
 
 

Summer Reading – 8th Grade 2020 
 

Required Books –  
Both books are to be read by all students. These will be the texts used in our first unit, so 
students must have access to a copy of each book through at least mid-September.    

 
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton 

“No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that he's got things figured 
out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he knows 
that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like 
Johnny and Two-Bit. But he can’t count on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a 
vicious gang of rich kids whose idea of a good time is beating up on ‘greasers’ like 
Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the night someone takes things too 
far.” 
 

 -Penguin Publishers 
 
Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
 “The Bell twins are stars on the basketball court and comrades in life. While there are 
some differences—Josh shaves his head and Jordan loves his locks—both twins 
adhere to the Bell basketball rules: In this game of life, your family is the court, and 
the ball is your heart. With a former professional basketball player dad and an 
assistant principal mom, there is an intensely strong home front supporting sports 
and education in equal measures. When life intervenes in the form of a new girl, the 

balance shifts and growing apart proves painful.” 
– Booklist 

 
Frequently-Asked Questions:  
 
Should I annotate?  
 
You will be required to annotate texts in 8th grade. However, there will be an opportunity to perform 
close reading (the kind that requires annotating) when we study these summer reading texts during the 
first month of school. It is your choice if you want to annotate as you read these books for the summer.  
 
Will I be assessed on this? 
 
Yes, there will be a number of reading and writing assignments over The Outsiders and The Crossover in 
August and September.  
 
Where should I get the books? 
 
Up to you! They are carried at Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Joseph Beth and other local booksellers, and 
Half Price books. You might also wish to use the library, but you will be required to have access to a hard 
copy of the book in both August and September. If you have an older sibling at CCDS, s/he might also 
have a copy!  

http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/the-outsiders
http://www.teenreads.com/authors/s-e-hinton


Will I need a copy of my book at the start of the year? 
 

You will be required to have access to a hard copy of the book in both August and September. 
 
What if I already read one of the books (The Outsiders, The Crossover) before? 
 
If you read either of these books years ago, I encourage a re-reading to refresh your memory. You might 
appreciate the text in a different way as a more mature reader. If you have already read one of these 
titles within the last year, I encourage you to try out one of these alternate titles. All of them are novels 
in verse that pair thematically with The Outsiders and The Crossover. All rising 8th graders should be 
reading two books (at least!) over the summer.  

 
Every Shiny Thing by Cordelia Johnson 

“Sierra has just been placed in foster care in Lauren's rather wealthy neighborhood 
after her mother was arrested. Lauren is missing her brother, who was recently sent to 
a special boarding school for kids on the autism spectrum. She is also outgrowing the 
relationship with her best friend and neighbor, Ashley. Lauren's social conscience has 
been awakened, and as she realizes that many do not have the resources she has, she 
decides to make a concerted effort to welcome Sierra. The two form a bond; but when 
Lauren comes up with a plan for raising money that involves theft, albeit for a good 
cause, Sierra becomes anxious because she has a lot to lose.  
 

– School Library Journal 
 
House Arrest by K.A. Holt  

“Timothy stole a wallet, and now he's a delinquent. The only places he's allowed to go 
are to school and to appointments with his therapist and probation officer. Also, the 
judge gave him a journal-writing assignment. If Timothy shows signs of remorse and 
doesn't get into more trouble, he may be able to avoid being sent to juvie. But Timothy 
didn't take the wallet for himself. His family is in dire financial straits ever since his 
father left and his younger brother was born with serious health issues. Now, with 
plenty of spare time on his hands, Timothy can fully explore his feelings about his 
current family situation. He knows one thing, though: stealing the wallet may have 
been wrong, but if there's a way he can help his struggling family, he won't hesitate.” 

 
 -School Library Journal  

 
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds 

“Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. 
Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back 
waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, 
seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? 
 
This is Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—
the time it takes a kid to decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who 
killed his brother.  
 

WARNING: This title includes some mature content and language.  
 

       -Amazon.com 
       

http://www.teenreads.com/reviews/fahrenheit-451
http://www.teenreads.com/authors/ray-bradbury

