
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The following principles have guided our planning:

1. Safety first. With the threat of illness from the Covid-19, Country Day will offer an educational program 
that prioritizes the health of our students, their families, and our teachers and staff members. We will follow 
guidance from federal, state, and local authorities and partner with other independent schools to plan the 
learning environment. When on-campus learning is possible, sustaining a healthy campus will require us all 
to work together in cooperation and with theassumption of positive intent.

2. “Whole Child” education. Country Day’s goal is to optimize student learning for each child. In an 
environment that may require modified access to campus and/or an extension of remote learning, we will 
work to deliver a robust academic program, recognizing that students’ learning needs change in different 
environments. We will offer a “whole child” program that includes athletics, arts, clubs, and enrichment 
opportunities. 

3. Social and emotional well-being. We recognize the challenges we face at this time, and we must 
identify ways to support the emotional and social needs of our students, their families, teachers, and staff 
members.

4. A commitment to “know and nurture” our students. We will keep the teacher-student relationship at 
the foundation of our planning, to ensure we sustain our commitment to know and nurture our students 
and guide their learning to reach their potential.

5. Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion. The school will maintain its commitment to equity, diversity, and 
inclusion, sustaining efforts to ensure all our community members feel included and part of the larger 
collective, and that education is provided equitably to all students.

6. Familiar, consistent, reliable, and secure technology architecture. Technology used to support remote 
learning will be based on existing and well-established platforms and approaches, consistent with our 
students’ longer-term educational needs and grounded in sound pedagogy. We learned much during our 
sudden shift to remote learning, and we want to make sure the successes and failures, of both student and 
teacher experiences, inform our further decisions.

7. Program design and resource allocation directed to learner need. As an institution with students aged 
18 months to 18 years, Country Day will build programs that align with the relative abilities of students to 
learn and engage independently. Educationally, our youngest learners require a level of in-person support 
and supervision beyond that of our older students, and our program delivery and resource allocation will 
reflect this consideration.

8. Flexible program delivery. As we monitor progress of the Covid-19 situation, we will establish clear 
protocols to address when and how we may shift between modes of program delivery, including on campus 
instruction, remote learning, or a blend of the two.

9. Strong and frequent communication. Communication is key to establishing open and productive 
partnerships with parents and students to support learning and provide appropriate feedback on progress. 
We will provide frequent opportunities for communication between parents and teachers, or students and 
teachers, as developmentally appropriate.

10. Balanced use of school resources. We will balance investment to ensure the delivery of a robust 
educational experience in the current environment with the investment for the longer-term health and 
stability of the school.


