
 
 
Summer reading – 7th Grade 2020 
All titles are currently available on Barnes and Noble.com, Borders.com, and Amazon.com. 

 
Please be sure to keep your required book and your choice book and have it for the beginning of school! It 
would be a good idea to annotate (take notes and highlight) in your books to help with the assessments at 
the start of school.  
 

Required Book - To be read by all students. Expect assessments on this text the 1st week of school.  
 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper 
 
 “Melody Brooks is an eleven-year-old girl who was born with cerebral palsy. Her 
parents have done everything they can to help her live a normal life, but life is often 
frustrating for Melody since she cannot speak, move, nor communicate her wishes. 
As a result, Melody has to fight to get her wishes.”  
 
 

 
 
 
Choice Book - Select one of the following. Expect an assessment on your choice book during the first 
two weeks of school.  

 
 
Esperanza Rising by Pam Muñoz Ryan  
“Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico, and that 
she'd always have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy 
forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to 
settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, 
financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 
threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstance; Mama's 
life, and her own, depend on it.” 

 
 
 

 
The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  
 “An exceptionally moving story of triumph against all odds set during World War II, 
from the acclaimed author of Jefferson's Sons. 
Nine-year-old Ada has never left her one-room apartment. Her mother is too 
humiliated by Ada's twisted foot to let her outside. So when her little brother Jamie is 
shipped out of London to escape the war, Ada doesn't waste a minute--she sneaks 
out to join him.” 

 
 

 



 
 

 
As Brave As You by Jason Reynolds    
“Scooping poop at his grandparents’ house—that sure as heck wasn’t the way eleven-
year-old Genie expected to be spending his summer. But when his parents send him 
and his big brother, Ernie, to Virginia to experience the great (not!) outdoors, they’re in 
for some big surprises. First, there are choses galore. Second, Grandpop just might be 
completely off his rocker. The man has a big ol’ secret—and once Genie learns what it 
is, all of Grandpop’s oddities start to make sense.”   
 
 

 
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs  
“When his beloved grandfather leaves Jake clues to a mystery that spans different 
worlds and times, he finds a magical place known as Miss Peregrine's School for 
Peculiar Children. But the mystery and danger deepen as he gets to know the 
residents and learns about their special powers - and their terrifying enemies. 
Ultimately, Jake discovers that only his own special peculiarity can save his new 
friends.”    
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