
 

 

Anthony T. T. Jaccaci 
Head of School 

Dear MS and US Families, 

As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday, we’re elated that we’ve been live and in-person with our 
students for 12 weeks! We are hopeful we can continue in-person instruction for as long as possible. 
Our teachers have had incredible success in the classroom, and they have responded well to the 
challenges of teaching during a pandemic. 

One of the more complex challenges has been managing hybrid classrooms (teaching some students in 
person while keeping students who join remotely engaged). When students who’ve been in person 
switch to remote, often with little notice, it requires additional effort and planning for teachers to 
adjust quickly and instruct to both an on-campus/off-campus classroom composition. They have done 
so this fall, but it has been taxing. 

Historically, the Monday and Tuesday before Thanksgiving have higher than average absenteeism. To 
avoid a high number of students shifting to remote learning at the last minute, we are moving to full 
remote learning in the Upper School and Middle School for two days (November 23 and 24). 

Upper School winter athletics will be held in-person on a team-by-team basis (at the discretion of the 
coach) on November 23 and 24 while Middle School athletics will not be held on these two days. 

The Lower School will continue with on-campus and in-person program on these two days (November 
23 and 24) as the remote program is materially different from the Upper and Middle School programs 
and is best delivered on-campus. 

As there is a chance we could be pushed to remote learning at some point this winter, these two days 
of remote instruction in the US and MS are a helpful opportunity to: 

• Revisit your child’s workspace at home 
• Ensure technology needs are in place 
• Practice remote learning expectations (e.g., video cameras on, students seated at tables/desks, 

not on sofas/beds, no distractions such as other technology including phones and iPads). 

At this point, we are planning to re-commence full on-campus operations for all three divisions 
(US/MS/LS) after the Thanksgiving Break on Monday, November 30. 

We are committed to staying on campus this school year, as long as we can ensure the health of our 
community. We hope these two days will allow more US/MS students to join classes, and we 
appreciate the opportunity to assess our remote learning plans should we be required to shift to online 
learning later in the school year. 

Sincerely, 

 
Anthony Jaccaci 


