
2017 CCDS Upper School English Summer Reading  

 

This will be the first test of the semester.  You will also be called upon to discuss these books in class.  

                 

Each grade will read the “required” book and choose one from the remaining options. First major assessment of 

the school year will be summer reading.  

  

**************** 

9th grade, two books: 

 

Required: The Golden Compass, Philip Pullman 

A willful young orphan enjoys a carefree life with her dæmon Pan, until her life is turned upside down when 

children start to go missing. 

 

Additionally, choose one of the following three: 

 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Mark Haddon 
 

A fifteen-year-old autistic savant obsessed with Sherlock Holmes decides to investigate a murder. 

 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Sherman Alexie  

 

A young boy leaves his Spokane Indian reservation for an all-white school.  

 

Does My Head Look Big in This, Randa Abdel-Fattah 

 

Sixteen-year-old Amal decides to wear the hijab full-time and her world changes. 

 

10th grade, two books: 
                                

Required: The Shadow of the Wind, Carlos Ruiz Zafon  

 

A boy's magical journey through the secrets and shadows of postwar Barcelona in search of a mysterious author 

whose book has proved as dangerous to own as it is impossible to forget. 

 

Additionally, choose one of the following three: 

 

Night Elie, Wiesel 

 

The true story of life in and survival of the concentration camps in Nazi Germany during World War II.  

 

To Live, Yu Hua and Michael Berry 

 

One man's transformation from the spoiled son of a rich landlord during the Chinese Civil War to an honorable 

peasant confronting the horrors and privations of the Cultural Revolution. 

 

We Were Liars, E. Lockhart  

 

Lazy days of sticky lemonades on the roof and marathon Scrabble games give way to suspense, love, and good 

intentions gone wrong.  

 

…………………………….. 

 

10 Honors Students:  In addition to these 2 selections, you must read The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret 

Atwood 



11th grade, two books: 
                 

Required:  

 

Station Eleven 

 

A devastating flu pandemic arrives in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know it comes to an end.  

 

Additionally, choose one of the following three: 

 

A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini 

 

Three decades of anti-Soviet jihad, civil war and Taliban tyranny is told through the lives of two women.  

 

Little Bee, Chris Cleave  
 

A 16-year-old Nigerian orphan changes the lives of a group of English citizens in dramatic ways. 

 

White Noise, Don Delillo 

 

A cloud of noxious chemicals and a world doomed by misused technology, artificial products and foods, and 

overpopulation.  

…………………………….. 

 

AP English Literature Students:  In addition to these 2 selections, you must read The Bluest Eye by Toni 

Morrison.   

  

 

12th grade, two books: 
 

Required: Oryx and Crake, Margaret Atwood  
 

In a near-future world the only human left on the planet scavenges and tends to his insect bites as he recalls in 

flashbacks how the world fell apart.  

 

Additionally, choose one of the following two: 

  

The Life We Bury, Allen Eskens 

 

A college student interviewing a dying Vietnam veteran—and a convicted murderer—unravels mysteries of 

the past. 

 

The Underground Railroad, Colson Whitehead  

 

An escaped slave faces horror and discovers a literal underground railroad. 

  

…………………………….. 

 

12 Honors Students:  In addition to these 2 selections, you must read Beloved by Toni Morrison. 

 


