
 

  

July 28, 2020 

Dear Country Day Families,  

Given the changing COVID-19 situation, Country Day’s planning to reopen for its 95th academic year continues to 
evolve.  While we still intend to commence with on-campus instruction for all students on August 19, we are 
simultaneously building our plans for a blend of remote and in-person instruction, as well as a fully remote 
program.  Hamilton County has seen some flattening of the COVID-19 case curve in recent days, but the situation 
nationwide is trending upwards, and we remain focused on a flexible reopening plan that will allow us to pivot quickly—to 
either a hybrid or remote learning model—if a campus closure is necessary. 

In finalizing a decision on the appropriate model for school opening, we will adhere to guidance and mandates issued by 
the State of Ohio and Hamilton County and consider the directives of the Ohio Public Health Advisory System, using its 
Level 1-4 rating of exposure.  Currently Hamilton County is at Level 3 (red).  If Hamilton County is upgraded to Level 4 
(purple), Country Day will shift to a remote learning plan for all divisions.  

Details of our reopening plans are available on the Country Day ConnectED webpages, which are updated 
regularly.  Please take time to read the detail of our plans.   

In particular, I would like to draw your attention to the sections below, since these represent areas of change or build-out 
since our last communication. 

Elective Remote Learning 

It is apparent that—though our plans include robust health and safety measures for on-campus instruction—some families 
would like the option to select remote learning for their students.  Recognizing the uncertainty of our environment, we are 
offering the option for families to elect a remote program for students in grades K-12.  In light of the staffing and logistical 
complications that this option introduces, families who elect remote learning will be required to commit to the remote 
program for a full semester.  A second election will be required ahead of winter break to determine participation for the 
winter/spring semester that begins January 4, 2021. 

Full details, together with the form to elect for remote learning, are available at Elective Remote Learning.  If you are 
considering this option, please submit your election by Tuesday, August 4, at the latest. Choosing remote learning is a 
complex decision, and we welcome parents to join our Zoom information sessions on Wednesday and Friday (see details 
on bottom of this letter) and/or to reach out to divisional offices to discuss this option. 

Health & Safety Policies 

Our comprehensive reopening plan has focused most fully on the health and safety of our students, faculty, staff, and the 
wider school community.  Policies and protocols outlined below build on the foundations already laid out in our community 
letters of May 29 and June 26, with details on our website.  These policies are subject to change, based on latest 
guidance from the CDC, the Ohio Department of Health, and the Hamilton County Public Health department.  While 
significant changes will be communicated directly with you, please visit our website regularly and stay informed of 
prevailing protocols.   

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system/
https://www.countryday.net/academics/teaching-and-learning/country-day-connected-2021
http://www.countryday.net/academics/teaching-and-learning/country-day-connected-2021/elective-remote-learning-policy
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/HOS/May_29_JaccaciT.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/HOS/Connected_20-21_June_26,_2020.pdf


It is not one mitigation strategy but a combination of all these strategies taken together that will substantially reduce the 
risk of transmission.  We are excited to reignite our students’ academic experience in August but are keenly aware of the 
many health and safety parameters necessary to successfully resume on-campus teaching and learning.  Policies will be 
strictly enforced for all individuals on campus, and anyone persistently and knowingly disregarding these policies may not 
remain on campus.  

·     Personal Protective Equipment – The policy for face covering has been expanded to include division-specific 
guidance, particularly as it relates to our youngest learners.  In addition, other protective equipment may be used in 
some circumstances. 

·     Physical Distancing – The physical distancing policy has been expanded to include additional details on classroom 
set-ups. 

·     Protocols for Illness on Campus – Our protocols for confirmed or suspected illness adhere to guidelines established 
(and updated) by Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, the CDC, and local health authorities.  These protocols include 
actions in the event of a student (or faculty/staff member) becoming ill on campus, as well as quarantine and return-
to-school requirements.   

In the event your child reports illness during the day, you will be required to collect your child from the isolation area 
as soon as reasonably possible.  Our expectation is that ill students will be collected within the hour.  This urgency 
recognizes the collective responsibility we all share to preserve the health and safety of our campus.  

·     Reporting – We are instituting communication protocols during the school year to provide weekly updates on campus 
operations (as they relate to COVID-19), as well as alert parents when we have received reports of positive (or 
suspected) cases of COVID-19 among the student body or our faculty and staff.  In this reporting, we will balance 
privacy considerations and the need for sufficient transparency to assess exposure risk.  Individuals will not be named 
in community-wide communications.   

·     Nurse services – Due to the increased duties stemming from screening, reporting, and contact tracing, as well as the 
heightened need to send home students with any sign of illness, we will be adding an additional nurse or medical 
services provider to ensure the school can respond quickly to any campus, health-related situation. 

·     Hygiene & Cleaning Protocols – The handwashing section now contains additional information on how 
handwashing/sanitization will be managed. The school has purchased a significant quantity of hand sanitizer and 
added numerous hand sanitizing stations and outdoor hand sinks. 

Facility 

We have taken steps to improve ventilation in our buildings, based on recommendations laid out by the CDC.  In 
particular, we have adjusted our HVAC systems to maximize the percentage of outdoor air that flows into our school 
buildings, we are upgrading air filters from MERV-10 to MERV-13 to increase particle and droplet capture, and we will 
keep exterior windows open, when conditions allow, to provide natural ventilation.  We will also maximize use of our 62-
acre campus, holding classes outside when practical. 

  

Academic Program 

Country Day is committed to providing the best education to every one of our students.  Our new daily schedules (for 
US/MS and LS) are adaptable and deliver a “whole child” learning experience, prioritizing social and emotional learning 
and allowing smooth changeover periods whether students are receiving instruction on campus or remotely. 

Hybrid-classroom learning environment 

We have enhanced our classrooms to support hybrid-classroom learning for students whose families choose the option of 
attending school remotely. We will continue to use Microsoft TEAMS in K/MK - grade 12 to allow remote learners to be 
active participants in live, on campus synchronous classes, as well as asynchronous collaboration and work. Our 
investment in Surface devices for all K-4 students will support remote learning for those families who choose this option.   

https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/CDConnectED_-_face_covering_policy_07-28.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/CDConnectED_-_other_protective_equipment_07-28.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/CDConnectED_-_physical_distancing_and_classroom_setup_07.28.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/Protocols_for_illness_on_campus.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/CDConnectED_-_hygiene_and_cleaning.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Upper_School/MS_US_Schedule_2021v9withcover.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Lower_School/updated/LSDailyschedulesremote_and_on_campus.pdf


A hybrid-classroom learning environment, in which some students are learning on campus and others remotely, builds 
complexity into the delivery of instruction.  Our faculty are participating in extensive professional development training 
over a three-week period in preparation for this challenge, but we ask for your understanding as they navigate this new 
reality.  Rest assured, though these are unusual times, we will do everything we can to provide choice for excellence in 
learning. 

Remote learning environment 

Our faculty are working hard this summer to develop our program, so it is adaptable in the event of a pivot to remote 
learning for all students.  Though every effort will be made to make the remote experience similar in its outcomes to face-
to-face learning, parents and students must understand that remote learning comes with limitations, particularly in areas 
of hands-on or experiential studies such a lab science, outdoor education, the fine arts, and the social and emotional 
benefits of in-person interaction. 

Social & Emotional Support   

The social and emotional impact of the COVID-19 pandemic—and the resulting heightened support students need—has 
been widely documented.  We are fortunate that each division at Country Day has a dedicated team of professionals, 
including a psychologist and a learning specialist, to support student intervention and success. The results of student 
surveys conducted in the spring have been shared with faculty, and the learning has been incorporated into planning for 
the 2020-21 academic year.  Topics to be addressed include personal connections with teachers, homework load, and 
increased stress and anxiety. 

Lunch 

Lunch will be provided to all students on campus.  

We have worked with Sage Dining Services to ensure we can maintain our focus on tasty, nutritionally-balanced meals, 
delivered in a way that observes health and safety protocols, particularly as they relate to physical distancing and shared 
utensils.  In practice, this means no buffet or self-serve options will be available, and students will select from pre-
portioned lunch items.  Dining will take place in a variety of locations, with some students receiving boxed lunches to eat 
in their classrooms or other, designated spaces, both inside and out. Food deliveries from outside sources will not be 
permitted. 

See lunch arrangements for details of times and formats applicable to each division. 

Student Drop-off and Pick-up Procedures 

We have developed detailed drop-off and pick up procedures, staggering times to ease traffic congestion on campus, 
while also facilitating physical distancing and temperature screening procedures at points of entry.  Significant 
investments have been made in hand-held temperature taking devices as well as temperature kiosks. Protocols and drop-
off points vary by division, and we ask that you strictly observe procedures to ensure students arrive on campus safely.  

Parents with students in multiple divisions (including Lower School) should drop all their students at the designated 
location of their lower school student(s).  Middle and upper school students may then walk to their respective entry 
points.  Families with multiple lower school students may be required to drop off at two (or three) locations, as applicable 
for the grades of their students. 

We anticipate procedures will need refinement as we identify bottlenecks in the system during the first few weeks of 
school.  We thank you for your patience as we work to make this complicated process as streamlined as possible. 
 
Technology 

Given the likely need to pivot between on-campus and remote learning during the 2020-21 academic year, and as 
outlined in my letter of June 26, each student in Kindergarten through 4th grade will receive a Microsoft Surface tablet 
during the first days of school.  These devices will be used as a learning tool during the school day and to support periods 
of remote learning, whether in a hybrid-classroom environment or in the event of full campus closure.  Our philosophy of 
balancing use of devices and limiting screen time in the Lower School remains, but our decision to issue tablets to all 

https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/CDConnectED_-_lunch.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/PU_and_DO_Revised_7-28-20v2.pdf


students recognizes that a unified deployment of devices improves teacher-student communication, aids efficacy of online 
instruction, and provides relief for family support of devices at home. 
  
Deployment of tablets to 5th grade students is being accelerated this year, with “Out of the Box Day” taking place on 
August 17, 9 a.m. – 12 p.m.  Fifth grade parents will receive further information. 

Transportation 

We are still waiting for information from several of the public-school districts who provide busing to Country Day.  If 
services are cut, parents will be required to make alternative arrangements to transport their students to school.  Currently 
we can confirm the following: 

·       The private Mason/West Chester (Northern Shuttle) bus will run.  
·       Forrest Hills is discontinuing busing to Country Day. 
·       Loveland will no longer bus high school students to Country Day. 

The school will work with both our public school and privately contracted transportation partners to provide for safe pick-
up and drop-off.  Families and students should be prepared for protocols regarding seating, face protection, and 
ventilation (windows) for services in the new school year.  

Travel 

A reminder that students and staff who travel internationally will be required to quarantine for 14 days before returning to 
campus.   

Presently, the Ohio Department of Health advises 14-day quarantine for anybody traveling to states with a >15% positivity 
rate.  A link to the ODH’s website is provided in our travel policy and includes a list of the states included in this 
advisory.  We ask you to observe this advisory.  As such, families returning from the states listed will be required to self-
quarantine for a period of 14 days before returning to campus.  Students will be able to participate in remote learning 
should this period of quarantine extend into the start of the academic year, returning to on-campus instruction once 
quarantine is completed. 
 
Visitor Policy 

Country Day traditionally welcomes parents and visitors to campus, enabling our community to support student growth 
and development in rich and varied ways.  Unfortunately, the current environment will not allow for the typical frequency of 
visitors into the building to meet with students, faculty, or staff. 

Our Campus Visitor Policy outlines procedures for the limited number of visitors who will be permitted on our 
campus.  Visitors will be restricted to hours of operation, 7:30 am to 4:00 pm. All visitors must be pre-approved, complete 
a pre-visit health screening form, and wear a mask at all times.  

Athletics 

The Country Day Athletic Department continues to develop policy, based on recommendations and guidelines from the 
Ohio Department of Health and OHSAA, for a return to play of our athletic teams.  All fall coaches have been in contact 
with their teams about specifics.  The contact information for coaches is included in the Athletics section of our Country 
Day Connected webpage, should you have questions about a specific team.  The section also includes details of policies 
for practice, game day and current guidelines for competitions. 

As of today, we expect to have a complete fall sports program, but recommendations and guidelines are changing 
daily.  You should expect to receive additional communications as further information becomes available. 
 
Community Calendar 

The strength of our community is one of the enduring qualities of Country Day.  Though this environment makes our 
traditional celebrations and social gatherings ill advised, we are working to develop alternative formats for our most 
treasured events.  Our Parents’ Association is also busily preparing for the new academic year, finding creative and 

https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Policies_July_28/CDConnectED_-_travel_07-28.pdf
https://www.countryday.net/academics/teaching-and-learning/country-day-connected-2021/campus-visitor-policy
https://www.countryday.net/programs/school-nursehealth-services/pre-visit-health-screening
https://www.countryday.net/uploaded/ConnectED/2020-2021/Athletics/CDConnectED_-_athletics_07-28.pdf


interesting opportunities to introduce new members to our community and bring us together in smaller, appropriately 
distanced groups. 

The annual calendar is updated regularly, and we will share news of specific events as they approach. 

Community Effort 

While Country Day is taking all reasonable precautions to ensure a healthy and safe campus for our community members, 
the responsibility falls to each of us to adopt practices that serve our community-wide interest.  Please encourage your 
students to practice physical distancing, adopt basic health and hygiene recommendations advised by the CDC, and use 
face coverings when out in public or interacting in groups outside of your household.  These basic steps will be enforced 
when students return to school, and it is important that these practices become habitual if we are to maintain a safe and 
healthy campus.  

The CDC has provided a useful Back-to-School Planning Checklist for parents, guardians, and caregivers to aid your 
preparations. 

To address questions that have been shared with us, we are holding Divisional Information Sessions, hosted on Zoom, on 
Wednesday, July 29 and Friday, July 31.  If you have interest in participating and have not already RSVP’d, please 
register for the session applicable to your child(ren)’s division(s) here.  Zoom credentials will be sent to your email a half-
hour prior to the start of the session. 

Please continue to direct questions to your division head or email covid19safety@countryday.net, both in follow-up to the 
divisional Zoom meetings and more generally.  We are very grateful for the thoughtful input of our community as we plan 
for the much-anticipated reopening of school. 

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable remainder of your summer. 

Sincerely, 

 

Anthony T. T. Jaccaci 
Head of School 

 

https://www.countryday.net/calendar
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/parent-checklist.html
https://www.countryday.net/academics/teaching-and-learning/country-day-connected-2021/zoom-meetings
mailto:covid19safety@countryday.net

