
 

 

Dear CCDS Families, 

Each Thursday afternoon, the Ohio Public Health Advisory System (OPHAS) is updated to indicate the virus’s spread 
among Ohio’s 88 counties. The system uses a rating scale of 1-4 (1-yellow, 2-orange, 3-red, 4-purple).  Hamilton 
County is currently rated red (level 3), along with 42 other counties, based on the system’s metric that calculates 
seven indicators (i.e., case rate, hospitalizations, ICU capacity, etc.). While the number of cases increased in 
Hamilton County this past week, the rates plateaued, which prevented Hamilton County from a purple designation. 

As we indicated in an earlier communication, the school’s decision to shift to remote learning will be based 
primarily on our internal metrics (i.e., CCDS Covid case rate and the number of students/staff quarantining) rather 
than relying on the OPHAS since some of its indicators are not applicable for school-based, operational decisions. 
So, it is highly possible that Hamilton County could be designated purple, but Country Day would remain open for 
in-person instruction if our case and quarantining rates remain low. 

Thankfully, bundled precautions (masking, distancing, hand hygiene, etc.) have mitigated the virus’s spread on 
campus. Also, making choices that minimize intermingling are key. Yesterday, during Governor DeWine’s press 
conference, he mentioned that some of the surge is attributed to private social gatherings. We realize the 
sacrifices we are asking everyone to make, but please know how deeply appreciative we are of your willingness to 
commit to behaviors that have allowed us to remain open for 11 weeks. 

Since we monitor the situation each day, throughout the day, we are prepared to swiftly switch to remote learning 
if and when we reach a point that warrants closing campus (for one, two, or all three divisions) for a period of time 
based on our internal metrics. We cannot provide you with a precise headcount or absenteeism rate that would 
determine our decision to pivot to online instruction. The ability to remain open varies by division based on the 
number of students learning on campus versus students online. If the number of online students grows 
significantly, it becomes exponentially challenging for our teachers to provide instruction simultaneously to two 
distinct student populations. Additionally, our ability to remain open is equally dependent on our employees who 
oversee instruction and operations. If a significant number of teachers are out due to illness or the need to 
quarantine, it could prompt a shift to remote learning. 

If we do shift to remote learning, we will act to commence remote classes as soon as possible but will require a 
short period of time for faculty members to plan for the shift (one class day for US and MS divisions and two class 
days for the LS). 

Thanks to your partnership, we are fortunate we can remain open at this time but will alert you immediately if our 
internal metrics advise a shift to remote learning. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your 
division/department heads or a member of the Rapid Response Team. 

Sincerely, 

The CCDS Rapid Response Team 
Tina Moulin, Ashley Ward (Co-Chairs) 
Dennis Coyle, Jackie Fiora, Theresa Hirschauer 
------------------------------------------------------------- 
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https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system/
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