
 

  
August 28, 2020 UPDATE   
  
Dear Country Day Parents,  
  
We continue to incorporate up-to-date learning from the CDC and our Medical Advisory Board to refine 
our Covid-19 safety protocols and want to draw your attention to a few changes to existing policies:  
  
1. Face Coverings (required for students in grades 1-12; highly recommended for students ages 2 
and older)  
Masks with exhalation valves/vents are not acceptable face coverings.  Masks are designed to keep 
respiratory droplets from spreading to others, and valves/vents allow exhaled air to be expelled.  
   
Also, please remember:  
• Masks should be washed regularly.  
• Parents are required to wear a face covering during drop-off and pick-up times.  
  
2. Covid-19 Testing  
Students and staff who are suspected of having Covid-19 and go for diagnostic testing must be tested 
using a molecular test (RT-PCR)*.  While it takes longer to receive molecular test results, they are 
more accurate and do not require repeat testing.  Antigen testing (rapid tests) are not as sensitive, 
may not detect all active infections (resulting in false negatives), and require confirmation with a 
molecular test.  Antigen/rapid tests also have a higher rate of false positives that would needlessly 
keep students and staff from attending school.  
  
*A CCDS parent, with a pediatric practice, shared that Cincinnati Children’s Hospital (CCH) has in-
house RT-PCR testing.  A test can be scheduled within two hours after a family’s provider orders a test 
through CCH, which can be conducted at one of multiple drive-up test sites.  Results are available 
within 24 hours, and CCH can bill a family’s insurer.  
 
3. Ohio Travel Advisory  
Each Wednesday, Ohio updates its travel advisory list.  Anyone entering Ohio after travel to a state 
with a positivity rate of 15% or higher is advised to self-quarantine for 14 days.  States currently on 
the list are:  
      
• Mississippi (27%)  
• South Carolina (21%)  
• Texas (16%)  
• Idaho (16%)  
  
Thank you for your commitment to adhering to our precautionary measures to help keep us Country 
Day strong.  
  
Stay safe,  
CCDS Rapid Response Team  

 

 


