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INTRODUCTION TO LOWER SCHOOL  
Cincinnati Country Day School provides educational 
opportunities for young children beginning at eighteen 
months in Early Childhood through grade four. All of 
these programs foster a love of learning through hands-
on, creative classroom activities that stimulate growth in 
all areas of development. The Country Day Lower School 
is comprised of the Pre-Primary Section and the Primary 
Section.  

PHILOSOPHY OF THE DIVISION
We believe young children learn best when they are 
actively involved in a nurturing environment which is 
responsive to their varying needs and focuses on their total 
development — social, emotional, physical and intellectual. 
Skills and abilities in all of these areas are promoted 
through participation in developmentally appropriate, child-
centered activities that allow children to explore, investigate, 
communicate, problem-solve and begin to think critically. 
In an environment that provides many opportunities for 
success, children feel free to take risks and become aware 
of their own strengths and weaknesses. In the process, they 
experience the joy of discovery and gain satisfaction and 
confidence from their own intellectual and personal growth. 
The school environment gives children opportunities to 
experience positive relationships with teachers and peers.  
Through these relationships, young children develop 
feelings of self-confidence and self-worth, respect for 
others, a sense of belonging, and a responsibility within a 
community outside of the family.

HOMEWORK 
The purpose of homework is to:
•   extend learning and thinking activities 
     beyond the classroom
•   practice skills
•   generate independent research
•   prepare for classroom participation or 
     experimentation
•   develop study and reflection skills
•   nurture responsibility of actions and 
    ownership of knowledge

Homework time guidelines are based on 
the class norm, and will usually be assigned 
Monday - Thursday. The daily averages are as 
follows:
First Grade   15-20 minutes
Second Grade  20-30 minutes
Third Grade  30-40 minutes
Fourth Grade  40-50 minutes

ASSEMBLIES K-4
Weekly assemblies are a time when classes 
meet to share the work they have been doing in 
class. While there may be a special show or skit 
performed by a class, the normal program will 
involve more informal sharing of work, such as 
reading stories, showing projects, or discussing 
recent events. The main goal of our assemblies 
is to help children develop confidence in 
speaking in front of a group and to build school 
community. Parents are welcome to join us for 
this weekly sharing event.

GRADING 
We inspire a passion for learning and 
independent thinking through a steadfast 
commitment to academic excellence, personal 
integrity, and service to others while providing 
each student with superior preparation for 
college and life.
 
We have chosen clear and measurable skills in 
each subject area as they relate to grade or age 
level benchmarks. These are in accordance with 
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the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children recommendations, the Ohio and 
National standards, and the established CCDS 
curriculum. These standards are the foundation 
for the programs in each grade.  Students in 
grades 1 – 4 are graded objectively on daily and 
weekly assignments and assessments.  These 
objective scales give students and parents 
a measurement of progress throughout the 
semester.  
 
At the end of each semester, all students 
receive a progress report.  Each subject 
begins with a Content Area that describes 
the concepts covered, skills and goals for that 
subject.  Skills are evaluated using indicator 
markings that correlate directly with the 
semester goals and reflect the progress of each 
semester. Student’s skills are evaluated using 
the following indicators:
 
AE – Above Expectations
Student consistently demonstrates, applies, 
and transfers knowledge of concepts through 
differentiated curriculum
DI – Demonstrates Independently 
Student demonstrates and applies skills and 
concepts 
DS - Demonstrates with Support 
Student needs support in demonstrating skills 
and concepts  
NI – Needs Improvement
Student is not yet demonstrating skills and 
concepts and requires differentiated curriculum
NA – Not Assessed at this time
The skill or concept has not been covered at 
this time 
 
When appropriate, the skills are followed by 
a personalized comment to further explain 
the markings.  These reports are written in 
a subjective and narrative format using the 
objective data collected throughout the 
semester.

SUPPORT SERVICES
Within the context of the mission, Country 
Day offers all students enrolled in the school 
supports that help them best access the 
curriculum. The school provides a differentiated 
environment by adjusting structures, strategies, 
and teaching pedagogy that cater to a 
variety of learning styles. The school has a 
commitment to educating the whole child, and 
support services play a vital part in attaining 
that goal.

When a student needs additional learning, 
behavioral, or emotional attention, the 
support service personnel will collaborate with 
administration, teachers, and parents to create 
a plan that will help the student be successful. 
The need for supports is often identified 
through universal academic screenings that 
occur three times a year. Interventions that are 
offered vary based upon student needs and 
curriculum demands. Supports often include 
direction instruction for academic or language-
based skill deficits, support counseling, 
consultation with private therapists/tutors 
and social skills training. Support personnel 
presently include a learning specialist, speech 
pathologists and school psychologist.
 
CLASS/SCHOOL TRIPS
Field trips are an important part of our school 
curriculum, which enrich and enhance in-school 
studies. These experiences heighten students’ 
awareness, expression, and appreciation. 
They provide guided activities for learning 
and develop confidence and a sense of 
independence in students.

OUTDOOR EDUCATION
Our natural world inspires and delights Lower 
School students. Integrating classroom lessons 
with outdoor experiential learning, Lower 
School students use our 62+ acre campus to 
collect, observe, and ask questions. Creative 
and cognitive skills are reinforced with teacher-

led activities, such as nature journaling or 
purposeful hikes, and with unstructured, child-
led visits to our forest. With frequent visits 
outside, CCDS Lower School students develop 
confidence in their physical abilities, strengthen 
their understanding of our natural world, and 
deepen their learning.

SERVICE LEARNING
As part of Service Learning, we teach the 
students the value of serving others while 
highlighting the Core Virtue - Compassion. 
The annual Lower School Service Learning 
Day is held on the first Friday of May. Early 
Childhood through second grade ride their 
bikes around the track, and third and fourth 
grades run/walk to raise funds for Josh Cares. 
The non-profit organization uses all proceeds 
to buy time for Child Life Specialists who 
provide companionship and comfort to children 
enduring lengthy hospitalizations without a 
family member who is able to be with them 
consistently. In addition, several grade levels 
facilitate their own service learning projects 
as part of the curriculum, and as a division 
we participate in the all-school food and gift 
gatherings.

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM 

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
The Early Childhood program is for children 18 
months through 3 years old and offers flexible 
program options. This two-year multi-age 
environment is responsive to varying needs 
and focuses on social, emotional, physical, 
and intellectual growth while fostering the 
development of language expression, self-
direction, and problem-solving.  This nurturing 
program emphasizes the development of the 
whole child through peer mentoring and the 
opportunity to remain with the same teacher 
for two years. Our teachers stimulate skill 
improvement through a myriad of approaches 
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and strive to document daily experiences 
through detailed records, photographs, and 
videos. The curriculum gives students the 
opportunity to learn and grow at their own 
pace with a classroom environment that 
allows each student to develop their skills and 
abilities through exploration, investigation, 
and communication. Through this process, 
children develop a love of learning, trust in 
their peers and teachers, and confidence 
in themselves. Families are able to choose 
among 3- and 5-day, half- and full-day, early 
morning, lunch, extended-day and after school 
options. Students will participate in music and 
movement if enrolled on the days this special 
occurs.
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD II 
The Early Childhood II (ECII) program was 
designed for older toddlers/young preschoolers 
who are 30-40 months of age (prior to Sept. 
30) and are actively toilet training. Enrolled 
children will benefit from an additional year 
of early childhood programming and from 
a more rigorous schedule and academic 
focus. Flexible day options, combined with 
additional specials, make this an ideal program 
choice for students or families interested in a 
transitional year between our toddler and main 
campus programs. This program emphasizes 
the development of the whole child allowing 
students time to mature developmentally with 
enriching experiences that ensure a successful 
transition into our Pre-Kindergarten or 
Montessori programs. This nurturing classroom 
environment is responsive to varying needs 
and focuses on social, emotional, physical, and 
intellectual growth. The curriculum stimulates 
skill development and improvement through 
a myriad of approaches. Families are able to 
choose among 3- and 5-day, half- and full-day, 
early morning, lunch, extended-day and after 
school options. Students will participate in 
movement, swimming, and music if enrolled 
on the days these specials occur. Upon 

completion of this program, families have the 
option of choosing either Pre-Kindergarten I or 
Montessori I the following school year.
                        

CURRICULUM 

Art
The children are introduced to many different 
fine art experiences in the Early Childhood 
Program. In addition to the wide variety of 
art materials that will be used for creative 
exploration, children experience different types 
of music, instruments, and imaginative play. 
During these interactions, the children learn 
about the feelings art may inspire - including 
pride in one’s own work.

Music
Students are introduced to steady beat, pitch 
(high and low pitch differentiation), timbre 
(sounds of various small percussion instruments 
and piano), loud and quiet instrument play, 
and active listening (movement to simple 
songs with hands and bodies). Simple circle 
movement skills include moving into the 
circle, letting go of hands, and reattaching. 
Students have the opportunity to participate in 
a 20-minute class once a week with the Lower 
School music teacher.

Language Arts
Throughout the year, children focus on using 
verbal/nonverbal communication, pre-writing 
and pre-reading skills. The children convey their 
awareness by responding to their names and 
conversation prompts. Addressing others by 
name and conversing with peers and teachers 
is fundamental in building our language skills. 
Using words and expressing wants and needs 
are important elements when expanding 
verbal communication. Expressing themselves 
on paper and choosing books are both ways 
toddlers are developing their pre-writing 

and pre-reading skills. Art activities, writing 
centers, and books are available throughout 
the day. One-to-one reading and group times 
are ways in which the Early Childhood Program 
celebrates the importance of reading.  
 
Math
Toddlers love to divide objects into categories 
by shape, size, color, or type. Throughout 
the year in the Early Childhood Program, 
children are exploring, questioning, and 
mastering problem-solving skills. The children 
demonstrate, through play, their rudimentary 
understanding of classification and sequencing. 
Numbers are viewed and counted daily 
during calendar activities, number signs in the 
classroom, counting friends, and other daily 
occurrences. 
 
Physical
Strengthening physical development can be 
observed in almost everything toddlers do, 
from holding a pencil to running and climbing. 
Some activities that help develop the hand 
muscles and other small motions include: 
sorting, building, writing, drawing, cutting, and 
eating. Gross motor skills help to develop the 
largest muscle groups and are usually best 
experienced outdoors or in the gross motor 
room. Balancing, running, riding a bike, and 
climbing are movements that toddlers focus on 
throughout the year. Personal needs, such as 
washing hands, wiping noses, and toileting are 
also part of the physical development of the 
children.
 
Personal Development
Personal development incorporates the 
individual child's ability to learn acceptable 
social behaviors, as well as the advancement 
of social interactions among the children. 
The process of instilling the CCDS Character 
Virtues of Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, 
Compassion, and Courage, begins in the 
Early Childhood Program. The process 
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of understanding begins with modeling 
appropriate behaviors in the classroom and 
supporting interactions with others.  Children 
are provided with the opportunity to choose 
their own work, giving them a sense of 
ownership and a pride in their activities.
 
Science
Our classroom and environmental explorations 
provide numerous opportunities for children 
to increase their scientific knowledge. By 
engaging in constant conversations, children 
are expanding their vocabulary and knowledge 
of their bodies and the world around them. 
Weekly nature exploration is facilitated by 
our environmental specialist. Specific areas of 
interest include: sound, weather phenomena, 
seasonal changes, magnification, and magnets.
 
Social Studies
Through experimentation with objects, 
language, and social interactions, toddlers 
are entering a new phase of mental activity. 
The children are learning how to be safe 
within their environment, how to use words to 
express feelings, and how to act appropriately 
in different situations. The CCDS community 
continues to be a great place for toddlers as 
they begin to understand how they fit into the 
world around them. 
 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN  

Our Pre-Kindergarten programs offer many 
options. Pre-Kindergarten I (PKI) is a half-day 
or full-day program designed for children who 
are 3 years old by September 30 and toileting 
independently. Pre-Kindergarten II (PKII) is 
a half-day or full-day program designed for 
children who are 4 years old by September 30.  
 

Our Pre-Kindergarten programs are a blend 
of project approach, academic activities, and 

cooperative play, which provides the foundation 
for children to organize and interpret meaning 
from their experiences and offers flexible 
program options. Teacher-facilitated and child-
initiated choices in the areas of creative self-
expression, large and small muscle activities, 
language arts, math, science, and technology 
are intertwined with daily experiences exposing 
children to a rich and diverse curriculum. 
In addition to classroom activities, specials 
teachers provide instruction in outdoor 
education, music, movement, and swimming.  
 
The child-centered classroom environment 
allow children’s knowledge to evolve through 
exploration and discovery, enhancing cognitive, 
physical, and social development. Using 
this knowledge, children begin to build new 
understandings, while nurturing their ability 
to ask questions, solve problems, and think 
independently and collectively. The project 
space is filled with art materials and elements 
promoting open-ended, creative expression. 
This “makers” space ignites curiosity and 
exploration. 

Teachers facilitate personal growth in a 
nurturing environment that builds mutual 
trust in, and respect for, adults and peers. 
Children are given the time and opportunity 
to experience success independently and as 
members of the group, while their initiative and 
confidence grow in the joy of learning.   

PRE-KINDERGARTEN I (PKI)

CURRICULUM

Art
Children are introduced to many different 
art experiences throughout the year. They 
explore different types of music, imaginative 
play opportunities, and a wide variety of art 
materials. Children are also exposed to different 

tactile and sensorial experiences.  During these 
experiences, they learn about the feelings art 
inspires.

Music
Students concentrate on recognizing the 
steady beat, pitch differentiation, and volume 
in vocal and instrument play, including 
vocabulary. Students are introduced to hands-
on experiences with the instrument families 
(wind, strings, and percussion) and continue 
work on small percussion instruments, adding 
the xylophone family. Expanded independent 
and circle movement includes choreographed 
songs.
 
Language Arts
Communication is a primary focus in PKI.  
Students work on following simple directions, 
listening to others, turn-taking, and using 
their words to express ideas and observations. 
Conversing with peers, teachers, and 
community members during project work is 
an important way to develop and build upon 
these skills. Through project research, children 
gain experience in questioning, interviewing, 
and sharing information. Group and individual 
instruction in phonemic awareness exposes 
students to important pre-reading concepts. 
Students are introduced to rhyme and rhythm 
using stories, songs, and listening games. A 
variety of activities including books, the writing 
center, the listening center, dramatic play, and 
art activities, is available daily for children to 
explore and practice language. 
 
Math
Math is explored daily through natural 
opportunities and hands-on experiences. 
Numbers are viewed and counted daily 
during calendar activities, number signs 
in the classroom, counting friends and 
other daily occurrences. Math concepts are 
explored through hands-on materials, such 
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as puzzles, counting objects, sorting objects, 
fun manipulatives, art, and cooking activities.  
There is a focus on problem-solving skills, 
number recognition to 10, shape recognition, 
size comparison, patterning, group graphing, 
and measurement.  
 
Physical
Students develop gross motor skills, such as 
coordination, balance, running, riding bikes, 
climbing and ball skills, through outdoor 
activities on the playground, walks around 
campus, and movement and swimming classes. 
The students work on strengthening the 
muscles in their hands and refine their small 
motor control through activities, such as using 
manipulatives, puzzles, Play-Doh, art materials 
and eating. Students also develop self-help 
skills in the areas of toileting, hand washing, 
dressing, packing their school bags, and taking 
care of other personal needs.
 
Personal Development
PKI instills the CCDS Character Virtues of 
Respect, Responsibility, Integrity, Compassion, 
and Courage. This is done through modeling 
appropriate behaviors, supporting interactions 
with others, respecting school materials 
and encouraging students to problem solve, 
negotiate, and compromise. Positive work 
habits are established by encouraging children 
to engage in both self- and teacher-directed 
activities. Children work in a variety of group 
configurations and take responsibility for the 
direction of the projects. The children work 
on successfully managing transitions, taking 
responsibility for their work, cleaning up their 
area when finished, and asking for help when 
needed.
 
Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics 
Students are introduced to and develop skills 

in the following areas: rhythmic fundamentals, 
creativity and self-exploration, locomotor skills, 
spatial awareness, pathways and directions, 
balance activities, listening and direction 
following activities, ball skills (throwing and 
kicking), and cooperative games. In swimming, 
students work on the development of the crawl 
stroke, breaststroke and backstroke.  They 
experience water exploration and learn about 
water safety. 

Science
Students ask questions, use their senses to 
collect information, and make observations 
to help them find answers to their curiosities. 
Sharing their findings with peers helps them 
develop a deeper understanding. Students 
explore the mixing of colors to expand their 
knowledge of primary and secondary colors. 
Walks outside enable the children to observe 
and identify changes in the environment as the 
seasons change. They focus on learning about 
scientific concepts of sink and float, magnets, 
the five senses, and what people and animals 
need to grow and be healthy.

Social Studies
In PKI, students work to build a classroom 
community and understand the importance of 
sharing, manners, and respecting rules. Children 
learn about their entire CCDS community and 
campus with walks outside, from the playing 
fields to the horse trails. Through cross-
divisional events, the children are confident, 
whether meeting administrators, staff, or Upper 
School students. They have a strong sense of 
ownership and understanding of the CCDS 
culture. 
 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN II (PKII)

CURRICULUM
 
Art
Through a variety of experiences, students 
explore an assortment of materials, 
participating in dramatic play, discussing art 
forms, reflecting upon their own artwork, and 
concentrating for a period of time. As part of 
the Project Approach philosophy, students 
complete drawings using their own interest and 
observations.
 
Music
Students work on differentiation of tempo and 
volume as expressive elements in music. They 
study in more detail the instrument families 
(wind, strings, and percussion). Xylophone 
work includes finding the letters (the music 
alphabet), correct mallet grip, and playing 
with both hands. The steady beat is stressed 
in instrument play and in body movement. 
Singing on pitch with the group is encouraged. 
Students also practice group movement, 
including circle movement games and 
movement to various musical cues.
 
Language Arts
In PKII, students develop several skills 
associated with oral and written language. 
The FOCUS Reading and Language Program 
reinforces phonemic awareness activities, 
which include counting syllables, recognizing 
beginning, middle and ending letter sounds, 
and identifying alliterate words. Students 
focus on developing letter, word, and 
name recognition skills. Using the program 
Handwriting without Tears, we work on letter 
formation, as well as sounding out and writing 
words in isolation. Daily activities provide 
children with an understanding of the many 
purposes for writing and supported language 
development.
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Math
Students have the opportunity to participate 
in many activities available in the classroom 
to develop math skills. They gain number 
sense and mathematical skills through projects 
and large and small group activities. The 
Project Approach provides opportunities to 
discuss many areas related to math, including 
measurement, sorting, and graphing. Daily 
counting and discussion of the “number 
of the day” support number identification 
and formation 1 to 25. Simple addition, 
measurement, and other vocabulary/symbols 
associated with simple math skills are also 
introduced. 
 
Physical
Opportunities in the classroom, such as clay 
manipulation and puzzles, lend themselves 
to developing fine motor skills that support 
cutting, proper grip on a pencil, and small 
hand-eye coordination skills. Outdoor activities 
lend themselves to developing both large and 
small muscle movements, including balance, 
running, buttoning/zippering, climbing and 
throwing.  

Personal Development
Students are encouraged to show the CCDS 
Character Virtues of Respect, Responsibility, 
Integrity, Compassion, and Courage. The 
students are able to demonstrate and work 
on internalizing these behaviors by respecting 
others, being honest, sharing, using a kind 
voice, and having the courage to do the 
right thing. Throughout the year, students 
are supported as they continue to develop 
important social skills, including effective 
communication, turn-taking, trust, and 
friendships. 
 
Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics 
Students are introduced to and develop skills 
in the following areas: rhythmic fundamentals, 
creativity and self-exploration, locomotor skills, 

spatial awareness, pathways and directions, 
balance activities, listening and direction 
following activities, ball skills (throwing and 
kicking), and cooperative games. In swimming, 
students work on the development of the crawl 
stroke, breaststroke and backstroke.  They 
experience water exploration and learn about 
water safety. 
 
Science
Students develop inquiry skills as they 
participate in a wide variety of activities. 
The Project Approach to learning provides 
opportunities for children to develop 
questioning skills, simple research skills, and 
observe the details of an object. Sharing 
their knowledge as a group deepens their 
understanding of the science in our world. 
Projects provide children the opportunity to 
use their senses as a tool for basic scientific 
inquiry and work with many science-related 
instruments. 
 
Social Studies
Students explore various aspects of history, 
geography, and community/culture as they 
pertain to our classroom and projects. They 
explore history by gaining an understanding 
of their daily and weekly schedules, as well 
as being able to articulate personal or shared 
events sequentially. Through peer interactions 
of cooperative learning and group negotiations 
related to our projects, students work to build a 
strong sense of community and sense of group.     

MONTESSORI PROGRAM
 
The Montessori program is a child-centered, 
innovative approach to educating children, 
developed by Maria Montessori, an Italian 
physician. The Montessori environment 
encourages the emergence of independence 
and self-regulation, as a child becomes an 
active participant in his own learning. The daily 

schedule and structure supports the child’s 
developing sense of focus and concentration. 
Children are afforded the freedom and support 
to question and make connections with 
their own discoveries, yielding enthusiastic, 
confident and self-directed learners who can 
think critically, work in collaboration with 
others, and act with courage. In the multi-
age environment, children are introduced to 
academic concepts sequentially and concretely 
to address the child's developmental readiness 
and pique his emerging consciousness. Within 
the mixed age grouping, younger children learn 
from older children, and older children assume 
leadership roles and solidify their grasp of skills 
and concepts by helping younger children. 
During the third year, Montessori Kindergarten 
students are the oldest in the classroom and 
assume the role of leader, role model, and 
teacher to younger classmates, enjoying the 
natural boost of self-confidence as they gain 
knowledge and experience.

CURRICULUM

Art
MI/MII
Through the introduction of various artists, 
styles, and compositional genres, the students 
enjoy the freedom and space to experience 
their own explorations in creative expression. 
Visual arts, music, and creative dramatic 
experiences are available through free choice 
explorations, as well as organized performance.

 
MK 
Vsual art activities and assignments focus 
on the elements of line, shape, and color. 
Each student works to develop a meaningful 
connection in recognizing and identifying the 
function of art in everyday life. We explore 
two- and three-dimensional art, using a variety 
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of media and techniques, including drawing, 
painting, collage, printmaking, and sculpture. 
Students are introduced to exemplary works 
of art and artists, such as Vincent Van Gogh, 
Piet Mondrian, and Paul Klee. Students learn 
a vocabulary of art terms and develop an 
appreciation for the formal and expressive 
qualities in their own work, and that of others, 
through individual and group discussions.  
 
Music
MI/MII
Students work on differentiation of tempo and 
volume as expressive elements in music. They 
study in more detail the instrument families 
(wind, strings, and percussion). Xylophone 
work includes finding the letters (the music 
alphabet), correct mallet grip, and playing 
with both hands. The steady beat is stressed 
in instrument play and in body movement. 
Singing on pitch with the group is encouraged. 
Students also practice group movement, 
including circle movement games and 
movement to various cues.
 
MK
Students concentrate on rhythm, including 
steady beat, short and long sounds, and 
rhythmic patterns; pitch (high, middle, low, 
and matching pitch in singing), timbre of 
instruments, including orchestral instruments, 
and volume with use of proper terms: 
piano, mezzo, and forte. Students begin to 
read rhythms, including quarter and eighth 
notes and quarter rests. Listening exercises 
(including some composer study), xylophone 
performance, and celebrations of the school 
family complete their studies. Students prepare 
for their first stage performance, which involves 
group choreography, movement to a steady 
beat, basic stage etiquette, and procedures.
 

Language Arts

MI/MII 
The Montessori language curriculum is an 
integrated approach that combines phonics 
and whole language. Students work on 
following simple directions, listening to others, 
turn taking, and using words to express wants, 
needs, ideas, and observations. Daily interaction 
with peers and teachers help develop these 
skills. Phonemic awareness activities focus 
on analyzing sounds and on the sequence of 
sounds (phonemes) in the names of objects 
familiar to students. Conversation and oral 
vocabulary-building activities prepare children 
for work with written language. Written letters 
are introduced through environmental print, 
books, and the use of sandpaper letters. 
Through lessons with sandpaper letters, a child 
can feel the shape of a letter as he learns its 
phonetic sound. After several sounds have been 
mastered, students work to encode (compose) 
and decode (read) words by linking sounds 
together. A variety of writing materials, as well 
as metal insets are used to develop the motor 
skills needed for proper letter formation.
 
MK
Once students master several letter sounds, 
they begin to encode (compose) and decode 
(read) words by linking these sounds together. 
Students learn multi-vowel phonogram sounds 
and progress at their own pace through 
phonetic readers before moving on to more 
advanced texts. Students work on recognizing 
and understanding word families and more 
challenging sight words. MK students learn the 
conventions of writing, such as spacing and 
sentence structure, and use phonetic spelling, 
but also incorporate the correct spelling of 
taught words. There is a focus on mastery of 
sight words. In addition to other available fine 
motor choices, MK students use metal insets to 
develop the manipulative skills necessary for 
handwriting. Other language arts activities for 
MK students include formal handwriting lessons 
and practice, journal writing, and special project 

research and writing. Teachers devoted to 
language arts offer an additional experience to 
MK students that includes small group-focused 
lessons in phonemic awareness, guided reading, 
and Writing Workshop.
 
Math
MI/MII
Students first acquire a visual and tactile 
concept of numbers by participating in 
activities that teach sequence, recognition, 
and quantity of numbers 1 to 20. Once they 
understand quantity, students are introduced 
to the number “symbol.” Sandpaper numerals 
and counters, the spindle box, and the short 
bead stair provide children the opportunity 
to experience reinforcement of numerical 
concepts. Lessons and classroom materials 
are available to encourage a sense of order 
and logic, as well as the practice of identifying 
and creating patterns. Geometric shapes and 
terminology are studied through exploration of 
Montessori sensorial materials. Over the course 
of the school year, students participate in 
lessons introducing fractions and the concepts 
of time, money and measurement. In the math 
area, as in all other areas, students progress at 
their own pace, according to individual needs 
and interests.
 
MK
Students acquire a visual and tactile concept 
of numbers with activities that teach sequence, 
recognition, and quantity of numbers, 1 to 100. 
MK students explore the decimal system—ones, 
tens, hundreds, and thousands. The concepts 
of addition and subtraction are introduced 
and, in some cases, the more complex 
operations of multiplication and division. 
Lessons and classroom materials are available 
to encourage a sense of order and logic, as 
well as the practice of identifying and creating 
patterns. Geometric shapes and terminology 
are studied through exploration of sensorial 
materials. Classroom activities and materials 
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are available for students to have concrete, 
hands-on experience in each of these concepts.  
Over the course of the school year, students 
participate in lessons introducing fractions and 
the concepts of time, money, and measurement. 
In addition to lessons and work with Montessori 
materials, MK students engage in lessons in 
enVision math.
 
Modern Languages (French and Spanish): 
MK students take part in an exploratory year of 
modern languages. Students try out language 
by imitating high frequency words, phrases, 
greetings, and responses.  They also learn the 
colors, counting, and parts of the body through 
games and songs. As part of the modern 
language study, they learn about and celebrate 
traditional holidays.

Physical
Students’ gross motor skills are strengthened 
through outdoor activities, such as climbing, 
sliding, swinging, running, jumping, and 
throwing, and through large movements 
inside, such as moving through the classroom 
gracefully, floor scrubbing, and painting at 
the easel. The Practical Life curriculum offers 
a child instructions in everyday activities that 
not only strengthen focus and fine motor 
coordination, they give a child a chance to 
make a difference in the real world. Children 
return home with knowledge and interest in 
helping support the family and home. Another 
important part of physical development is 
acquiring self-help skills in the areas of hand 
washing, dressing, toileting, and packing their 
school bags. The children learn to take care of 
their own personal needs by trying first, then 
asking for help.

Personal Development
Montessori students are encouraged to show 
the CCDS Character Virtues of Respect, 
Responsibility, Integrity, Compassion, and 
Courage. They are able to demonstrate and 

work on internalizing these virtues every day 
by respecting their peers, being honest in their 
actions, sharing with others, using a peaceful 
voice and having the courage to do the right 
thing. Students are continually supported as 
they strive to develop important social skills, 
including: effective communication, turn 
taking, conflict resolution, trust, cooperation, 
collaboration, friendships, and appropriate 
interactions with both peers and adults. These 
important skills have a direct impact on each 
child’s self-concept and success as a student.

Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics 
Students are introduced to and develop skills 
in the following areas:  rhythmic fundamentals, 
creativity and self-exploration, locomotor skills, 
spatial awareness, pathways and directions, 
balance activities, listening and direction 
following activities, ball skills (throwing and 
kicking), and cooperative games. In swimming, 
the students work on development of the crawl 
stroke, breaststroke and backstroke.  They 
experience water exploration and learn about 
water safety.
Science
The Montessori science materials present the 
subject in such a way that children can observe, 
experiment, demonstrate, and record what 
has been learned. The Montessori science 
curriculum includes the areas of botany, 
zoology, and physical science, as well as water, 
light, and sound. Units of study are:  living 
and non-living, plants and animals, types of 
leaves, the mammal family, the human body 
and skeleton, and a special focus on food 
groups and nutrition, birds of Ohio, reptiles and 
amphibians, parts of the plant, growth of the 
seed, the flower, the world of insects, simple 
machines, and magnets.

Social Studies 
Montessori children work on becoming part 
of the classroom and school community and 
understanding the importance of sharing, 

manners, and respecting rules. Through walks 
on campus and cross-divisional events, children 
develop a sense of the CCDS community 
as a whole. Students are introduced to our 
planet's rich diversity of people. This area 
introduces students to the continents of the 
world, emphasizing a region or population's 
geography, history, music, art, and cultural 
traditions. The children study different areas of 
the world, and experience concrete examples 
through globes, puzzle maps, and land/water 
forms.  Students study the continents of the 
world, holidays, great Americans, the solar 
system, and layers of the earth.  
 
Library
In class, students are familiarized with the 
library, including how to locate, care for and 
check-out books. They learn about the basic 
parts of a book, as well as the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction books and 
where to locate them in the library. Read-
aloud, author and character studies encourage 
children to enjoy literature and to become 
aware of the connections between literature 
and the world around them. Students are given 
independent time to browse and check-out 
books.
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KINDERGARTEN
Kindergarten is a full-day program designed 
specifically for children who are 5 years old by 
September 30. Using project-based learning 
within a child-centered environment, children 
are exposed to a rich and varied curriculum 
that enhances their naturally curious and 
eager dispositions toward learning. This 
developmental environment nurtures their 
academic, emotional, social, and physiological 
growth. Teachers facilitate personal growth in a 
supportive environment that builds mutual trust 
in and respect for adults and peers. Children are 
given the time and opportunity to experience 
success independently and as members of the 
group, as their initiative and confidence grows 
in the joy of learning. Students also work with 
special teachers in movement, swimming, 
music, art, modern languages, and library.  

CURRICULUM 
Art
The visual art activities and assignments focus 
on the elements of line, shape, and color. 
Each student works to develop a meaningful 
connection in recognizing and identifying the 
function of art in everyday life. We explore 
two- and three- dimensional art using a variety 
of media and techniques including drawing, 
painting, collage, printmaking, and sculpture. 
Students are introduced to exemplary works 
of art and artists such as Vincent Van Gogh, 
Piet Mondrian, and Paul Klee. The students 
learn a vocabulary of art terms and develop 
an appreciation for the formal and expressive 
qualities in their own art work, and that 
of others, through individual and group 
discussions.  

Music
Students concentrate on rhythm, including 
steady beat, short and long sounds, and 
rhythmic patterns; pitch (high, middle, low, 
and matching pitch in singing), timbre of 

instruments, and volume with use of the proper 
terms: piano, mezzo, and forte. Students begin 
to read rhythms, including quarter and eighth 
notes and quarter rests. Listening exercises, 
including some composer study, xylophone 
performance, and celebrations of the school 
family complete their studies. Students prepare 
for their first stage performance, which involves 
group choreography, movement to a steady 
beat, stage etiquette, and procedures.
 

Language Arts 
Students focus on letter-sound association 
and auditory discrimination through hands on 
phonic activities. Kindergarteners sequence 
sounds to make short vowel and nonsense 
words. Phonemic awareness activities lead to 
increased reading ability, enhancing confidence 
and skills in writing. Kindergarteners work 
on recognizing and understanding rhyming 
words, word families, and sight words. They 
practice and refine this knowledge during work 
with guided and independent reading with 
a focus on digraphs, short vowels, the magic 
/e/ rule, and other beginning spelling rules. 
Students use phonetic spelling during writing 
activities, but also begin to incorporate the 
correct spelling of sight words. Different writing 
genres, including poetry, nonfiction, fiction, 
and personal narrative are explored through 
Writing Workshop. Students record ideas, 
simple stories, and labels. Teachers devoted to 
language arts offer an additional experience 
to Kindergarten students that includes small 
group-focused lessons in phonemic awareness 
and guided reading.

Math 
Kindergarteners gain a strong understanding 
of number concepts to 100. This includes 
counting, recognizing and identifying numbers 
1-100, skip counting by 10’s, 5’s and 2’s, and 
having an awareness of place value with 
ones, tens and hundreds. Students practice 

collecting data in a uniform way by taking 
surveys, creating and interpreting graphs, 
and exploring two- and three-dimensional 
shapes. Using hands-on activities, they develop 
a strong understanding of key words and 
symbols that point to subtraction or addition 
and when to use addition or subtraction in a 
simple story problem or classroom situation. 
Money is reviewed, focusing on value and coin 
identification. Students explore telling time, 
becoming familiar with the parts of a clock, 
hour, half hour, days of the week, and months 
of the year. The measurement unit focuses on 
comparing and ordering by length, weight, 
and volume, using relative terms and simple 
units of measurement. Throughout the year, 
Kindergarteners practice problem solving skills.

Modern Languages (French and Spanish) 
Students take part in an exploratory year of the 
modern languages. Students try out language 
by imitating high frequency words, phrases, 
greetings, and responses.  They also learn the 
colors, counting, and parts of the body through 
games and songs. As part of the modern 
language study, they learn about and celebrate 
traditional holidays.

Physical
Students have many opportunities to continue 
to develop and strengthen their gross motor 
skills. Outside play provides opportunities to 
climb, slide, swing, run, jump ride, and throw.  
The writing center and Writing Workshop help 
support the development and refinement of 
D'Nealian letter formation, fine motor skills, and 
use of an appropriate pencil grip. Students also 
have a wide variety of art and building activities 
to help strengthen small muscle movements 
and hand-eye coordination. Students continues 
to work on self-help skills and become more 
independent. 
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Personal Development
The CCDS Character Virtues encourage 
students to show respect, responsibility, 
integrity, compassion, and courage. Students 
learn what it means to be a good friend through 
social interactions with peers and conflict 
resolution. The students are encouraged to 
make good choices, negotiate desires, practice 
applying rules in their everyday routine, and 
gain independence while maintaining classroom 
participation. We discuss the importance of 
learning from every situation and working 
toward becoming a better student. 

Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics
Students are introduced to and develop skills 
in the following areas: rhythmic fundamentals, 
creativity and self-exploration, locomotor skills, 
spatial awareness, pathways and directions, 
balance activities, listening and direction 
following activities, ball skills (throwing and 
kicking), and cooperative games. In swimming, 
the students work on development of the crawl 
stroke, breaststroke and backstroke. They 
experience water exploration and learn about 
water safety.
 
Science
Kindergarten students approach scientific 
learning with an emphasis on sensory 
experience. Field trips and hikes on campus, 
where Kindergartners listen, feel, view, 
smell, and taste their way around the trails, 
engage and delight the senses. As students 
hone their observational skills, they begin 
to differentiate the world around them and 
discover the relationships between living and 
non-living. Science units include the life cycle 
of butterflies, plant life cycles, skeletal systems, 
dental health, nutrition and digestion, animal 
family groupings, and the solar system. Routine 
visits to the natural world our campus provides 
enhances and deepens classroom lessons.
 

Social Studies
Global awareness, beginning with self-
awareness and the year-long social studies 
focus of learning about the meaning of 
community, begins with learning about 
each other. Through a variety of activities, 
Kindergarteners learn about character virtues 
and family heritage. Students begin to learn 
about the larger school community through 
activities, such as campus hikes and reading 
to other classes. Students participate in 
community service projects and recycling.
 
Library
In class, students are familiarized with the 
library, including how to locate, care for and 
check-out books. They learn about the basic 
parts of a book, as well as the difference 
between fiction and non-fiction books and 
where to locate them in the library. Read-
aloud, author and character studies encourage 
children to enjoy literature and to become 
aware of the connections between literature 
and the world around them. Students are given 
independent time to browse and check-out 
books.

FIRST GRADE
First grade students continue as active 
participants in a developmental environment 
that nurtures their academic, emotional, 
social, and physiological growth. The core of 
the curriculum centers on reading, writing, 
and math skills. Social studies and science 
units enhance reading and math skills while 
expanding the child’s knowledge in these 
areas. Students receive direct instruction 
in reading and math through a variety of 
strategies that meet personal learning needs. 
All classrooms have a lead teacher, and a 
certified collaborative teacher who assists 
during key academic instruction, resulting in a 
low student/teacher ratio.  

CURRICULUM 

Art
Visual art activities and assignments focus 
on the elements of line, shape, and color. 
Each student works to develop a meaningful 
connection in recognizing and identifying the 
function of art in everyday life. We explore 
two- and three- dimensional art using a 
variety of media and techniques, including 
drawing, painting, collage, printmaking, 
and sculpture. Students are introduced to 
exemplary works of art and artists such as 
Claude Monet and Leonardo da Vinci. The 
students learn a vocabulary of art terms and 
develop an appreciation for the formal and 
expressive qualities in their own art work, and 
that of others, through individual and group 
discussions.
 
Music
Singing, rhythm instruments, theory and 
performance are all part of the music program. 
Students are exposed to American cultural and 
regional music through singing and work with 
instruments (small percussion and xylophone 
family). Concepts include rhythm (steady 
beat, rhythmic patterns and reading rhythm), 
recognizing and singing on pitch, listening 
exercises with composer study, and instruments 
of the orchestra. Stage performance includes 
choreography, beginning microphone skills and 
basic stagecraft.
 
Language Arts
Daily reading groups use leveled Guided 
Reading books to teach decoding, fluency, 
and comprehension. These skills are also 
practiced through daily independent reading. 
Teacher read-alouds call upon auditory listening 
skills and give the students opportunities for 
oral participation. The word study program 
emphasizes the acquisition of spelling patterns 
and high-frequency words for use in reading 
and writing. Daily Writing Workshop lessons 



Lower School Curriculum - 12

teach writing conventions and crafts used in 
writing personal narratives, research reports, 
opinion pieces and poetry.  
 
Math
Math skills are presented in a variety of 
contexts that promote problem solving, 
reasoning, communication, making connections, 
designing and analyzing representations, and 
real life applications. Students practice reading, 
writing, comparing and sequencing numbers, 
and exploring number relationships and 
patterns. Computation strategies for addition 
and subtraction are taught, and the inverse 
relationship between the two is explored. 
Students practice math facts for speed and 
accuracy. Word problems focus on recognizing 
the given information, understanding what 
is being asked, and using reasoning to solve 
problems. Students study geometry by 
describing, composing, and decomposing two-
dimensional and three-dimensional shapes. 
Measurement lessons focus on size, capacity, 
and weight. Students practice demonstrating 
and telling time. Money skills include coin 
recognition and counting.

Modern Languages 
Students review skills introduced in their 
Kindergarten exploratory semester, and learn 
elementary vocabulary relating to school, 
home and family, and foods. In addition to the 
vocabulary introduced with each unit, first 
graders learn to build sentences beginning 
with “I am” and “I have” and “is.” They learn 
several common adjectives. Students use their 
developing skills in written and spoken projects 
and in classroom games and conversation. They 
continue to work toward mastering proper 
pronunciation during spoken communication, 
and to increase their understanding of target 
language cultures. Students informally review 
study habits and are invited to practice for a 
few minutes each day.
 

Physical 
Students participate in activities to develop and 
strengthen their gross motor skills and increase 
their stamina. Outside play and sports activities 
provide consistent opportunities for large 
muscle exercise during recess. Hikes, climbing 
trees and exploring in outdoor education 
provide additional opportunities for students 
to develop their skills. Daily writing activities 
and project work refine students' fine motor 
skills. Students are expected to demonstrate 
increased independence with self-help skills.
 
Personal Development
Our students' character development focuses 
on respect, responsibility, integrity, compassion, 
and courage in a variety of circumstances. 
These core values are central to working and 
playing together. The goal is for students to 
keep these values in mind throughout the day. 
Honesty and self-control are primary ways the 
students show respect for their classmates 
and teachers. The students develop grit as 
they accept challenges and put forth effort 
in the learning process. They strive to follow 
directions, think independently, and assume 
greater responsibility. They will continue to 
learn techniques for using their time well, 
organizing their materials, and carefully 
completing their assignments.
 
Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics
Character development, physical fitness, 
and sportsmanship are fostered through 
participation in cooperative games, 
understanding team concepts, and encouraging 
respect for others, equipment, and facilities. 
Classes focus on development of gross 
motor skills through ball skills, gymnastics, 
swimming, and kinesthetic awareness. 
The students develop fine motor skills by 
working with manipulatives, and they practice 
creative movement through rhythm and 
tempo, rhythmic instruments, and movement 
exploration.  In swimming, the students work on 

development of the crawl stroke, breaststroke, 
backstroke, and butterfly.  They experience 
water exploration and learn about water safety.
 
Science
The curriculum focuses around water. Students 
use observation techniques to learn about 
water habitats while building aquariums and 
visiting local ponds. As students focus on water 
in their world, they learn about purification, 
conservation, and usage. Water properties, 
including the water cycle, are investigated 
through experimentation. First grade connects 
the study of water to the Ohio River and 
structures and bridges. Students plan, design, 
and build bridges that are weight-tested for 
strength and durability. Knowledge of water, 
Cincinnati geography, and structures are 
connected to a study of boats.
 
Social Studies 
The year-long focus is on the city of Cincinnati. 
Students learn about Cincinnati’s geographic 
features including ponds, rivers, and hills. 
Students study Native American cultures and 
early settlers from the Cincinnati area. The 
focus then shifts to the present, and students 
learn about Cincinnati today. Each student 
researches and builds a significant place in 
Cincinnati. Mapping skills are taught and 
utilized as students locate nearby places.  Field 
trips to the Indian Hill Water Works, Cincinnati 
History Museum, and the Purple People 
Bridge reinforce and extend the social studies 
curriculum.
 
Library
Students continue to familiarize themselves 
with the library with focus on independently 
choosing “just right” books and browsing the 
different parts of the library. They learn about 
reading, and decoding text and navigation 
features of non-fiction books. A technology 
unit introduces students to the basics of word 
processing (changing font size and color, saving 
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work to our network drives, printing work 
independently) and inking on our tablet PCs. 
Read-alouds encourage children to explore new 
genres and types of literature. Students are 
given independent time to browse and check-
out books.

SECOND GRADE
Second graders continue with a program that 
addresses students’ academic, social, and 
emotional growth. They build on their skills 
from Kindergarten and first grade. These skills 
are enriched through the development of 
independence, critical thinking, and problem 
solving in all areas. Students in second grade 
are taught in self-contained classrooms. They 
attend many special classes outside of their 
classrooms throughout the week, including 
modern language (French or Spanish), 
library, music, art, physical education, and 
swimming. Computer technology is integrated 
throughout the curriculum, and tablet 
computers are available in each classroom. A 
certified collaborative teacher assists during 
key academic instruction, resulting in a low 
student/teacher ratio.

CURRICULUM
Art
Visual art activities and assignments focus 
on the elements of line, shape, and color. 
Each student works to develop a meaningful 
connection in recognizing and identifying the 
function of art in everyday life. We explore 
two- and three-dimensional art using a variety 
of media and techniques, including drawing, 
painting, collage, printmaking, and sculpture. 
Students are introduced to exemplary works of 
art and artists such as Vincent Van Gogh, Paul 
Klee, Edvard Munch, Jim Dine, and Aboriginal 
art. Students learn a vocabulary of art terms 
and develop an appreciation for the formal and 
expressive qualities in their own art work, and 

that of others, through individual and group 
discussions.
 
Music
Students concentrate on songs of other nations 
in vocal performance, rhythm (adding simple 
ostinato patterns to rhythm reading), written 
notation, keyboards, the major scale and 
solfege (do re mi etc.). Xylophone/keyboard 
study includes xylophone family and piano, and 
introductions of major and minor tonalities and 
the major scale. Stage performance includes 
instruments and more developed choreography, 
and more refined microphone and group 
stagecraft skills.
 
Language Arts
The language arts curriculum in second grade 
is comprised of reading, spelling, writing, 
speaking and listening, and research. The 
goal of the program is to foster creative and 
meaningful expression of ideas by building 
vocabulary, increasing fluency in reading, 
writing, and speaking. Students experience an 
immersion in literature through daily story time 
and sharing stories and ideas with each other. 
Guided reading is the foundation of our reading 
program. With teacher support, the guided 
reading approach enables students to practice 
and learn strategies that enable them to read 
increasingly difficult texts independently. They 
also focus on constructing meaning, which is 
the ultimate goal of all independent reading. 
Teachers strive to create a relaxed climate for 
learning so the students will enjoy hearing 
and reading the literature and participate in 
discussion. 
 
Each step in Writing Workshop is designed to 
help the students move purposefully through 
the entire process of writing. The use of 
phonetic spelling is acceptable when writing 
the first draft because it frees the students to 
think about ideas, be creative, and use their 
larger speaking vocabulary. The Rebecca 

Sitton Word Study Program emphasizes 
the acquisition of both spelling patterns 
and sight words for use in reading and 
writing. Through the editing process, 
students incorporate and refine spelling and 
grammar rules. An emphasis is also placed 
on phonological awareness. Cursive writing 
is taught in the fall and used throughout the 
year.
   
Math 
Daily enVision Math lessons include 
interactive learning, visual animation, and 
story problems with an emphasis on oral 
and written language to strengthen the 
students' ability to think and communicate 
mathematically. They use place value 
and properties of operations to create 
equivalent representations of given 
numbers and to write, compare, and order 
multi-digit numbers. Students add and 
subtract, use measurement, geometry, and 
data to solve problems. They use geometric 
knowledge and spatial reasoning to develop 
foundations for understanding area, 
fractions, and proportions. They develop 
an initial understanding of multiplication 
as repeated addition. Students use number 
patterns, letters, and symbols to extend 
their knowledge of properties of numbers 
and operations.
 
Modern Languages
Students continue to expand their 
vocabulary, particularly related to animals, 
calendar, and school. In addition to the 
vocabulary introduced with each unit, 
second graders focus on solidifying 
their understanding of target-language 
grammar, particularly in relation to the 
number and gender. They begin practicing 
verb conjugation using “to be.” Lessons 
target communication most relevant to 
young students. They use their developing 
skills in written and spoken projects and 
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in classroom games and conversation. They 
continue to work toward mastering proper 
pronunciation during spoken communication, 
and to increase their understanding of target-
language cultures. Students informally review 
study habits and are invited to practice for a 
few minutes each day.
 
Personal Development 
As second graders become increasingly more 
independent and self-aware, our goal is for 
them to be responsible, active participants in 
the Country Day community. Through morning 
meetings, interviews, assemblies and projects, 
they are becoming more experienced at sharing 
their thoughts and speaking in public. They 
are learning to stay true to themselves, be 
honest and sincere, and show respect to one 
another. They are working to be better listeners, 
follow directions, organize their materials, and 
carefully complete their assignments. 
 
Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics
Character development, physical fitness, 
and sportsmanship are fostered through 
participation in cooperative games, 
understanding team concepts, and encouraging 
respect for others, equipment, and facilities. 
Classes focus on improvement of gross motor 
skills through ball skills, gymnastics, swimming, 
and kinesthetic awareness. The students refine 
fine motor skills by working with manipulatives, 
and they practice creative movement through 
rhythm and tempo, rhythmic instruments, and 
movement exploration. Many of the skills are 
reinforced in a roller skating unit, a favorite 
for many students. In swimming, the students 
work on development of the crawl stroke, 
breaststroke, backstroke, and butterfly. They 
experience water exploration and learn about 
water safety.

Science 
Life sciences are a central theme, and topics 
covered include the basic needs of people, 

animals and plants, world biomes, habitats, 
weather, and seasons.  The 62-acre campus 
is used for exploration of our local ecosystem 
through nature hikes and activities when 
studying local plants, habitats, and seasonal 
changes. Scientific inquiry is a common 
approach, and the students learn how to collect 
data and explain their findings in response to 
those observations and activities. Students 
display application of these lessons through 
an animal research project that includes oral, 
written, and artistic representations of what 
they have learned. 
 
Social Studies 
Second graders compare contemporary 
rural, urban, and suburban communities to 
settlements in Ohio's past. Students learn 
basic map skills, create timelines, and study 
relevant current events. Roles as citizens within 
our community are explored through the 
community interview project. The concept of 
citizenship is expanded through the study of 
historical figures by encouraging our students 
to understand that one person can make a 
difference. Students display application of 
these lessons through a biography research 
project and Oliver's Travels adventure, both 
of which includes oral, written, and artistic 
representations of what they have learned. 
 
Library
The program is designed to meet the reading, 
media, and information needs of students. 
Individual reading ability is matched with 
interest to help students select appropriate 
books. Basic library skills are reviewed, and 
students learn to use the online catalog to 
locate books by using call numbers in the 
library. In addition to using the fiction and 
non-fiction sections of the library, students 
are introduced to biographies: what they are, 
how they are organized and where to locate 
them in the library. Developmental research 
skills are introduced using age-appropriate 

electronic resources to support classroom 
research projects. Students are engaged in 
reading through read-alouds and discussions. 
Students are given independent time to browse 
and check-out books for their personal and 
curricular needs.  

THIRD GRADE
The third grade is dynamic and designed 
to encourage students to become more 
independent by developing individual 
responsibility for projects and longer-term 
assignments. Primary teachers are responsible 
for instructing language arts, social studies, 
math, and supporting science. Students have 
special teachers for science, art, music, modern 
language, physical education, swimming, and 
library. Technology is integrated throughout the 
curriculum, and tablet computers are available 
in each classroom. A certified collaborative 
teacher assists during key academic instruction, 
resulting in a low student/teacher ratio.

CURRICULUM 
Art
Visual art activities and assignments focus 
on the elements of line, shape, color, value, 
and form.  Each student works to develop a 
meaningful connection in recognizing and 
identifying the function of art in everyday 
life. We explore two- and three-dimensional 
art using a variety of media and techniques, 
including drawing, painting, collage, 
printmaking, and sculpture. Students are 
introduced to exemplary works of art and 
artists such as Georgia O'Keeffe, Andy Warhol, 
Wayne Thiebaud, and Henri Matisse. The 
students learn a vocabulary of art terms and 
develop an appreciation for the formal and 
expressive qualities in their own art work, and 
that of others, through individual and group 
discussions.
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Music
Third graders extend their knowledge of music 
through introduction of the soprano recorder, 
continued growth in vocal performance, and 
creative movement. The students use their 
basic notation and reading skills as they study 
fingerings and begin reading songs for the 
recorder. They sharpen listening skills paying 
attention to intonation on recorders. Study of 
“The Star Spangled Banner” culminates in solo 
performance of the song. Stagecraft skills are 
extended to include individual stage skills in 
performance of “The Nutcracker” with basic 
character development, props, set movement, 
and timing. 
 
Language Arts
The language arts curriculum in third grade 
is comprised of reading, spelling, writing, 
speaking and listening, research, and study 
skills. The goal of the program is to foster 
creative and meaningful expression of ideas 
by building vocabulary, increasing fluency in 
reading, writing, speaking, and furthering literal 
and interpretive comprehension.
 
Throughout the year, students engage in 
reading for pleasure and understanding, to 
gain information, and as a tool for beginning 
research skills. Guided reading is the foundation 
of our reading program, which includes 
instructional reading groups and independent 
reading. With the teacher’s support, the guided 
reading approach enables students to practice 
and learn strategies that enable them to read 
increasingly difficult texts independently. 
Teachers strive to create a relaxed climate for 
learning so the students will enjoy listening, 
reading the literature and participating in 
discussions.    
 
The Rebecca Sitton Spelling program provides 
a menu of skill building activities designed 
to teach critical concepts at a student’s 
instructional level. Students are introduced to 

the 1,200 most frequently used words in the 
English language. Assessments are used to 
identify words and skills not yet mastered on an 
individual basis. In Writing Workshop, our goals 
include: strengthening mechanics, building 
confidence in written expression, improving 
sentence structure, encouraging proofreading 
skills, and strengthening spelling skills. Written 
expression in third grade is addressed through 
letter writing, Writing Workshop, weekly 
writing, book reports, and research.
 
Math
The third grade utilizes the enVision Math 
program, which focuses on building number 
sense, strengthening mathematical concepts, 
and learning basic facts.  The math program 
makes a strong connection between math skills 
and written expression. Classroom activities 
involve A Problem of the Day, Daily Spiral 
Review, and a modeled visual representation of 
concepts that includes hands-on learning and 
application. Students are expected to use the 
appropriate mathematical vocabulary when 
explaining their problem-solving strategies, 
both orally and in writing. Differentiation is 
offered and assessed daily through completed 
assignments.
 
Modern Languages
Students continue to expand their vocabulary 
while practicing simple verb conjugation. In 
addition to the vocabulary introduced with 
each unit, third graders focus on solidifying 
their understanding of target-language 
grammar, particularly in relation to the number 
and gender. Lessons target communication 
most relevant to young students. Students use 
their developing skills in written and spoken 
projects, in classroom games and conversation, 
and in correspondence with pen pals. They 
continue to work toward mastering proper 
pronunciation during spoken communication, 
and to increase their understanding of target-
language cultures. Students informally review 

study habits and are encouraged to practice 
for a few minutes each day.
 
Personal Development
Our students' character development 
focuses on respect, responsibility, integrity, 
compassion, and courage in a variety 
of circumstances. These core values are 
central to working and playing together, 
and the goal is to go through the day with 
these values in mind. Honesty and self-
control are primary ways the students show 
respect for their classmates and teachers. 
Students learn to accept challenge and 
effort as part of the learning process. They 
strive to become better listeners, follow 
directions, think independently, and assume 
greater responsibility. They continue to 
learn techniques for using their time well, 
organizing their materials, and carefully 
completing their assignments.
 
Physical Education, Movement and 
Aquatics
The program provides a variety of 
challenging, stimulating activities that 
promote social interaction and improvement 
of self-concepts, teamwork, sportsmanship, 
fitness, and skill development. Many of the 
skills are reinforced in a roller skating unit, 
a favorite for many students. In swimming, 
the students work on the crawl stroke, 
breaststroke, backstroke, and butterfly as 
we break down the specific skills of each 
stroke. They experience water exploration 
and learn about water safety.
 
Science 
The students are exposed to a variety of 
life, earth, and physical sciences in order 
to build a foundation of general science 
knowledge. The curriculum includes both 
content and process learning. Learning 
about science (content) and learning 
how to do science (process) are two 
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different, but equally important, functions of 
the science program. To this end, students 
engage in manipulative activities that allow 
them to construct a knowledge base of science 
concepts. The units of study are rocks and 
minerals, simple machines, sound, and ecology. 
 
Social Studies
Students study and develop an understanding 
and appreciation of the Earth, its past, its 
people and their communities. Units of study 
are cross-curricular with an emphasis placed 
on learning through simulations, which provide 
rich, hands-on learning experiences of what life 
was like long ago. The goal of our program is to 
further an understanding and appreciation of 
our natural environment, and foster respect for 
the people in it.
 
Library 
The program is designed to meet the reading, 
media, technology, and information needs 
of students. They learn skills that help them 
as they develop into independent learners, 
including: library organization author studies, 
online catalog searching, database use, 
reading enrichment, information evaluation, 
and literature appreciation. The students have 
independent time to browse and select books 
for their personal and curricular needs. 
 

FOURTH GRADE
Fourth grade provides a challenging and 
diversified curriculum for students. Each day 
starts with a Morning Meeting, during which 
students share, classroom plans are discussed, 
and community-building activities take place. 
Homeroom teachers are responsible for 
instructing language arts, math, and social 
studies with integrated technology. The 
students have special teachers for science, 
art, music, modern language, swimming, 
physical education, and library. Technology 
is integrated throughout the curriculum, and 

tablet computers are available for student use 
in the classrooms. A certified collaborative 
teacher assists during key academic instruction, 
resulting in a low student/teacher ratio.

CURRICULUM 

Art
Visual art activities and assignments focus 
on the elements of line, shape, color, value, 
and form. Each student works to develop a 
meaningful connection in recognizing and 
identifying the function of art in everyday 
life. We explore two- and three-dimensional 
art using a variety of media and techniques, 
including drawing, painting, collage, 
printmaking, and sculpture. Students are 
introduced to exemplary works of art and 
artists such as Pablo Picasso, Vincent Van Gogh, 
and Henri Matisse. Students learn a vocabulary 
of art terms and develop an appreciation for 
the formal and expressive qualities in their own 
art work, and that of others, through individual 
and group discussions.
 
Music
Fourth graders finalize their preparation for 
Middle School as they focus on the complete 
treble staff and music and rhythm reading. 
They continue to work toward proficiency 
in vocal performance with part-singing. 
Recorder performance is stretched to include 
performance of more difficult songs. Stagecraft 
skills are used in performance of the fourth-
grade play, each student performing in 
character while also cooperating in group 
songs and choreography.   
 
Language Arts
The language arts curriculum is composed 
of reading, spelling, writing, speaking and 
listening, research, and study skills. The goal 
of the program is to foster creative and 
meaningful expression of ideas by building 
vocabulary, increasing fluency in reading, 

writing and speaking, and furthering literal and 
interpretive comprehension. Throughout the 
year, students engage in reading for pleasure 
and understanding in order to gain information, 
and as a vital tool for beginning research skills. 
The foundation of the reading program is 
guided reading, which includes instructional 
reading groups, independent reading, and 
literature discussions.
 
The Rebecca Sitton Spelling program 
provides a menu of skill-building activities 
that range in sophistication to teach critical 
concepts at a student’s own level. Students 
are introduced to the 1,200 most frequently 
used words in the English language, which 
are divided into two groups: “core words” 
and “no excuse words.” Assessments are used 
to identify words and skills not yet mastered 
on an individual basis. Grammar skills are 
introduced and reviewed during lessons and 
independent writing. In writing, the goals 
include: strengthening mechanics and spelling 
skills, building confidence in writing expression, 
improving sentence structure, refining, editing 
and proofreading skills. Written expression is 
addressed through letter writing, journaling, 
Writing Workshop, book reports, and research.
 
Math
The math curriculum strengthens and extends 
many previously introduced concepts in the 
areas of number properties and operations, 
problem solving, measurement, geometry, 
data analysis, and algebra. Mathematical 
reasoning and process skills are at the core 
of the curriculum. Students work to transition 
from concrete understanding to abstract 
application of skills and concepts. As the math 
program moves toward a greater emphasis 
on application and the ability to express the 
thinking process, the focus shifts from the final 
product to the intellectual process. Writing, 
speaking, and listening are important aspects 
of math literacy and key components within 



Lower School Curriculum - 16 17

our math program. Vocabulary development 
and application are integrated throughout, 
as students are asked to share their problem- 
solving strategies in oral and written form. 
The ability to effectively and efficiently apply 
problem-solving strategies is further developed 
through logical/critical thinking challenges. 
Skill work is reinforced through real world 
application and curriculum integration across 
all subject areas. 
 
Modern Languages
Students focus on writing paragraphs using 
common verbs and vocabulary. While new 
vocabulary is introduced with each unit, 
fourth graders concentrate on solidifying their 
understanding of target-language grammar, 
particularly in relation to the use of adjectives. 
Lessons target communication most relevant 
to young students, from making introductions 
to talking about themselves, their family and 
friends, and their likes and dislikes. Students 
use their developing skills in written and spoken 
projects, in classroom games and conversation, 
and in correspondence with pen pals.  They 
continue to work toward mastering proper 
pronunciation during spoken communication, 
and to increase their understanding of target-
language cultures. Students informally review 
study habits, and are encouraged to practice 
for a few minutes each day.
 
Personal Development
Students' character development focuses on 
respect, responsibility, integrity, compassion 
and courage in a variety of circumstances. 
As the oldest students in the division, 
fourth graders are the role models for many 
other students. Throughout the year, many 
conversations take place about exemplifying 
manners, hallway behaviors, and controlling 
their voices and bodies. It is important 
for fourth graders to own their learning. 
Responsibility for personal materials and 
homework is expected from the first day of 

school. Fourth graders begin to refine the 
cooperative learning experience as they 
develop a more individualized understanding of 
the give-and-take of peer relations.

Physical Education, Movement and Aquatics
The program provides a variety of challenging, 
stimulating activities that promote social 
interaction and improvement of self-concepts, 
teamwork, sportsmanship, fitness, and skill 
development. The students participate in 
a roller skating unit that reinforces many 
of the previously-learned skills, such as 
spatial awareness and balance. Swimming 
provides opportunities for the students to 
work on stroke development in crawl stroke, 
breaststroke, backstroke, and butterfly as we 
break down the specifics of each stroke. 
 
Science 
The students are exposed to a variety of life, 
earth/space, and physical sciences in order 
to build a foundation of general science 
knowledge. The curriculum includes both 
content and process learning. Learning about 
science (content) and learning how to do 
science (process) are two different, but equally 
important, functions of the science program. 
To this end, students engage in manipulative 
activities that allow them to construct a 
knowledge base of science concepts. The units 
of study are plants, solar system and space 
exploration, electricity and magnetism.
 
Social Studies
Students develop an understanding of the 
past and how ideas, events, and people have 
shaped our country and state. The study of 
current events helps the students understand 
the world we live in, as well as how we are 
shaping our future. Units of study include: 
geography, people in societies, Ohio history, 
economics, government, and citizenship 
rights and responsibilities. Students use their 
knowledge from a particular unit to work 

independently and cooperatively in learning 
groups.  Research skills are reinforced 
throughout the year by class assignments 
and homework. 

Library
The program is designed to meet the 
reading, media, technology, and information 
needs of students. Building upon concepts 
introduced in the early grades, special 
focus is given to more advanced computer 
instruction and the use of collaborative 
computer programs to guide research 
projects. Students learn to use a variety 
of electronic resources, databases and the 
web to complete research using keyword 
searches. Touch typing techniques are 
introduced and are practiced through self-
paced lessons using a web-based typing 
program. Read-alouds and book talks 
introduce students to age appropriate 
resources. Students are given independent 
time to browse and select books for their 
personal and curricular needs.



Middle School Curriculum - 18

INTRODUCTION TO THE MIDDLE SCHOOL
The Middle School provides a supportive environment in 
which students can move confidently from the concrete 
to the abstract, from child to adolescent. The program, 
designed to meet the developmental needs of early 
adolescence, includes a wide range of intellectual, social 
and physical experiences.

PHILOSOPHY OF THE DIVISION
The Country Day Middle School faculty and staff recognize 
and appreciate the strengths and weaknesses of children 
in this particular period of life. Ever mindful of the 
developmental needs of adolescents, the faculty provides 
quality guidance, support and resources for Middle School 
students. The curriculum is designed to develop skills 
needed by all while also allowing for individual learning 
patterns and interests. A variety of exploratory courses 
and activities enables students to identify their individual 
interests and abilities in the areas of academics, creative 
and performing arts, athletics and socialization, and 
character development.

The Middle School faculty and administration, 
in partnership with students and parents, seek 
to fulfill the following goals:

ACADEMICS AND CURRICULUM:  
•   Promote intellectual curiosity, a lifelong 
     love of learning, personal responsibility, and 
     the development of an independent,
     personalized approach to learning.  
•   Address a variety of learning styles while 
     engaging and challenging students to take 
     risks.  
•   Develop a solid foundation of skills while 
     emphasizing problem solving and the 
     learning process. 
•   Reinforce student work ethic as a 
     fundamental principle in the 
     learning process.

Character: Develop a healthy sense of respect, 
responsibility, integrity, compassion, courage, 
tolerance, and sportsmanship.

Self-esteem: Promote confidence by setting 
and achieving meaningful, challenging and 
age-appropriate goals.

Social development: Expose students to a 
variety of ideas in order to encourage a global 
vision, and promote accountability, social 
decency, and proper behavior.

Non-cognitive constructs: Develop previously 
immeasurable skills like teamwork, creativity, 
ethics, resilience, curiosity, and time 
management. The faculty incorporates the 
constructs into the appropriate grade-level 
curriculum and highlights a different construct 
within the themes of the year.

MIDDLE SCHOOL POLICIES

HOMEWORK
Homework creates a learning situation in 
which students become more independent, 
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both in terms of scheduling their time and 
in understanding themselves as thinkers 
and problem-solvers. Homework not only 
reinforces the materials and processes learned 
in class but also gives the students and 
teachers a tool to evaluate what the students 
know and what they still need to learn. The 
following guidelines have been developed 
using a Country Day student of average 
abilities as a typical example:

Grade 5: Students should expect one and a 
quarter hours of homework each day. They 
should be able to complete a half hour of 
homework at school, leaving 45 minutes of 
homework each night.

Grade 6: Students should expect one and a 
half hours of homework each day. They should 
be able to complete a half hour of homework 
at school, leaving an hour of homework each 
night.

Grade 7: Students should expect two hours of 
homework each day. They should be able to 
complete a half hour of homework at school, 
leaving an hour and a half of homework each 
night.

Grade 8: Students should expect two and one 
half hours of homework each day. They should 
be able to complete a half hour of homework 
at school, leaving two hours of homework 
each night.

Grades 5, 6, 7 and 8: For each course, 
homework is assigned on a weekly basis 
(each Monday through the following Monday). 
Weekly homework assignments are posted on 
the Portal.  Students who are absent because 
of illness or observance of a religious holiday 
are not expected to turn in homework on the 
day they return. As a general rule, students 
should make-up all school work within a two-
day period.          

GRADING
All students’ Report Forms should present 
a numeric grade that corresponds with the 
respective letter grade.
            97-100 = A+
            93-96 = A
            90-92 = A-
            87-89 = B+
            83-86 = B
            80-82 = B-
            77-79 = C+
            73-76 = C
            70-72 = C-
            67-69 = D+
            63-66 = D
            60-62 = D-
            59 & below = F
            87 and above = Honors
            69 and below = Academic Review

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Within the context of the mission, Country 
Day offers all students enrolled in the school 
reasonable support for individual needs. The 
school provides a differentiated environment 
by adjusting structures, strategies, and 
teaching pedagogy that caters to a variety of 
learning styles. 
 
When a student needs additional learning 
or behavioral support, the Support Services 
personnel and process are available to help 
each student be successful.  The amount of 
additional support a student needs will vary 
depending on each situation. Please see the 
classroom teacher or Division Head if you 
have questions or concerns about your child’s 
educational needs.

ACADEMIC HONESTY 
The purpose of the Middle School Honor 
Code is to foster an atmosphere of trust and 
cooperation among students, faculty, and all 
other members of the school community. By 
having students take a pledge of honesty, 

the Honor Code places the responsibility for 
respect and honor on the students themselves. 
The honor and integrity of the school are 
reinforced by each and every student who 
signs the Honor Code. The Honor Code of the 
Middle School is based on three principles 
that must be honored by every member of our 
community: one will not lie, cheat, or steal.

ACADEMIC HONORS
A student achieves the designation of 
Honors if he/she receives an 87%/B+ or 
better average. A Middle School Honor Roll 
will be published at the end of the year. In 
determining Honors, any student having an 
average less than 70%/C- in any course is 
disqualified from Honors consideration.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
While the Middle School does not have a 
formal community service requirement, many 
students learn the value of serving others 
by participating in the Middle School Make 
a Difference Day. In addition, Middle School 
student council organizes other activities that 
support others outside the CCDS community 
(Movember, Josh Cares, and Pink Ribbon).

STUDY HALL
Students use two study halls per week to get 
a head start on daily homework and study for 
upcoming quizzes and tests.  

TESTS, PAPERS, QUIZZES 
It is the desire of the faculty that students 
should not be burdened with three or more 
tests on one day. To that end, there are 
specific days when a particular subject test 
should be given. Teachers may alter test days 
so long as it does not result in students having 
more than two tests on any given day. Grade-
level team leaders will coordinate any changes 
to the test day schedule.  
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FIFTH GRADE CURRICULUM
As the transition year from the Lower 
School into the Middle School, fifth graders 
receive new freedoms and assume new 
responsibilities. Students change classes, 
have a more relaxed dress code, and manage 
a higher level of homework organization. It is 
the goal of the fifth-grade team to produce 
confident, organized students who self-
advocate and to continue to nourish a love of 
learning. The fifth grade teachers work closely 
as a team to integrate curriculum where 
possible. They develop students’ progress 
through the teaching of effective study, library, 
and technology skills while monitoring their 
progress through a variety of assessments and 
homework.

English
The English program focuses on strengthening 
skills in reading, writing, speaking, and 
listening to produce confident, fluent users 
of the English language. Students learn 
and practice the habits of good readers 
by reading novels connected to the social 
studies curriculum. Emphasis is placed 
on strengthening reading comprehension 
strategies, vocabulary development, and 
the use and recognition of literary devices. 
Spelling strategies and grammar lessons 
are taught in the context of student reading 
and writing to help students recognize the 
patterns, rules, and exceptions to the rules 
characteristic of the English language.  The 
teaching and modeling of the writing traits: 
ideas, organization, voice, word choice, 
sentence fluency, and conventions, as well 
as the writing process, are a routine part of 
the curriculum. Students are given numerous 
opportunities to practice and strengthen their 
speaking and listening skills through individual 
and group presentations and projects.  

Math
Students start the year by learning about 
various problem-solving strategies and 
how to apply them in different situations. 
The students then move on to apply their 
understanding of models for division, place 
value, properties, and the relationship of 
division to multiplication as they develop 
efficient procedures to find quotients 
involving multi-digit dividends. After they 
cover these number and operation concepts, 
students move on to apply these strategies to 
decimals, as well as fractional concepts.  They 
use these strategies to add, subtract, multiply, 
and divide decimals along with fractions.  As a 
class, we then explore real-world applications 
through activities, such as, “What is a better 
buy?” where the students calculate the price 
per ounce of various grocery items.  The 
students finish the year by studying geometry 
and measurement, relating two-dimensional to 
three-dimensional shapes by describing them 
in terms of edges, faces, or vertices. They 
then learn how to calculate perimeter, area, 
and volume.  We assess these skills by doing 
several activities, such as, the “symmetrical 
city project,” in which students work in 
groups to create a large city image that must 
be symmetrical. We also collect data from 
around the school, so that we are able to 
calculate the perimeter or area of a soccer 
field, a basketball court, a tennis court, and 
playground areas.

Science
Science continues to expose students to a 
variety of life, earth and space, and physical 
sciences in order to build a foundation of 
general science knowledge.  Learning about 
science (content) and learning how to do 
science (process) are two different, but 
equally important, functions of the science 
program.  To that end, students engage 
in manipulative activities that allow them 
to construct a knowledge base of science 

concepts. The science processes stressed are 
predicting, observing, data-collecting and 
recording, and explaining experiment results. 
The major units of study are microscopes and 
microorganisms, oceanography, chemistry, 
forces and motion, and climate change. 

Social Studies
The social studies program centers on world 
history, world geography, and current events 
emphasizing content and skills. In history, 
students undertake a survey course of world 
history with an emphasis on Mesopotamia, 
Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, Ancient Rome, 
and the Middle Ages. Along with their study 
of European civilization, students explore the 
political countries of our world.  Students 
work with political maps, learning the location 
of countries and interesting facts about them. 
In current events, students study news in 
today's world, continually linking these events 
with the historical situations and geographical 
locations they study.

World Language (French or Spanish) 
World language programs build on the 
foundation of skills introduced in first 
through fourth grades. Focusing on sentence 
building skills, students learn new vocabulary 
while solidifying their understanding of 
present-tense grammar.  Lessons target 
communication most relevant to middle 
school students, from making introductions 
to talking about hobbies, wants and needs, 
likes and dislikes, and responsibilities. They 
continue to work toward mastering proper 
pronunciation during spoken communication 
and increasing their understanding of target 
cultures. 

Physical Education
The physical education program provides a 
variety of challenging, stimulating activities 
that promote social interaction and the 
improvement of self-concepts, cooperation, 
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teamwork, sportsmanship, fitness, skill 
development, and the acquisition of basic 
fundamentals through conceptual learning. 
The curriculum encourages positive attitudes 
toward physical fitness and conditioning, 
and values the ability of each individual’s 
contribution toward group success.

The swimming program is designed to build 
swimming ability, experience, and skill level 
in every student. The focus is on providing a 
safe, stress-reduced, structured environment 
where learning can be facilitated by the 
atmosphere. Our goal is to promote the fun a 
child can have in the water through increased 
skills.  Each class is 30 minutes long. In the 
first semester, approximately half of the time 
is used for our instructional routine. During 
the second half of the class, the children 
are encouraged to explore various water 
activities. In the second semester, the students 
will be engaged in aquatic sports, including 
synchronized swimming, water polo, water 
basketball, and water baseball.

Band 
Band is an introduction to musical notation 
and instruments traditional to the Wind 
Band genre. Students learn skills specific 
to their instrument choice: flute, clarinet, 
alto saxophone, trumpet, trombone, mallet 
percussion, and snare drum. Students may 
play strings in the band, but they will need a 
current, private teacher since they will need 
to learn different key signatures compared 
to a beginning strings program. Generally, 
piano players learn a new instrument or 
play mallet percussion, which is similar to a 
piano. This class works through a methods 
book that introduces skills and notation 
sequentially. Students playing woodwind 
or brass instruments will learn about breath 
control, embouchure, sound production, and 
different finger combinations to create each 
pitch. Percussionists will learn about bells or 

other idiophones, such as where the pitches 
are located and how to strike the instrument 
with their mallet.  Percussionists will also learn 
about the snare drum, common rhythmic 
combinations, match grip, and different 
rudiments, including multiple bounce, flam, 
paradiddle, 17-stroke roll, nine-stroke roll, and 
five-stroke roll.

Choir
Choir introduces basic singing techniques 
and beginning musical notation. Students 
learn and begin to develop elements of vocal 
technique, such as controlled breathing, 
phonation, resonance, and matching pitch. 
The course also explores music theory and 
early sight-singing, using Solfeggio. Repertoire 
varies from folk songs to popular music, but 
centers around Broadway music from the 
musicals, “Annie,” “Les Miserables,” “Oliver,” 
“Music Man,” and other early musicals. 
Students will begin to read common musical 
notation in the fifth-grade repertoire and 
engage in active listening by learning to sing 
and identify songs through steps or small 
intervals. Students will also begin to sing in 
multiple groups with partner songs and songs 
in two-part harmony.

Art
Art 5 students work on drawing skills, using 
light and shadow with mixed media in their 
sketchbooks. Students learn how to use grids 
to copy images one square at as time. They 
use this technique to reproduce images in 
their sketchbooks, using line art they find on 
the web. The students explore portraiture 
through the Japanese style of Manga art and 
cartooning. In the first semester, students 
combine a new art project for their Egyptian 
unit and made a miniature sarcophagus to 
house their “mummified carrots.”  Another 
new project gives each student a chance to 
improve their drawing on an object of their 
own choosing. This project lets each student 

explore the use of references to draw in 
their sketchbook. The student then creates 
a “Personal Best” from these drawings.  The 
next project in the second semester will be 
about Illuminated Letters and how they were 
created in the Middle Ages.  The last project 
for the year is a study of Alexander Calder 
mobiles, where each student will learn about 
shapes, forms, and balancing.

Art Enrichment
Art enrichment class is about exploring some 
fun aspects in the art world. Students learn 
about puppet history, puppet design, and 
character development. They “up-cycle” their 
laptop boxes, using papier-mâché techniques, 
hot glue guns, and acrylic paints to create 
unique puppet sculptures. Students also 
explore screen-printing and the world of 
“emoticons” on their laptops. They create 
screen-printed T-shirts with the emoticons of 
their choice.

Library/Tech Skills
The library/tech skills program is designed 
to help students develop an understanding 
of library, research, and technology skills in 
and out of the classroom. The course strongly 
enforces the CCDS Character Virtues of 
respect, responsibility, integrity, compassion, 
and courage, in conjunction with internet 
safety and acceptable use of information 
and technology in our everyday lives. As 
the school year progresses, students learn 
how to research and evaluate information, 
using print and electronic resources and 
the internet. Students learn how to use the 
different applications and features of the 
tablet to facilitate learning in the classroom, 
while simultaneously developing their 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 
Throughout the year, students are exposed to 
different types of literature through book talks 
and read-alouds, and they are encouraged to 
check books out from the library’s collection. 
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Study Skills
The study skills program is designed to focus 
on student skills that support academic 
success. Organization, time management, test 
preparation, touch-typing, note-taking, and 
self-advocacy are some of the major focuses 
of the class.  Additionally, the program helps 
guide and support the fifth graders’ transition 
into the middle school environment. The 
curriculum closely follows and supports the 
content of the fifth-grade core subjects. Study 
skills gives students the foundational skills to 
become a successful student in middle school 
and beyond.  

LitQuest
LitQuest is a semester-long elective designed 
to help students appreciate the wonders of 
the English language through exposure to 
excellent children’s literature. They listen to 
Neil Gaiman reading his Newberry Medal 
winning novel, The Graveyard Book. They 
discuss the novel and take personal notes 
in pictures and words. Students play word 
games, listen to and read poetry, enrich their 
vocabulary and writing skills, and strengthen 
their knowledge of literary terms and 
appreciation of classic children’s literature 
through the power of words – spoken, written, 
or read.  If there is time, we do a read-aloud of 
Sharon Creech’s heartwarming and hilarious 
realistic fiction novel, Absolutely Normal 
Chaos.

SIXTH GRADE CURRICULUM
The sixth-grade year is a pivotal year as 
students move toward adolescence and begin 
to change from concrete to abstract thinkers. 
More freedom is bestowed upon sixth graders, 
such as maintaining their own lockers, and 
with such freedom comes greater levels of 
responsibility. Continuing the goals in fifth 
grade, the sixth- grade team hopes to develop 
confident, competent students by teaching 

the values of organization and self-advocacy 
to create independent learners. Social studies 
drives the integrated sixth-grade curriculum, 
allowing multiple courses to immerse students 
into one region of study as they move through 
the five core classes.  

English
The study of English is integrated with 
the study of geography and science. This 
approach enhances the mastery of language 
skills while students develop a greater 
appreciation of other cultures. Students 
read several novels and a variety of short 
stories, poems, and folktales. A Writing 
Workshop environment encourages all types 
of writing, as well as pre-writing and revision. 
Cooperative learning increases the students’ 
motivation as they develop their oral and 
written communication. Foreshadowing, 
symbolism, and interdependence are recurring 
themes throughout the year. These themes 
are, in turn, implemented into literature 
and writing. Grammar workshop is also 
incorporated into the English curriculum.

Math
Sixth-grade math serves as a natural 
bridge between acquiring the fundamental 
mathematical skills and concepts of fifth grade 
to preparation for the study of more advanced 
algebra in seventh grade. The goal is to 
provide a challenging, yet achievable, program 
designed to vigorously prepare students to 
continue their study of mathematics in middle 
grades and beyond. Active participation 
not only motivates the students and builds 
confidence, it also increases their aptitude for 
and appreciation of mathematics.

Global Connections
Global Connections is an instructional and 
project-based class to teach the purpose, 
meaning, and use of computers and 
information technology. Digital wellness is 

a class theme, incorporating digital literacy, 
digital citizenship, and digital discipline. 
Keyboarding practice, group initiative and 
problem-solving activities accompany lessons 
in coding, computer vocabulary, netiquette, 
and copyright. Students learn how to evaluate 
websites, conduct searches, cite work, and 
present on how to use software. Cross-
curricular research projects are undertaken 
in the third and fourth quarters. The end goal 
of class is to create competent, confident 
computer information technology users.

Geography
The course focuses on three regions of the 
world: Latin America, the Middle East and 
South Asia. The goal of the course is to 
develop a greater understanding of the earth’s 
physical features, world cultures, and global 
issues. Through cooperative teaming and 
group projects, students strengthen social and 
communication skills while gaining knowledge 
of the world around them. The specific topics 
and units of study are integrated with English, 
global connections and science curricula.

Science
This course covers the earth science 
portion of each students’ middle school 
science curriculum, and includes research, 
presentations, and connections of topics to 
students’ lives. After an overview of the how 
and why of science, the integrated course 
covers the relationships among the Earth, 
Moon, and Sun. Human and geologic time 
scales are studied before the formation and 
layering of the Earth, continental drift, and 
plate tectonics. Second semester topics 
include the formation and composition of 
rocks, minerals, and soil, and the chemical 
makeup, movement, and pollution of water. A 
radish growth experiment and individual end-
of-year projects also occur in the spring, as do 
several roundtable discussions about current 
science events.
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Physical Education
The physical education program provides a 
variety of challenging, stimulating activities 
that promote social interaction and the 
improvement of self-concepts, cooperation, 
teamwork, sportsmanship, fitness, skill 
development, and the acquisition of basic 
fundamentals through conceptual learning. 
This curriculum encourages positive attitudes 
toward physical fitness and conditioning, 
and values the ability of each individual’s 
contribution toward group success.

The swimming program is designed to build 
swimming ability, experience, and skill level 
in every student. The focus is on providing a 
safe, stress-reduced, structured environment 
where learning can be facilitated by the 
atmosphere. Our goal is to promote the fun a 
child can have in the water through increased 
skills. Each class is 30 minutes long, of which 
approximately half is used for our instructional 
routine. During the second half of the class 
the children are encouraged to explore various 
water activities.

Foreign Language (French or Spanish)
Students are introduced to and implement 
conversational French and Spanish vocabulary 
and phrases. These courses teach introductory 
grammatical structures and focus on the 
four communicative language skills: listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing.

Information Technology
This course is designed to create information 
technology literate students.  Collaborating 
with the integrated sixth-grade curriculum, 
students learn the history of computers and 
the Internet, the basics of how a computer 
operates, computer vocabulary, information 
research skills, web searching, evaluation 
of information, Internet safety, etiquette, 
ethical issues (copyright, intellectual property, 
online marketing), and the basics of HTML. 

Students become proficient in the use of 
programs in the Microsoft Office suite by 
teaching their skills to each other through 
class presentations. Each student creates a 
curriculum-related website, and participates 
in several interactive web projects. By the end 
of the course, students become competent 
and confident computer and information 
technology students.

Art
Art 6 students work on drawing skills, using 
light and shadow with mixed media in their 
sketchbooks. The students learn about 
monochromatic art and experiment in their 
sketchbooks before completing a final 
monochromatic painting in acrylic paint. The 
students are introduced to Op Art, looking 
at different works and artists before creating 
an original piece. Students also study the art 
of Keith Haring and create their own “action 
figure.” Students participate in a joint art 
project with first-grade students in creating a 
geodesic dome from recycled cardboard and 
acrylic paint.

 

SEVENTH GRADE CURRICULUM
Seventh grade is a year of increasing 
responsibilities. In seventh grade, most 
students begin the study of algebra, which 
requires more abstract thinking. English and 
social studies are combined to form Culture 
Studies, an interdisciplinary block class, and 
science focuses on life science. Students 
participate in interscholastic athletics and a 
host of elective and arts opportunities, and 
travel on a four-day trip to Cherokee, North 
Carolina. The seventh-grade advisory program 
focuses on the CCDS core values and helps 
students balance their commitments to 
academics, athletics, and the arts. 

Culture Studies
Culture Studies is a double-period, 
interdisciplinary course integrating English, 
social studies, and geography. Students 
come to understand culture by studying 
representative world cultures of the past 
and present: ancient and modern China, 
the cultures of the African continent, the 
past and present Native Americans, and the 
current culture of American teenagers. This 
exploration is reinforced through group and 
individual projects. Students write and read 
extensively, strengthen their core grammar 
skills through weekly exercises, and develop 
the ability to reason clearly and abstractly. 
Active learning is one of the guiding precepts 
of this course.  

Physical Education
In seventh grade, physical education is 
fulfilled through participation in team sports.  
Students are asked to choose one sport each 
season and make a commitment to that sport 
for the entire season. The emphasis of the 
program is on participation. All team members 
are given the opportunity to participate in 
interscholastic contests.

Math
Pre-Algebra: This course is designed to teach 
and strengthen the fundamentals necessary to 
move into algebra. Students learn mastery of 
integer operations, rates, ratios, proportions, 
and percents, both with computations and 
applications. They also solve multi-step 
equations and use equivalent forms for 
expressions involving parentheses, like terms, 
and exponents.  

Algebra: Students begin their study of the 
algebraic language and techniques. Students 
move toward mastery of rational numbers, 
rates, ratios, proportion, and percents through 
the applications of algebraic expressions 
and equations. Students are introduced 
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to concepts through a combination of 
concrete and abstract models. They will 
explore statistics, probability, and extend 
their understanding of graphing through 
applications with linear and basic non-linear 
equations, and slope. They start to form an 
understanding of how algebra can be used to 
represent the world around them.

Science
Life science is fundamentally an introductory 
biology course. The purpose of the course is 
to help students understand the process of 
science and the major concepts of biology. 
The year begins with a focus on scientific 
methods, measurement, classification, and 
characteristics of living things. As the year 
progresses, students use physical, conceptual, 
and numerical models to investigate three 
unifying theories in biology: all living things 
are made of cells, nearly all living things pass 
traits to the next generation through DNA, and 
populations of living things change over time 
through the process of evolution.

World Language (French or Spanish)
Students continue the study of French or 
Spanish with emphasis on grammatical 
structures, verb conjugation, reading, writing, 
and oral expression. Students develop their 
oral skills through activities such as dialogues, 
show and tell, weather forecasting, ordering 
food in restaurants, and describing people and 
places. 

Studio Art
Studio Art 7 students work on drawing skills 
using light and shadow with mixed media 
in their sketchbooks. The students learn 
about one- and two-point perspective using 
graphite, water color, and color pencils. 
Students also design and construct their 
own 3D logo using original stylized symbols 
or letters. Studio 7 students work on a still 
life drawing that they enlarge using different 

sized grids. They then block in and shade the 
drawing with graphite and blending tools. 

EIGHTH GRADE CURRICULUM
Eighth grade is a year of leadership and 
learning in the social, academic, and athletic 
arenas. Students take five core academic 
courses: English, American history, algebra, 
language, and physical science, each with 
semester exams to prepare them for Upper 
School. Eighth graders are the leaders of 
the sports teams and contribute to the 
richness of our program by planning dances, 
assemblies, and service projects. Many are 
involved in student council, and all participate 
in interscholastic athletics. A four-day trip to 
Washington, D.C. enhances the study of the 
nation and government, bringing the class 
together with a meaningful shared experience.

English
English is designed to help students develop 
the analytic, deductive, and expository skills 
necessary to read, think, write, and speak 
effectively about shared texts in the Upper 
School classroom. The course uses poetry, 
short stories, novels, a Shakespeare play, 
Greek myths, excerpts from sacred texts, 
and research sources as the vehicles for 
discussion and writing. The course centers on 
the close reading of each text, incorporating 
student-driven research information to build 
understanding of the text from particular 
diction and expression. Students incorporate 
reference to etymology, symbolism, 
mythology and dictionary information into 
their own written analyses, as well as the 
Socratic discourse of class meetings. Writing 
projects include three paragraph expository 
essays in both timed and untimed formats, 
comparison/contrast essays, explications 
of quotes from prose and poems, a major 
research essay combining one of the CCDS 
Character Virtues and research information 

derived from the class trip to Washington, D.C. 
Some texts and activities are coordinated with 
the eighth-grade history curriculum.

History
American history & government begins with 
exploration, specifically Spain’s involvement in 
the New World (1492-1565). Specific emphasis 
is placed on the deplorable actions carried 
out by the Spanish aristocracy against its 
own citizens. After developing a framework, 
students are then introduced to the origin of 
the Thirteen Colonies (1585-1670) through 
the successes and failures of settlement in 
the New World.  The first quarter concludes 
with content on the French and Indian War 
(1754-1763). Students begin the second 
quarter reading the graphic novel, Maus, by 
Art Spiegelman in a collaborative English/
history assignment. The objective of this 
interdisciplinary study is intended to enable 
students to relate literary and historical ideas 
as effectively as possible. The third quarter 
will begin with a short introduction to the 
major factors leading up to the American 
Revolution (1765-1776), but the majority of 
the material will be devoted to the study 
of the American Civil War (1861-1865). The 
fourth quarter is 20th Century-based historical 
content focusing on immigration, the Russian 
Revolution, and World War I and II. The 
Russian revolution unit introduces students to 
the collapse of the Russian aristocracy under 
Czar Nicholas II and impending Communist 
movement in Russia (1904-1950). 

Science
This science course covers the weather and 
physical science portion of each student’s 
middle school science curriculum. In weather, 
students learn how the atmosphere exerts 
pressure on all things, how pressure develops 
and changes, and how that pressure affects 
the weather. They also learn about weather 
fronts and how inclement weather develops. 
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During physical science, students learn all 
about the metric system and how to apply 
it while calculating speed, velocity, and 
acceleration. Students are taught how to 
make and analyze graphs. There is a focus 
on gravity and Newton’s Laws of Motion. 
Students design experiments for an egg drop 
project and learn about trial and error. They 
learn about the different types of energy, with 
a strong emphasis on electricity in circuits and 
electricity production. In chemistry, students 
learn about the periodic table, how bonding 
among elements, ions, and polyatomic ions 
occur, how to carry out basic chemical testing 
(pH, flame testing, evaporation testing), 
chemical reactions among acids and bases, 
and how to write and balance chemical 
equations. 

Math
Students take Algebra I using an algebra 
e-text. Some students begin the first half 
of Algebra I and work on geometry and 
probability and statistics. That course is 
followed by finishing Algebra I in ninth grade. 
Other students will complete Algebra I and 
work on probability, statistics, geometry, and 
right triangle trigonometry. Those students 
continue in ninth grade with geometry. All 
students participate in the AMC 8 and the 
OML 8 math contests. All eighth-grade 
students play the Stock Market Game in teams 
and develop a portfolio of stocks by investing 
$100,000 of virtual money over a 10-week 
period.

Physical Education
In eighth grade, physical education is 
fulfilled through participation in team sports.  
Students are asked to choose one sport each 
season and make a commitment to that sport 
for the entire season. The emphasis of the 
program is on participation. All team members 
are given the opportunity to participate in 
interscholastic contests.

World Language (French or Spanish)
Eighth-grade French and Spanish students 
continue learning vocabulary and grammar, 
which will be integrated with the appreciation 
of countries and cultures from around the 
world through oral presentations and web 
page creations. Students continue developing 
foreign language proficiency.

Art
Studio Art 8 students work on drawing skills 
using light and shadow with mixed media in 
their sketchbooks. Students study gargoyles 
and their use in architecture. They create their 
own gargoyles as a sculpture project with 
plaster gauze. The students also learn about 
the European legend of the Green Man to 
welcome spring and create some very colorful 
masks using paper plates and acrylic paint 
to mimic foliage. In a portrait unit, students 
create a stylized face blending warm and 
cool colors in oil pastels. They also learn how 
to enlarge an image and use four different 
media to create a finished piece. Students 
learn about Frank Gehry and create a unique 
architecturally designed model of a house. 

Middle School Fine Arts 
Band
Middle School Band is a performance-based 
course introducing students to an applied 
musical instrument. Students are introduced 
to fundamental musicianship through a wide 
variety of instructional settings, opportunities, 
and practice. Music is specifically selected 
to enhance their understanding and 
performances of the elements of music, 
including: rhythm, pitch, timbre, expression, 
harmony, texture, and form. Music history, 
theory, cultural relevance, tradition, and 
leadership are also emphasized. Performance 
opportunities include three major concerts to 
highlight the band, as well as other school-
sponsored functions.

Choir
Middle School Choir is a performance-based 
course with an emphasis on learning correct 
vocal technique and singing multiple-part 
music. Students also have the opportunity 
to perform solos. They are introduced to 
fundamental musicianship through a wide 
variety of instructional settings, opportunities 
and practice. Music is specifically selected 
to enhance their understanding and 
performances of the elements of music, 
including: rhythm, pitch, timbre, expression, 
harmony, texture, and form. Music history, 
theory, cultural relevance, tradition, and 
leadership are also emphasized. Performance 
opportunities include three major concerts 
to highlight the choir, as well as other school-
sponsored functions.

In addition to band and choir, a variety of 
other enrichment courses are offered each 
year in the Middle School. Offerings change 
each year, and have included courses such as 
fiber arts, photography, poetry, and science. 
Courses are selected based on faculty and 
student interest and are designed to provide 
students with an opportunity to explore topics 
beyond the Middle School curriculum.



Upper School Curriculum - 26

INTRODUCTION TO THE UPPER SCHOOL 
The Cincinnati Country Day Upper School faculty strive 
to help all students grow intellectually, emotionally, and 
ethically by providing an atmosphere that promotes life-
long learning, independence, and social responsibility. The 
program is designed to prepare students for college by 
fostering excellence in those disciplines associated with 
the liberal arts tradition.

PHILOSOPHY OF THE DIVISION 
At the core of the Upper School program is the belief that 
each student’s potential is best realized by a challenging 
academic program that encourages active learning, 
promotes curiosity, and provides appropriate support. 
Each student’s intellectual growth is enhanced by the 
development of analytical and critical thinking, the 
cultivation of creative expression, and the acquisition 
of knowledge and communication skills. Each student’s 
life is enriched in a community where differences among 
people are valued. Each student is entitled to an engaging 
curriculum, which demands initiative, risk-taking, and 
collaboration. Each student thrives when personal 
achievement and confidence are nurtured while self-
reliance and responsibility are demanded. A truly engaged 
student must participate energetically in a multi-faceted 
extracurricular program. Good citizenship endures into 
adulthood and extends into the community only when 
practiced by each student in every school activity.

UPPER SCHOOL OVERVIEW
Deep scholarship and independent thinking 
form the academic core of the Upper School 
education. Choice also plays a key role, as 
students make decisions about what studio 
and performing arts classes they might 
take; whether to pursue college preparatory, 
honors, or AP classes; which sports they will 
play or clubs they will join; and, eventually, 
what history and English electives they will 
enjoy their senior year.

To provide continuity and support throughout 
their rigorous Upper School years, all students 
are assigned to a teacher advisor. Advisories 
meet briefly each morning for attendance 
and check in, but more importantly, spend 
extended time together once a week to tackle 
topics such as the Honor Code, grade review, 
and the quarterly Technology Awareness 
Campaign. The role of the advisor is a critical 
one, allowing each child a mentor who, over 
the course of four years, keeps track of the 
student’s academic, athletic, artistic, and 
personal progress.

While our Upper School students work toward 
distinguishing themselves as individuals, 
several shared experiences, both within grade 
levels and across them, bring our students 
together, creating that special Cincinnati 
Country Day School bond. Included among 
these moments are:

• Peer Mentoring: a program that brings ninth
   graders under the wings of seniors. 
• The Sophomore Paper: our students’ first 
   formal large-scale research paper, 
   conducted. 
• The Junior Paper: a year-long research 
   paper on a topic germane to American 
   history, advised by a member of the history 
   department. 
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• Senior Seminars: half-day opportunities for
   students to get pragmatic information about
   college and adult life, from understanding 
   finances to hearing from alumni about study 
   abroad. 
• Senior Projects: a two-week opportunity for
   seniors to immerse themselves in an area of
   passion. 
• Community Service Day: a trek, by advisory
   group, out into the community for a day of
   assisting those in need and intended to
   complement our Community Service
   requirements. 
• Multicultural Morning: an Upper School half
   day intended to help all students employ 
   their compassion to understand better the 
   diversity of experience around us. 
• House Cup: including kickball, Wiki races, 
   and spelling bees.
• The Junior Rafting Trip: the class bonds on 
   the Gauley River each fall.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Academic honesty is a deeply held value 
at CCDS. Students are expected to do their 
own work and to give appropriate credit to 
the words and ideas that are not their own. 
Breaches in academic honesty are serious 
violations of the Honor Code.
 
ACADEMIC HONORS
Students achieving honors and high honors 
will be designated at the end of each quarter. 
Honors are based solely on grade point 
average. A grade point average of 3.33 to 
3.99 is designated as Honors. A grade point 
average of 4.00 and above is designated 
as High Honors. Pass/Fail courses are not 
included in the calculation of Academic 
Honors. AP and Honors courses each earn a 1 
point increase in GPA calculation.

ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS
Twenty-two and one-half (22.5) credits earned 
in Grades 9-12 are required for graduation. 

One credit equals one full-year course 
meeting at least four periods per week. One-
half credit is given for courses which meet for 
only one semester or for less than four periods 
per week.  

• Courses taken during Middle School count 
   for Upper School placement but do not 
   count for Upper School credit.
• Students in grades 10, 11, and 12 must take 
   at least five and one-half credits each year 
   Students taking four Honors or AP courses 
   need to take only five credits per year. 
• Students in grade 9 must take at least six 
   credits.
• A student must pass at least four courses 
   in a given year, including summer school, in 
   order to be promoted to the next grade 
   level.
• All courses require that the student take the
   semester examinations or equivalent. A 
   student cannot receive an Incomplete for a 
   course requirement and still pass the course.
• Successful completion of a Cardio- 
   Pulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) course is 
   required of all seniors. 
• Each senior is required to complete a Senior
   Project.
• Ninety community service hours are required 
   for graduation.
• Each student must complete a Junior Paper 
   to graduate.

DEPARTMENT    
          
Required Credits      Recommended 
Credits
English        
4.0    4.0
History (Modern European and U.S. History)  
3.0   4.0
Math (Alg. II and Geometry)             
4.0           4.0
Modern Language (3 US credits in one 
language)  3.0  4.0
Science        
3.0   4.0
Fine Arts       
2.0
Health        
.5
Physical Education      
.5
Electives                
2.5 or more  
       
22.5
       
      

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS
It is Upper School policy to offer up to 50 
percent extra time accommodation for timed 
tests, quizzes, and examinations for any 
student with a current (within the prior three 
years) Accommodation Plan or Action Plan. 
Any request for extra time accommodation 
on external standardized tests such as AP, 
SAT, or ACT must be made directly to the 
College Board/ETS or American College 
Testing. Country Day reserves the right to 

Required 
Credits

Recommended 
Credits

English  
4.0 4.0

History (Modern European 
and U.S. History)  

3.0 4.0

Math (Alg. II and Geometry)

4.0 4.0

Modern Language (3 US 
credits in one language)

3.0 4.0

Science  

3.0 4.0

Fine Arts 
2.0

Health
.5

Physical Education
.5

Electives 
2.5 or more

Total

22.5
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determine whether other reasonable requests 
for accommodation may be granted. In all 
cases, further information on applying for 
learning accommodations is available from 
the office of College Counseling or the School 
Psychologist.

AP AND HONORS COURSES 
Country Day does not limit the number of 
Honors and/or AP courses a student can take 
each year. Students are, however, strongly 
encouraged to seek academic opportunities 
that challenge them appropriately and in ways 
that allow them to enjoy a range of meaningful 
extracurricular and other educational activities 
offered in the Upper School. Working with 
the student, parent, teacher, advisor, and 
Department Chair, the Director of Scheduling 
and Upper School Head reserve the right to 
amend a student’s schedule for appropriate 
placement or section balancing. Moreover, 
a student performing below the B level in 
an Honors or AP course may be moved to 
a regular section by the relevant academic 
department. AP and Honors courses each earn 
a 1 point increase in GPA calculation.

AP EXAMINATIONS 
All students enrolled in AP courses are 
required to sit for AP exams in May, and 
successful completion of AP course 
requirements depends upon students taking 
the AP exam. Any exception to this rule must 
be approved by the appropriate department 
chair and the Upper School Head. 
  
COLLEGE COUNSELING 
The goal of Cincinnati Country Day School’s 
College Counseling program is to help 
students matriculate at colleges where 
they will prosper and from which they will 
emerge well-prepared to lead productive and 
satisfying lives. 

Students are assigned a college counselor in 
freshman year and students and parents are 
provided opportunities to meet individually 
with college counselors throughout 
high school. Yearly college counseling 
presentations for sophomores, juniors and 
seniors and their families provide guideposts 
for the college planning process. A few 
highlights:

• Optional individual freshman/parent 
   meetings with college counselors are offered 
   in late spring and summer
• Sophomore Parent/Student College 
   Information session in February is followed 
   by required individual family meetings with 
   counselors in March, April and May.
• Juniors meet with college representatives 
   visiting our campus in the fall. 
   Junior College Night for parents and 
   students in January is followed by individual 
   student meetings with counselors and then 
   individual family meetings with counselors. 
   Juniors create preliminary application 
   materials during College Counseling classes 
   in March and April.
• Senior Essay and Application Workshops 
   begin in early August. 
   Work on essays and applications continues 
   in weekly Senior College Counseling Classes 
   throughout the fall. 
   Seniors meet individually with counselors 
   throughout the fall to review essays and plan 
   applications.

JOB SHADOWING AND INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM
College counselors and teachers work with 
interested students to find job shadowing 
or unpaid work experiences with contacts in 
a variety of fields. The process begins with 
a sophomore, junior or senior-year college 
counseling session during which a student 
expresses interest in an opportunity. Recent 
opportunities have included shadowing in art, 

law, software and engineering companies, and 
extensive internships with political campaigns, 
small businesses, and professors at the 
University of Cincinnati and Xavier University.

COMMUNITY SERVICE
The Upper School Community Service 
requirement is 90 hours of service to a not-
for-profit in the service of those in need. All 
service hours require a completed verification 
form signed by an on-site supervisor. 
Verification forms and further details 
concerning community service graduation 
requirements, service hours, and recognition 
are available from the Upper School Dean of 
Service Learning and on the school website. 

ELECTIVES
Priority in staffing matters is given to 
maintaining low section sizes in core academic 
courses that are required toward fulfilling the 
graduation requirements. Therefore, CCDS 
cannot guarantee that every course will run or 
that a student will always get a first or second 
choice elective. During the course planning 
process, students are required to choose, by 
department and in order of preference, three 
electives from the course offerings document. 
Working with the appropriate department 
chair and the Director of Scheduling, the 
Upper School Head will make the final 
decision whether or not an elective course will 
ultimately run. 
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GRADING SYSTEM
Letter grades are used to record all Upper 
School Grades.

Grade  Grade Point  Range
A    4.0000  93-100 
A-    3.6667   90-92 
B+    3.3333   87-89 
B    3.0000  83-86
B-    2.6667   80-82
C+    2.3333   77-79 
C    2.0000  73-76
C-    1.6667   70-72
D+    1.3333   67-69
D    1.0000   63-66
D-    0.6667   60-62
F    0.0000  <60

HOMEWORK GUIDELINES 
The amount of time it takes to complete 
homework varies from student to student, 
making it impossible to provide a uniform 
expectation. Teachers will, on average, 
assign 30 to 45 minutes of homework per 
class meeting. In Honors (H) and Advanced 
Placement (AP) courses, students should 
expect 45 minutes to an hour of daily 
homework. No assignments or assessments 
are given over Thanksgiving Break, Winter 
Break, Spring Break, or over the major Jewish 
and Christian holidays. Out of respect for the 
diversity of faiths, students celebrating other 
religious holidays are excused from homework 
on the day of or the day following the holiday, 
dependent on the timing of the observance.

INDEPENDENT STUDY 
Independent Study provides qualified 
students the opportunity to work with a 
faculty supervisor in order to investigate 
issues and topics of common interest and 
shared passion. Any student who has fulfilled 
departmental requirements and has previously 
demonstrated academic excellence in the 
relevant discipline is, potentially, eligible for 

Independent Study. An Independent Study 
must be a student’s sixth course and cannot 
be used to fulfill or replace any graduation 
requirement. Each independent study has a 
faculty supervisor who will help the student 
develop a written proposal for Independent 
Study, which should include a detailed 
summary of the course of study, relevant 
materials and activities, the frequency of 
meetings with the supervising teacher, and 
assessments (including any final project or 
presentation). 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
All students must earn one half (.50) credit 
in Physical Education. PE classes concentrate 
on individual and lifetime sports, outdoor 
education, and health and safety topics. Each 
PE class (semester) counts as .25 credits. 
Although interscholastic athletics are optional, 
students are strongly urged to participate 
in them. Participation in four seasons of 
interscholastic sports may be used to earn 
.25 credits in PE; this, alone, satisfies one half 
of the PE requirement. PE may also be taken 
in our summer program and counts for .25 
credit in PE. Independent, off-campus athletic 
involvement does not excuse a student from 
fulfilling the PE requirement.

REPORTING PROCEDURES
Grades and comments are written for all 
students at the end of each quarter. At the 
interim period, grades and comments are 
written for students in courses where they 
have earned a grade of C or below, have an 
Incomplete, or have experienced a significant 
grade change since the end of the prior 
quarter.

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
The Upper School Learning Specialist 
offers assistance with study skills, test-
taking strategies, organization, and time 
management. The Learning Specialist also 

provides consultation and assists in planning 
educational strategies with parents and 
teachers. Services available from the School 
Psychologist include: counseling, consultation, 
evaluation, crisis intervention, and staff 
development. Students may seek information 
from the School Psychologist without parental 
consent. However, consent is required prior 
to services, except in crisis situations. The 
School Psychologist provides information 
to students in health classes, upon request, 
and is available to consult with teachers and 
parents. Parents of students with special 
learning needs may contact either the School 
Psychologist or the Upper School Learning 
Specialist to begin the process of developing 
an accommodation plan.

TECHNOLOGY 
Cincinnati Country Day School is recognized 
as an international leader in technology. All 
Upper School students and faculty use Tablet 
PCs laptops, which are an integral part of 
the academic program. Through the tablets, 
ninth graders create comparative time lines 
and analyze the effect of geography. Students 
studying “Romeo and Juliet” get advice from 
Globe Theater actors via videoconference. 
Tenth graders dissect artwork for historical 
meaning. Eleven graders get assessed on 
source-based discussion and find a passion 
for poetry. Seniors create historical atlases of 
India. French and Spanish speakers practice 
the languages after class with a native speaker 
language coach via Skype.



Upper School Curriculum - 30

COURSE OFFERINGS:  
 

COMPUTER SCIENCE

FULL YEAR COURSE:

AP Computer Science
This course is comparable to an entry level 
Computer Science course at the collegiate 
level. The course is not meant to serve 
only those students interested in majoring 
in computer science, as there are many 
disciplines that would benefit greatly from 
the course. The course uses object-oriented 
programming to develop problem-solving 
skills and algorithm design. Currently, Java 
is the programming language used for the 
Computer Science AP A exam. Students are 
introduced to variables, conditionals, loops, 
arrays, and object-oriented programming. 
Advanced Java packages will be covered 
and used in the design of projects in 
advanced programming. Students will be 
prepared for the Computer Science AP A 
exam. No previous programming experience 
is necessary. Prerequisites: Algebra II and 
department permission.  

SEMESTER COURSES:

Introduction to Programming: Multimedia
This course is a gentle introduction to the 
art of programming. The focus of the course 
will be on thinking and developing problem-
solving skills, through different software titles, 
from simple to more complex. Though Flash is 
the program we will use to develop and design 
projects ranging from simple animations to 
complex, interactive games, we will begin the 
course with a drag and drop like interface 
called Scratch. This is an opportunity to use 
your creative, artistic talents while developing 
your problem-solving skills. The culminating 

project will be an interactive game, just like 
what you’ll find on coolmathgames.com or 
other interactive educational gaming sites.    

Principles of Engineering Design
Students will be introduced to the engineering 
design process, applying science, technology, 
engineering and math standards to hands-
on projects. Through project-based learning, 
students will explore a broad range of 
engineering topics, including mechanisms, 
the strength of structures and materials, and 
electrical circuits. Students will also develop 
skills in problem-solving, research and rapid 
prototyping using 3D modeling and printing. 
Prerequisite: Algebra II. Open to juniors and 
seniors or with department permission.

Serious-Game Design
Games are being used for more than 
entertainment alone. As the field of game 
development grows with every passing year 
so does the serious games movement. The 
serious games movement espouses the goal 
of creating games that improve the world 
through education, commentary, and criticism. 
Serious games have something to say about 
the world as it is and how it can be better. 
This course will introduce students to the 
fundamental theories and practices of game 
design and task them with researching and 
developing a serious game. The emphasis of 
the class is on collaborative project based 
learning. Students will study the principles of 
effective game design including visual design 
and the creation of visual assets (art). They 
will then practice designing their own games 
using a variety of tools.  Finally, the last part of 
the course engages students in a large scale 
team project,  which will include the necessary 
design, research, prototype, playtesting, 
refining, and deploying (on the Internet) of 
a serious game of the team’s choosing.  This 
class emphasizes the importance of creative 
procedural/logical thinking and how computer 

program function. The game design tools 
used in class, however, are visually based 
and emphasize computer-reasoning over 
sophisticated computer language skills. 
Prerequisite: Intro to Programming Multimedia 
or another programming course or permission 
of the department.  

ENGLISH

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

English 9 
The ninth-grade English course introduces 
students to some of the most important works 
of literature, beginning with Greek and Roman 
mythology and extending into the 20th 
century. Assigned works include The Bible, 
The Odyssey, Romeo and Juliet, and modern 
poetry. With its emphasis on developing 
analytical reading and writing skills, English 9 
serves as the foundation of the college prep 
and Honors English sequences. The course will 
emphasize the mastery of grammar, usage, 
and mechanics as well as the development 
and application of an expanded vocabulary.   

English 10 
A genre-based course, English 10 exposes 
students to short stories, drama, poetry, and 
essays. Core titles include Oedipus, Antigone, 
and Macbeth.  Writing, both creative and 
analytical, continues to be important, 
and students are expected to write with 
insight and clarity. Grammar emphasis is 
on subordination, sentence combining, and 
usage. Vocabulary study is derived from 
assigned reading, and students are expected 
to integrate varied diction and syntax in their 
own writing.  

Honors English 10 
Honors English 10 is a demanding introduction 
to the British literary tradition. Designed to 
challenge already enthusiastic and insightful 
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readers, Honors 10, the first of a two-year 
AP Literature sequence, assigns students 
significantly more reading than English 10.  
Students read classic 19th-century British 
novels, such as Jane Eyre, Pride and Prejudice, 
and Tess of the D’Urbervilles. Other areas of 
study include Shakespeare (Macbeth, Othello, 
and the sonnets), the Romantic poets, and the 
Victorian and Modernist periods. Prerequisites: 
Students must have demonstrated a secure 
grasp of expository writing and earned at least 
a B+ in ninth grade English and history.  

English 11
English 11 introduces students to the breadth 
of American literature, from the Puritans to 
the writers of the present. Alongside classics 
like The Scarlet Letter, Walden, Huck Finn, 
and The Great Gatsby, students grapple with 
Kate Chopin's The Awakening and Arthur 
Miller’s Death of a Salesman, modern and 
contemporary plays, and poems and essays. 
In composition, students by now are handling 
more sophisticated literary issues, properly 
incorporating evidence in their literary 
analyses.  
 
AP English Literature 
Building upon the British Literature foundation 
taught in Honors English 10, AP English 
Literature will focus on the experience, 
interpretation, and evaluation of American 
literature. The course is intended for students 
who enjoy challenging reading and the 
interplay of ideas through discussion and 
writing. Writing assignments will focus on 
the critical analysis of assigned reading 
and will include expository, analytical, and 
argumentative essays. Students are expected 
to speak and write clearly, cogently, even 
elegantly, about literary works.  Prerequisite: B 
or better in Honors English 10.  Students who 
earn an A in English 10 may be recommended 
to enter the class.   

GRADE 12 SEMESTER COURSES

English 12 (Semester One) 
Hamlet and Saramago’s Blindness set the 
tone for this course, which takes students 
to the heart of a number of sometimes 
somber, sometimes humorous literary 
and philosophical problems.  Students 
are expected to write college-level 
analytical essays. Recent reading lists have 
supplemented the core selections with 
Conrad’s The Heart of Darkness, Paton’s Too 
Late the Phalarope, and Esquivel’s Like Water 
for Chocolate as well as other books and 
poems.    

Honors English 12 (Semester One) 
This class will ask students to apply the 
analytical skills gleaned from Honors and AP 
English to challenging novels, short stories, 
plays, and poetry.  In addition to the English 
12 core texts, students read King Lear, and 
other works selected by the teacher. Writing 
assignments are frequent and varied; students 
are expected to be proficient expository 
writers eager to hone their skills further. 
Reading assignments are significant; advanced 
comprehension skills and a love for literature 
are a must.  Prerequisite:  Success in the 
Honors English program. Students who earn 
an A in English 11 AND earn a B or better on an 
AP-style essay test administered in early June 
may be recommended to enter the class.  

English 12 (Semester Two)
All seniors will take two quarter-long courses, 
which approximate the atmosphere and 
expectations of College English classes while 
giving students an opportunity to pursue 
their interests. Offerings are made available 
in the fall. Past classes have included creative 
writing, personal narratives and memoirs, and 
the works of Tennessee Williams.

FINE ARTS

PERFORMING ARTS

SEMESTER COURSES:

Drama I  
The goal of Drama I is to introduce basic 
theatre and acting practices to interested 
students, regardless of their stage or theatre 
experience. Through a combination of class 
discussions, videos, and actual script work, 
students will be exposed to basic concepts 
and origins of modern day theatric, while 
also getting on their feet to experience an 
introduction to acting for the stage. Classes 
will feature lecture, class discussions and 
video presentations, as well as time for 
students to participate in monologues, scene 
work and improvisation games.   

Acting Workshop
This course is designed to give a basic 
introduction to the world of acting for the 
theater. Study in this class will involve both 
physical and vocal exercises, theater and 
acting terminology, and character analysis 
leading to on-stage work, either alone or 
with partners. This is a participatory course in 
which students will perform monologues and 
scripted scenes, sometimes from memory, 
as well as improvisation and various theater 
games.  Evaluation will be based on classroom 
participation, graded performance work, and a 
weekly journal. Prerequisite: Drama I.

Improvisation for Beginners
Improvisation exercises have become a 
popular pastime in business settings and 
retreats, encouraging workers to “think 
outside the box” in order to boost creativity 
and production. It is also one of the best ways 
for actors to train their imagination and ability 
to think on their feet. This course will take 
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actors and non-actors alike, showing them 
how to use basic theater improvisation skills 
to sharpen creative thinking skills, as well as 
getting over stage anxiety and performing 
in front of others. Success in college and the 
business world is enhanced by an ability to 
work with others in a team setting, breaking 
down boundaries, and thinking on the edge.  
This course requires 100% participation and 
teamwork, building an understanding of basic 
terms and practices of stage improvisation. 
Evaluation will be based on classroom 
participation, a weekly journal, and possible 
outside-of-class performances.  

Voice and Speaking Dynamics 
This class is designed to aid and instruct 
students to deliver many types of speeches 
using proper vocal performance techniques. 
Students will discover the power and ability 
of their voices and focus on how to use 
them effectively. We will dispel the fear of 
presentation and develop strategies on how 
to get over stage fright, while also exploring 
many different types of public speaking 
situations and how they differ in vocal 
presentation. Evaluation will be based on 
participation, preparation, and performance. 
Students will be required to deliver both 
written and impromptu speeches throughout 
the term.

Technical Theater I 
This course offers a comprehensive look at 
the backstage aspects of theater. The class 
will range in subjects from theater safety to 
carpentry, lighting, painting, theater sound, 
and more. The class will consist of hands-on 
learning and project-based grades relating to 
current productions in the theater. Students 
in this class will have opportunities to work 
backstage for productions.  

MUSIC
FULL-YEAR COURSES:

Chorale 
The Upper School choral program 
incorporates the study of healthy vocal 
techniques through choral literature. Students 
continue to learn and develop fundamental 
musicianship skills through a wide variety 
of instructional settings, opportunities, and 
practice. Music is selected spanning many 
genres to enhance student understanding 
and performance of music in different 
cultures and time periods. Music history, 
theory, cultural relevance, tradition, and 
leadership are emphasized, in addition to 
the inherent teamwork of ensemble practice.  
Performance opportunities include two major 
concerts as well as other school- sponsored 
functions. Students will be graded on in-
class participation, applicable class work, and 
participation in all scheduled concerts,

Wind Ensemble
The Upper School instrumental music program 
involves the study of an applied instrument. 
This course is open to students who play 
woodwind (flute, oboe, clarinet, saxophone, 
bassoon), brass (trumpet, French horn, 
trombone, baritone, tuba), string (violin, 
viola, cello, bass {upright/electric}), and 
percussion instruments. Students develop 
their musicianship skills through participation 
in large and small ensemble experiences. 
Sight reading, technique, listening, music 
theory, music history, and composition are 
emphasized. Performance opportunities 
include assemblies, concert band, pep 
band, and other special events. Prerequisite:  
Minimum of 3 years of playing experience.  

VISUAL ARTS

SEMESTER COURSES:

Art I
Art I is a general art course providing 
beginning students the opportunity to 
explore two-dimensional media, including 
drawing, painting, and collage.  Working 
from imagination, memory, and observation, 
students build portfolio and critique skills 
with an emphasis on understanding the 
communicative powers of visual expression. 
Students learn and use the basic vocabulary 
of the artist, the elements and principles of 
design, and are introduced to the work of 
selected artists as frequent models for class 
assignments. 

Art II 
Art II builds on the experiences gained in 
Art I. Exploration of artists and stylistic 
differences begun in Art I are developed 
more fully. Students work with new drawing 
techniques and media, acrylic painting, and 
mixed media assignments that cover a variety 
of approaches to two-dimensional image 
making. Students work from observation and 
imagination with emphasis on developing 
drawing and compositional skills. Students 
have opportunities for more self-directed work 
than in Art I and present all major assignments 
in class critique. Prerequisite: Art I. 

Art III
Art III builds on the experiences developed 
in Art II, continuing to expand technical 
and formal skills using a variety of media. 
The development of an individual voice is 
encouraged and supported. Critique, study 
of the work of professional artists, and 
consideration of the elements and principles 
of design, all remain an important focus. Art III 
is recommended for any students who enjoy 
the process of visual communication and 
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those who intend to continue into Honors level 
studio courses. Prerequisites: Art II or Art I for 
students whose drawing skills are advanced 
and department recommendation.

Clay  
This is a beginning- level clay course focusing 
on creative expression in hand-built objects. 
Students work with both utilitarian and 
fanciful objects, and have opportunities to 
explore the rich history of ceramics. Projects 
include pinch, coil, and slab techniques. 
Students work with several kinds of glazes 
in the finishing and firing of their portfolio 
projects. Prerequisite: Art I.

Drawing 
This class is for students who would like to 
improve their drawing skills. Students will work 
with a variety of drawing media, including 
graphite, charcoal, Conte crayon, and color 
pencil, and approaches to drawing, including 
gesture and contour as well as more formal, 
finished drawings. Observational drawing 
will include drawing from the skeleton, 
our environment and self-portrait. Intaglio 
printmaking techniques will be explored as 
a logical extension of drawing. The course 
serves students who would like to rise to the 
Honors level in the studio, and those students 
who just love to draw. Prerequisite: Art I.   

Photography I 
Photo I introduces beginning students 
to a variety of techniques, concepts, and 
contemporary photographers. The course 
concept is theme-based creativity. Students 
learn basics of camera handling and 
composition in harmony with thinking out-
of- the box. Students have a plethora of new 
ideas and methods, such as Adobe Lightroom, 
Adobe Photoshop, creating with glass, as well 
as wet darkroom and lighting techniques.  
Prerequisite: Art I.    

Photography II 
Photography II is designed to explore new 
techniques while expanding skills established 
in Photo I. The course concept is “Dreams, 
Fears, and Obsessions.” Students create 
images using traditional and alternative 
methods such as Cyanotypes, Van Dyke, 
digital negatives, creating with glass, silver 
printing, and photo transfers and lighting 
techniques. Photo II challenges visual 
concepts and broadens knowledge of 
contemporary photographers. Prerequisites: 
Art I and Photo I.  

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

Honors Portfolio in Drawing and 2-D Design 
Honors Portfolio is a preparatory class for 
students who think they may want to produce 
an AP Studio Art Portfolio in Drawing or 
2-D design, who would like to produce a 
portfolio for college acceptance, or who 
are seeking a challenging and rewarding 
year-long experience in the Art Studio. 
Students will work in the same class with 
AP Portfolio students and follow the AP 
curriculum. This course is a comprehensive 
and challenging measure of a student’s 
growth and requires a substantial amount of 
time beyond class periods. Honors Portfolio 
includes assignments in specific design 
areas in addition to an independent focus. 
Prerequisites: Art I, Art II, and/or Art III and 
department recommendation.    

Honors Photography
Honors Photography is a full-year course 
designed for serious photography students 
wishing to prepare a senior portfolio who 
are not committed to the rigor of the 
Advanced Placement track. The course is also 
recommended for juniors interested in the 
Advanced Placement course during senior 
year.  The course is challenging and requires 
self-motivation, direction, and discipline. 

Prerequisites: Art I, Photography I, II and 
department recommendation.   
 
AP Portfolio in Photography (2-D Design) 
The Advanced Placement in 2-D design is a 
photography portfolio designed for students 
who want to make a serious commitment 
to photography in their Upper School 
experience. This course is a comprehensive 
and challenging measure of a student’s 
growth and requires a substantial amount of 
time beyond class periods. The course is a 
full-year study and includes work in several 
specific areas in addition to a personal vision 
emphasis. Prerequisites: Art I, Photography I, 
II, and department recommendation.    

AP Portfolio in Drawing (2-D Design) 
Advanced Placement Portfolio in Drawing or 
2-D Design is intended for students who want 
to make a serious commitment to art in their 
Upper School experience. This course will 
culminate in the submission of an Advanced 
Placement Portfolio in either Drawing or 
2-D Design, and is a comprehensive and 
challenging measure of a student’s growth, 
requiring a substantial amount of time beyond 
class periods.  AP Portfolio is a full-year 
study and includes assignments in specific 
drawing and design areas in addition to an 
independent focus. AP Portfolio students will 
follow the AP Studio Art Portfolio Drawing 
or 2-D Design curriculum. Prerequisites: Art 
I and Art II and/or Art III, Honors Portfolio 
in Drawing and 2-D design, and department 
recommendation.   
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

Health: The Adolescent Experience (Grade 9)
Health provides students with a forum to 
discuss and learn about issues that directly 
affect their social, mental, and physical 
wellness as an adolescent. The course is 
designed to prepare students for their journey 
into adulthood by building communication 
skills, creating sensitivity to others, and 
fostering self-esteem. Relevant and varied 
topics that encourage students to make 
positive life decisions, take responsibility for 
their actions, and have compassion for those 
around them. Students also have regular 
contact with selected senior peer mentors 
who guide them during their transition into 
the Upper School. Health is graded as Pass/
Fail and earns .5 credits.

Peer Mentoring (Grade 12) 
This course offers guided leadership and 
teaching opportunity through its integration 
with the freshman Health Education 
curriculum. Focus is placed upon interpersonal 
communication, lesson planning, problem-
solving, and leadership.  Participation in the 
course is determined by a selection process 
that is conducted in the spring of junior year. 
Each selected peer mentor is required to 
attend a one-day retreat at the end of the 
summer before their senior year to maintain 
eligibility. Peer Mentoring must be taken 
in addition to a full academic course load.  
Acceptance into the Peer Mentoring program 
is through application. The course is graded as 
Pass/Fail and earns .5 credits.

SEMESTER COURSES:

Physical Education
The Upper School Physical Education program 
is state-required. Students must complete 
two semesters (120 hours total) of physical 
education. CCDS provides several options to 
complete this requirement. Each option can 
be repeated or combined with another option 
to fulfill the entire requirement.  

PE: Lifetime Wellness/PE Class
This course utilizes students’ physical skills 
developed prior to their arrival. The program 
is designed to introduce students to a wide 
variety of individual, group/team and leisure 
activities, including weight training, basketball, 
and aerobics. Lifetime Wellness must be taken 
as a sixth course.
 
PE: Lifetime Wellness /Summer PE Class
Lifetime Wellness - Summer closely resembles 
the course offered during the school year. 
The class meets six hours each day for two 
weeks. Each day is the equivalent of nine 
classes, and attendance every day is required 
to receive credit for the course. Due to facility 
availability, field trips, and staffing, a fee is 
associated with this option.

PE: Sports Option/CCDS Athletics
The sports option allows students to fulfill 
one half of the PE requirement by fully 
participating, to the satisfaction of the coach, 
in at least four interscholastic sports seasons 
over their high school career. Students 
may fulfill the entire PE requirement by 
participating in eight seasons throughout their 
high school career.  

HISTORY

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

Ancient and Medieval World History: An 
Interdisciplinary Perspective

This ninth-grade course is an interdisciplinary 
study of ancient and medieval civilizations 
and world religions. This course introduces 
students to history as a discipline by 
examining the writings, art, and artifacts 
of some of the cultures of the ancient and 
medieval world. Students examine aspects 
of various ancient and medieval societies 
in Eurasia, including: social and political 
organization and hierarchy; approaches 
to understanding the past; values, beliefs, 
and customs (including religions) and 
their influence on societies; economic and 
technological developments; and interactions 
among cultures. Students leave the course 
with a deeper understanding of the cultural 
roots of the modern world, the fundamental 
differences between the preindustrial and 
industrial world, the critical foundations of 
historical skills, including marshaling evidence, 
developing and critiquing arguments, and 
honing persuasive writing skills. 

Modern World History 
This course studies the influences of Europe 
in a world context.  Students examine the 
conflict between a religious and secular 
world view between 1350 and 1789; the 
relationship between geography and political 
and economic changes beginning with 16th 
century exploration and continuing through 
19th century imperialism, the development 
of political systems including monarchies, 
dictatorships, and constitutional governments; 
the importance of nationalism as a cultural 
and political phenomenon from the 19th 
century to the present; the causes and 
consequences of wars; the similarities and 
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differences among people by studying their 
indigenous cultures, the impact of the transfer 
of culture, and the advantages and challenges 
of globalization. A formal research paper is a 
requirement of the course.

Honors Modern Europe and the World 
This course is structured around three 
developments in Western and modern world 
civilizations from 1300 to the present: the 
formation of centralized political authority, 
the triumph of the scientific method over 
anthropomorphic systems of thought, and the 
onset of urbanization and industrialization. 
Though the course proceeds chronologically, 
it is thematic and interdisciplinary in design. A 
sampling of general topics examined include: 
the apocalyptic mania of the Late Middle 
Ages, the Italian and Northern European 
Renaissance, the rise of capitalism, political 
absolutism, the industrial revolution and the 
revolutionary tradition in Europe, the end of 
the Cold War, the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
the prospects for Europe in the aftermath 
of the reunification of Germany, the rise of 
China and the advantages and challenges of 
globalization.  In addition to in-depth studies 
of the relationship between art and history 
and considerable reading in primary literary 
and philosophical texts, students become 
familiar with the cutting edge of historical 
research by reading substantive excerpts 
from the best and most recent historical 
monographs and scholarly journals. The 
emphasis is on developing four skills essential 
to leading a productive and meaningful life: 
the ability to think, speak, read, and write. A 
formal research paper is a requirement of the 
course. Prerequisites: Minimum grade of B+ in 
World History, writing sample upon request, 
and department recommendation. 

U.S. History and Government 
This college-preparatory course is a 
comprehensive study of the development 
of the United States, designed to provide 
students with the factual knowledge and 
analytical skills necessary to deal critically 
with U.S. history and to introduce students 
to important issues in the development of 
our constitutional democracy. Students come 
to understand the importance of geography 
in the historical process, the development 
of a constitutional democracy, the social/
cultural identity of a multi-national and multi-
racial people, the importance of science 
and technology in the development of an 
economy, based on both agriculture and 
industry, and the developing role of the U.S. 
as a world power. Students develop skills 
necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis 
of informed judgment and to present reasons 
and evidence clearly and persuasively, orally 
and in writing. Students are also required 
to research and write an original piece of 
scholarship for their Junior Paper.
 
AP U.S. History
This college-level course is a rigorous 
examination of United States history designed 
to (1) provide students with the factual 
knowledge and analytical skills necessary 
to deal critically with U.S. history and to 
excel on the Advanced Placement exam in 
U.S. history, and to (2) prepare students for 
intermediate and advanced college courses 
in American history. Students learn to assess 
historical materials, their relevance to a given 
interpretive problem, their reliability, and 
their importance, and to weigh the evidence 
and interpretations presented in historical 
scholarship. Students develop skills necessary 
to arrive at conclusions on the basis of 
informed judgment and to present reasons 
and evidence clearly and persuasively, orally 
and in writing. As a survey of U.S. history, 
the course begins the American story before 

European and African colonization and 
continues into the 21st century. Political and 
social history are given preeminence in the 
course. Students are required to research and 
write an original piece of scholarship for their 
Junior Paper. Prerequisites: Minimum grade 
of B in Honors 10 or B+ in College Prep 10, 
writing sample upon request, and department 
recommendation

GRADE 12 FIRST SEMESTER ELECTIVES: 
(Open to juniors with department permission)

Honors Hitler’s Germany and Stalin’s Soviet 
Union 
This course is a study of the most contentious 
and violent century in human history. 
Following the eight million killed and the 21 
million wounded in World War I, the Czech 
politician Masaryk described Europe as “a 
laboratory atop a vast graveyard.” A focal 
point of the course will be two statesmen: 
Hitler and Stalin. A promising approach to 
Hitler’s Germany and Stalin’s Soviet Union is 
through a matrix of biographical, historical, 
and cultural materials. Beginning in the 20th 
century, the modern state acquired awesome 
power - its resources controlled and directed 
the lives of its citizens. For political scientists 
and students of human behavior, Nazi 
Germany and the Soviet Union are historical 
laboratories in which the malleability of a 
modern state’s citizenry can be studied. What 
was life like for ordinary citizens in Hitler’s 
Germany and Stalin’s Soviet Union?  To what 
degree did the citizens embrace the Nazi and 
Soviet regimes? Was resistance possible?  
How did life in Germany and the Soviet Union 
change as the two regimes faced off against 
one another during World War II? When did 
Hitler decide on the Holocaust? Did Stalin 
believe the millions he had murdered were 
really enemies of the state? Was Hitler’s defeat 
in World War II inevitable? Were Hitler and 
Stalin sane? What are the legacies of Hitler 
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and Stalin? The course will be conducted as a 
seminar.    

Honors American Government 
You are the future of America. Scary, I know. 
But it’s true. Government of the people, by 
the people, and for the people depends upon 
the people. And that means you. An informed 
citizenry that understands how its government 
is supposed to work, that keeps its eyes on 
how its government actually works, and that 
speaks out when the two don’t mesh is crucial 
to the success of the American Experiment. 
Accordingly, this course is designed to 
introduce you to ideas of government, in 
general, and to the design and operation of 
the American government, in particular. The 
course begins with a tantalizing look at the 
philosophy of government in general – What 
is the purpose of government? What tasks 
should government assume? How should 
government be structured? Is government 
even necessary? The course then shifts its 
focus to American government, in particular, 
considering not only the structures and 
functions of American government but 
also examining the political behavior and 
participation of the American people. We will 
explore the what of American government, 
and – perhaps more importantly – we will try 
to understand the why.  

Honors Modern Cities: Art, Architecture, 
Photography, and Cinema 
The modern city delivers the shock of the 
new - the city is where it happens.  Due to 
its scale, its diversity, its density, the city is 
the engine room of innovation and change - 
where individuals, groups, and communities 
are under relentless economic and social 
pressure to reinvent themselves - the place 
where talent, ideas, and capital come together 
to create new forms of expression. The city is 
the site of design and fashion, of new styles 
of architecture and new infrastructures. 

As a place of movement and exchange, 
the city operates at a fevered tempo and 
speed. The final decades of the 19th century 
and the first decades of the 20th century 
witnessed electrification, the invention of the 
photograph, the telegraph, the telephone, 
the railroad, the subway, the phonograph, 
the elevator, the skyscraper, the internal 
combustion engine, the radio, the airplane, 
cinema, and the modern city. It is within this 
maelstrom of change that art functions as a 
seismograph of modern urban experience. Karl 
Marx captured the dynamic of the modern city 
when he wrote, “All fixed, fast-frozen relations, 
with their train of ancient and venerable 
prejudices and opinions are swept away… All 
that is solid melts into air.”  In this course, we 
will focus on 20th century art, architecture, 
photography, and cinema. Our study of the 
modern city will occur in conjunction with 
an examination of artistic efforts to assess 
the look and meaning of urban and capitalist 
development between 1890 and the present. 
Our objectives are to gain a clearer picture 
of how urban culture evolved over the 
past century and a half and to more fully 
understand what we have become today and 
where we are heading tomorrow. The course 
will be conducted as a seminar.  

Honors Economics and Current Events: 
A Study of America’s Current Financial 
Landscape
“What is going on in the world?” Simply put, 
this is the quintessential question asked by 
millions every day. The course will serve as 
an avenue through which we will explore 
domestic and international current events 
that are actively shaping the world in which 
we live. More specifically, the course will 
focus on America's economic downturn from 
the summer of 2008 and the painfully slow 
recovery that continues even today. We will 
immerse ourselves in current events in order 
to analyze the political, social, and cultural 

fallout for both America and the world 
stemming from the economic downward spiral 
that threatens to destabilize and derail the 
international economic order. Fast paced and 
informative, the course will use newspapers, 
periodicals, and blogs as its source base.  

Honors Roman Republic 
From a small collection of hillside villages in 
the swamps of Latium to a Mediterranean 
empire and the direct political model that 
inspired the framers of the U.S. Constitution, 
the Roman Republic is a study in the social, 
cultural, political, and economic birth, growth, 
and transformation of a pre-industrial society. 
Issues ranging from the foundations of 
political protest from unrepresented groups 
in Roman society, the relationships between 
city and country, the competitive culture of 
the aristocracy, the role of family in Roman 
life, the complex relationships between Greek 
and Roman culture, and the upheavals that 
ripped the Republic apart will be explored. 
Always present are the fundamental problems 
of evidence and interpretation inherent in 
reconstructing a culture 2000 years past, but 
still the source of inspiration for movies, plays, 
books, games, politics, and even fashion.  
These and other critical issues will be explored 
through a combination of foundational and 
21st century historical approaches: primary 
source seminars, discussion of modern 
models of Roman society, and simulation 
play and analysis. This is an ideal course for 
anyone interested in taking a challenging 
course in applied historical methods, enjoys 
approaching the study of history in new and 
engaging ways, and flourishes when given 
a fair degree of responsibility for their own 
learning.  
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GRADE 12 THIRD QUARTER ELECTIVES: 
(Open to juniors with department  permission.)   

Constitutional Issues 
Do you want to be a Supreme Court justice, 
but find yourself unlikely to be nominated for 
the position by the president? Well, here’s your 
chance to play at being one of our country’s 
top judges! After a short overview of the 
American court system and an introduction 
to the differing approaches to constitutional 
interpretation, we will consider four or five 
cases currently pending in the United States 
Supreme Court. For each case, the students 
will independently research the applicable 
law (primarily by reading court opinions, 
lawyers’ briefs, and law review articles) and 
then come together for a group discussion 
and resolution of the issue – just like the 
justices do in Washington. While the cases 
addressed vary from year to year, in recent 
years we have considered the constitutionality 
of applying the death penalty to minors, the 
constitutionality of prayer at public school 
graduation ceremonies, the constitutionality 
of random drug testing in public schools, the 
meaning of the constitutional right to “keep 
and bear arms,” the constitutionality of the 
federal ban on “partial-birth” abortions, the 
constitutionality of affirmative action programs, 
and other stimulating cases. So, come on; give 
it a try. Who knows, perhaps one day you’ll 
actually be nominated to serve on the Court; 
then you can confidently say to the senators in 
your confirmation hearing, “Trust me; I’ve done 
this before….”    

Two Titans Square Off: Winston Churchill and 
Joseph Stalin 
Upon the shoulders of Churchill and Stalin the 
destiny of human history during the first half 
of the 20th century rested. Who were these 
titans who directed the fortunes of two of 
history’s greatest empires - the British Empire 
and the Soviet Union? By studying the early 

lives of Stalin and Churchill, we will uncover 
many of the most pressing ideological issues 
of the modern era. What are the virtues and 
liabilities of democracy and communism? 
While Stalin’s star was ascendant during the 
1930s, Churchill’s reputation was eclipsed 
as he entered the aptly named “political 
wilderness.” How do we explain the appeal 
and accomplishments of these two statesmen? 
What bearing does their social background 
have upon their political convictions and 
aspirations? During WWII and the early years 
of the Cold War, which of the two statesmen 
was more astute and successful in the arena 
of international diplomacy? Finally, what are 
Stalin and Churchill’s legacies? The course will 
be conducted as a seminar.  
 
Introduction to Philosophy
What is real? How do we know anything? 
How do we know what is right and what is 
wrong? Humanity has struggled with these 
questions for millennia and so will we in this 
introduction to philosophy. We will focus on 
how different thinkers and different systems 
of beliefs have responded to the questions 
of reality, knowledge, and ethics. Particular 
attention will be paid to several key thinkers 
in the Western Philosophical tradition: Plato, 
Aristotle, Descartes, Hume, Nietzsche, and 
Kant. The course relies heavily on the seminar 
format: students are required to prepare 
assigned readings from philosophical works 
and participate in discussions of the readings. 

American History: 1960 to the Present 
This course will focus on America’s social, 
political, and economic developments during 
the last half century. Using a variety of 
primary and secondary sources, including 
significant visuals, students will be asked to 
dive into the recent past and emerge with 
a newfound understanding of America’s 
modern journey and present global standing. 
A sampling of specific topics includes: the 

Cold War, America’s changing economic 
landscape in the late 20th century, the impact 
of September 11th on American culture, and 
today’s “American.” Taught primarily as a 
seminar course, student assessment will 
largely be based on participation and written 
work, including papers and in-class essays.    

GRADE 12 FOURTH QUARTER ELECTIVES: 
(Open to juniors with department permission.)  

Genocide in the 20th Century
A dark cloud in the form of genocide has 
cast its devastating shadow over the 20th 
century. Without understanding genocide 
and our own destructive nature, the world is 
destined to see millions more die in the new 
millennium. The class will look at the origin of 
genocide, several case studies, and the various 
solutions and actions currently being worked 
toward and enacted upon by the international 
community. Resources for the course will 
range from books to articles to selected films 
that explore every facet of the term and its 
coinciding destruction. This course is not for 
the faint of heart, but rather the course is for 
those individuals who wish to take a stark look 
at reality and for those who seek to stand as 
guardians against genocide.  

Modern China
China is the world’s next superpower. China 
has more than 100 cities with populations 
of one million or more - America has 
nine. The Maglev train from the airport to 
Shanghai reaches speeds of 240 mph. The 
single province of the Pearl River Delta of 
Guangdong, just north of Hong Kong, has 
become the world’s manufacturing center. In 
a single factory complex, more than 250,000 
Chinese workers man the assembly lines, sleep 
in its dormitories, and eat in the company 
cafeterias. In this course, we will examine the 
extraordinary story of China from the time 
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of Mao and the Communist Revolution to 
its present status as a rising economic and 
political colossus. We will explore the impact 
of China’s economic transformation on its 
political system and its culture. Questions we 
will ask include: How has daily life changed 
in China over the past decade? Is continued 
economic growth at its current pace 
sustainable? What ecological threats does 
China’s growth pose? What are the prospects 
for constructive and peaceful relations 
between China and the United States in the 
years ahead? The class will be conducted as a 
seminar.   

Studying Contemporary Global Problems 
through Serious Games 
We all know the stereotypes; computer 
games are only good for developing fast 
twitch muscles and a taste for violence. And 
yet, the serious games movement maintains 
the ideal that some games can be used to 
educate and motivate, potentially changing 
the world. In the past five years, the number 
of serious games dealing with contemporary 
global problems has risen dramatically. These 
games, unlike their traditional commercial 
counterparts, are designed to inform and to 
persuade first, and entertain second. Can a 
game, however, effectively teach about serious 
issues ranging from genocide, to refugee 
problems, to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? Is 
it appropriate to deal with such grave issues 
in the form of a game? If so, what can we 
learn from playing serious games about global 
conflicts? To answer these questions we will 
adopt a four part approach: 
• Read literature on the use of video games 
in education and study the serious games 
movement
• Research and discuss a set of contemporary 
global issues 
• Play the games treating these issues, and 
discuss and critique them.
• Craft research posters, commercials, and 

other products to share our findings in the 
class. 
 
Exploring Humanitarian Law
This course aims to expose students to the 
central issues of International Humanitarian 
Law (IHL). Also known as the “law of war” or 
the “law of armed conflict,” IHL is a branch 
of international law aiming to protect life 
and human dignity during armed conflict 
and to reduce and prevent the suffering 
and destruction that result from war. IHL 
seeks to limit the effects of armed conflict 
by protecting persons who are not or who 
are no longer participating in the hostilities 
and by restricting the means and methods 
of warfare. The class has several goals: to 
improve awareness of humanitarian norms, 
limits, and protections applicable to situations 
of armed conflict; to increase awareness of 
the multiple perspectives of those involved 
in armed conflict and of the complexity 
in the application of humanitarian law; to 
generate interest in humanitarian issues at 
the local, national, and international level; 
and to cultivate the capacity to view conflict 
situations from a humanitarian perspective 
that places respect for life and dignity at the 
center of the analysis. As its title suggests, 
“exploration” is the class’s main pedagogical 
approach. The class is less concerned with 
mastering facts and memorizing historical 
dates than it is with emphasizing the 
application of concepts about respect for 
and protection of life and human dignity 
to real armed conflicts and other situations 
of violence. It involves students in ethical 
considerations that may challenge their 
values, traditions, expectations and the idea 
that there is one correct answer to every 
question. Its approach reinforces many 
important academic and life skills such as 
communication, disagreeing respectfully, 
reasoning, research,

MATHEMATICS

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

Algebra I 
The skills of Algebra I are essential to success 
in a high school mathematics program. 
Students explore a variety of methods to solve 
equations, graph functions, use mathematical 
symbols to represent aspects of the physical 
world, and learn to communicate effectively 
using mathematical notation. The course 
covers the following topics: basic operations 
on polynomial expressions, solutions to linear 
and quadratic equations, linear functions 
(graphing, the slope and y-intercepts of lines, 
writing the equations of lines), systems of 
linear equations and inequalities, quadratic 
and exponential functions (graphing and 
their properties), properties of exponents, 
properties of rational and irrational numbers, 
and simplification of radical expressions. Since 
problem-solving is an integral part of this 
course, students spend a considerable amount 
of time translating problems presented in 
written form to equivalent statements in 
mathematics. Then, the students find solutions 
to the problems and express the results in 
written form.

Geometry 
The primary focus of the course is geometric 
investigation, hypothesis formation and 
proof. This is the first course where students 
are introduced to the formal nature of 
mathematical proof. The major topics in the 
course are: congruence, similarity, circles, 
polygons, parallelism, area and volume. The 
computer software, Geometer’s Sketchpad, 
is a required part of the course. It is an 
outstanding tool for students to gain insights 
from their geometric investigations.
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Honors Geometry 
The primary focus of the course is geometric 
investigation, hypothesis formation, and 
proof. This is the first course where students 
are introduced to the formal nature of 
mathematical proof. The major topics in the 
course are: congruence, similarity, circles, 
polygons, parallelism, area, and volume. The 
instructor will add topics that are of interest 
to the students. For example, the students 
might discuss the five Platonic solids and 
build polyhedra. The computer software, 
Geometer’s Sketchpad, is a required part of 
the course.

Algebra II 
This course gives further depth to the 
concepts developed in Algebra I and 
covers the following topics: absolute value 
inequalities; linear, quadratic and absolute 
value functions (their graphs and defining 
features); properties of exponents, including 
negative, zero, and fractional values; 
systems of linear and quadratic equations 
and inequalities; quadratic equations with 
complex number solutions; exponential 
and logarithmic functions (properties, 
graphs, solving equations and applications); 
polynomial functions (graphing, finding 
zeros, and important theorems); square root 
and cube root functions; rational functions 
(graphing, finding zeros, and asymptotes); 
and conic sections. Since problem-solving is 
an integral part of this course, students spend 
a considerable amount of time translating 
problems presented in written form to 
equivalent statements in mathematics. Then, 
the students find solutions to the problems 
and express the results in written form. 
Summer review work is required.

Honors Algebra II 
This course covers all of the material in 
Algebra II. In addition, students are introduced 
to the following topics: conic sections, 3x3 

systems of equations, systems of nonlinear 
equations, linear programming, and series 
and sequences.  The instructor may add other 
topics as time permits. Also, since problem-
solving is an integral part of this course, 
students spend a considerable amount of 
time translating problems presented in written 
form to equivalent statements in mathematics. 
Then, the students find solutions to the 
problems and express the results in written 
form. Prerequisite: Grade B or higher in Honors 
Geometry. Summer review work is required.
   
Elementary Trigonometry & Analytic 
Geometry (Grade 11 or 12)    
This course expands the topics introduced in 
Algebra II and introduces topics that will be 
taught in-depth in Pre-Calculus. It emphasizes 
quadratic equations and functions; logarithms 
and exponential functions and their properties; 
rational functions and their properties; 
elementary statistics and probability; and an 
introduction to trigonometry. Since problem-
solving is an integral part of this course, 
students spend time translating problems 
presented in written form to equivalent 
statements in mathematics. Then, the students 
find solutions to the problems and express the 
results in written form. 

Pre-Calculus 
This advanced mathematics course leads to 
Calculus or AP Calculus (AB). Topics include: 
a major unit on trigonometric functions 
(their graphs and properties, equations 
and identities); properties and graphs of 
exponential functions (including the number 
e); logarithmic functions (including the 
natural log); and properties and graphs of 
polynomial, power, and rational functions. 
Prerequisites: Grade B or higher in Algebra II 
and department recommendation.

Honors Pre-Calculus 
This is an advanced mathematics course 
usually leading to the AP Calculus (BC) 
course. The topics covered are: a major unit 
on trigonometric functions (their graphs and 
properties, equations and identities), a brief 
review of conic sections, exponential functions 
(including the number e), and logarithmic 
functions (including the natural log), rational 
functions, vectors, polar coordinates and 
graphs, parametric equations, mathematical 
induction, and a brief review of series and 
sequences. AP Calculus content study begins 
in the spring. Prerequisite: Grade B or higher in 
Honors Algebra II. 

Calculus Fundamentals 
This course covers the following topics: 
functions, limits, derivatives of algebraic 
functions, applications of the derivative, 
integration, and applications of the definite 
integral. Students are introduced to the 
techniques and applications of differentiation 
and integration as they apply to polynomial, 
rational, logarithmic, and exponential 
and trigonometric functions. The course 
emphasizes the applications of calculus 
to science and business. Prerequisite: Pre-
Calculus or equivalent.    

AP Calculus, AB  
This AP course covers the following topics: 
functions, limits, and instantaneous rate of 
change for functions, derivatives of algebraic 
functions, applications of the derivative, 
integration, and applications of definite 
integral, transcendental functions, and 
methods of integration, separable differential 
equations and slope fields. Prerequisites: B or 
higher in Honors Pre-Calculus, A or higher in 
Pre-Calculus or its equivalent and department 
recommendation. Summer review work is 
required.  
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AP Calculus, BC
This AP course covers the following topics: 
instantaneous rate of change for functions, 
limits, derivatives of algebraic functions, 
applications of the derivative, integration, 
application of definite integral, transcendental 
functions, methods of integration, separable 
differential equations and slope fields, vectors 
and parametric equations and infinite series. 
Prerequisites: Outstanding achievement in 
Honors Pre-Calculus or its equivalent and 
department recommendation. Summer review 
work is required.

AP Statistics 
This course is designed to introduce students 
to the major concepts and tools for collecting, 
analyzing, and drawing conclusions from 
data. Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes; exploring data, sampling 
and experimentation, anticipating patterns, 
and statistical inference. Statistical computer 
software will be used, and the TI-84+ 
graphing calculator will be an important 
tool for modeling and analyzing small data 
sets. Topics covered include interpreting 
graphical displays of, summarizing, and 
comparing distributions of univariate data, 
exploring bivariate data and categorical 
data, planning and conducting surveys and 
experiments, probability as relative frequency, 
combining random variables, the normal 
distribution, simulating sampling distribution, 
confidence intervals, tests of significance 
and t-distributions. Prerequisites: B+ in 
Pre-Calculus or B- in Honors Pre-Calculus; 
department recommendation.  

Linear Algebra 
This course is designed for students who 
have successfully completed BC Calculus and 
have a strong interest in mathematics. The 
following topics are covered: systems of linear 
equations and matrix algebra, n-dimensional 
vector spaces over Rn, vector geometry, 

eigenvalues and eigenvectors, matrices as 
linear transformations, orthogonality and least 
squares problems, and abstract systems like 
groups, fields, and rings. Prerequisites: AP 
Calculus and department recommendation. 
The course may not be offered each year.

MODERN LANGUAGES

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

French I
This course is designed to introduce students 
to the study of the French language. 
Speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
skills in French are incorporated into this 
course as well as an introduction to French 
and Francophone cultures. The course takes 
the students beyond the text and exposes 
them to authentic language through video 
and audio recordings and the Internet. The 
course is designed to build competence 
in basic communicative areas, such as: 
greetings, weather, time, family, restaurants, 
school, sports, health, clothing, vacation, 
travel, and leisure activities. Proficiency in 
simple questions and answers, descriptions, 
narration in the present and past, and simple 
explanations are objectives in this course. This 
course must be taken in sequence with French 
II.

French II 
This course is designed to build upon the 
basic skills acquired in French I by reinforcing 
certain topics, introducing new themes, and 
acquiring more advanced structures. All four 
skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) 
are incorporated, as well as culture. The 
course takes students beyond the text and 
exposes them to authentic language through 
video and audio recordings and the Internet. 
The course is designed to build competency 

in basic areas of communication, such as: 
family relationships, food and restaurants, 
home and furnishings, leisure activities, fitness, 
fashion, personal appearance, entertainment, 
and travel. Proficiency in asking and 
answering questions, describing and making 
comparisons, as well as narrating in the 
present, past and future, are objectives of this 
course.

Honors French II 
This course is designed to build upon the 
basic skills acquired in French I by reinforcing 
certain topics, introducing new themes, and 
requiring more advanced structures. All 
four skills (speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing) are incorporated, as well as culture. 
The course takes students beyond the text 
and exposes them to authentic language 
through video and audio recordings and 
the Internet. The course is designed to 
build communicative competency in family 
relationships, food and restaurants, home and 
furnishings, leisure-time activities, fitness, 
fashion, personal appearance, entertainment, 
and travel. Conversational skills include: asking 
and answering questions, more detailed 
descriptions, and comparisons. Proficiency in 
asking and answering questions, describing 
and making comparisons, as well as narrating 
in the present, past, and future, are objectives 
of this course. The accelerated pace and 
depth of this course require students to be 
independent in their learning. Independent 
reading of literary and non-literary texts 
is incorporated. Prerequisite: Department 
recommendation. 

French III
This course is designed to build upon what 
students have studied in French II. All four 
skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) 
are incorporated, as well as culture. Students 
are exposed to authentic language through 
video and audio recordings and the Internet. 



Upper School Curriculum - 40 41

The course is designed to build competency in 
basic areas of communication, such as: polite 
requests, occupation and professions, school 
and studies, finding one’s way, daily routines, 
health, complaints, and criticism. Proficiency 
in asking and answering questions, describing 
and making comparisons, as well as narrating 
in the present, past, and future, are objectives 
of this course. Students work on extended 
conversation in French with appropriate 
pronouns and complex sentence structures. 
 
Pre-AP French 
This course builds on what students have 
studied in French II Honors. All four skills 
(speaking, listening, reading, and writing) are 
incorporated, as well as culture. The course 
takes students beyond the text and exposes 
them to authentic language through video 
and audio recordings and the Internet. The 
course is designed to build communicative 
competency in the areas of polite requests, 
occupation and professions, school and 
studies, finding one’s way, daily routines, 
health, complaints and criticism. Narrating 
in the present, past and future, presenting 
hypothetical situations and expressing 
wishes, desires and fears are objectives. The 
accelerated pace and depth of this course 
requires students to be independent in their 
learning. Independent reading of literary and 
non-literary texts is incorporated. Students 
work on extended conversation in French 
with appropriate pronouns and more complex 
sentence structures. Prerequisites:  Honors 
French II and department recommendation.

French Conversation * 
Explore, investigate, and engage in this 
intermediate-level course that will broaden 
vocabulary and improve proficiency. Make 
a video to market our school. Prepare for a 
job interview. Create a trailer for you own 
reality television show. Participate in on-line 
chatting in French. Connect with students 

and organizations in the French-speaking 
world. These are some of the projects and 
activities students participate in during French 
Conversation class. This course is student-
driven as students select themes to pursue, 
such as: French cooking, French cinema, 
professional life, world travel, history, current 
events, technology, and the environment. 
Students move beyond the structure of a 
textbook to authentic language through 
television and podcasts. An important 
goal is to expand the student’s view of the 
Francophone world and increase cultural 
awareness.  

French Composition * 
Explore, investigate, and engage in this 
intermediate-level course that will broaden 
vocabulary and improve proficiency. Create 
a brochure for our school. Design a poster 
for a college. Write a business letter and 
professional e-mail. Compose poetry. These 
are some of the projects and activities 
students undertake in French Composition. 
This course is student-driven as students 
select themes to pursue, such as: French 
media, world health, extreme sports, eco-
tourism, and current events. Students move 
beyond the structure of a textbook to 
authentic language through advertisements, 
articles, short stories, excerpts from popular 
French films, and sometimes social media. 
An important goal is to expand the student’s 
view of the Francophone world and increase 
cultural awareness.  

AP French Language
 This is a college-level course that prepares 
students for the AP French Language & 
Culture Exam in May. Students work at an 
advanced level on all four skills: speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. A repertoire 
of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions 
focusing on education, familial relationships, 
professions, health, leisure activities, travel, 

and household items are introduced and 
practiced through reading articles, novels 
or plays, listening to music, playing games, 
performing skits, and watching movies. 
Students narrate past, present, and future 
events, make hypothetical statements in 
the present and past, express opinions, 
desires and doubts, explain and support 
opinions. Throughout the course, students 
are required to express themselves in French. 
Prerequisites: Pre-AP French and department 
recommendation.

Honors French Literature
This course is an intensive course equivalent 
to a third-year survey of literature course at 
the college level. The course advances through 
the reading of significant works of French 
and Francophone literature from the 16th to 
the 20th century. How to critically analyze a 
literary text and the connection between form 
and content are explored, as well as various 
critical approaches to literature. The course 
involves discussion of the major themes of 
literature with expository writing in French. 
Summer reading is required. Results from the 
AP Language exam are taken into account 
when a student enrolls for the Honors French 
Literature course.  Departmental approval 
required. Prerequisites: AP French Language 
or recommendation by the department for 
seniors who have successfully completed Pre-
AP French.

Spanish I
This course is designed to introduce students 
to the study of the Spanish language. 
Speaking, listening, reading, and writing 
skills will be incorporated, as well as an 
introduction to Hispanic cultures. The course 
takes students beyond the text and exposes 
them to authentic language through video and 
audio recordings and the Internet. The course 
focuses on communicative acts, such as: 
greetings, commands, nationalities, numbers, 
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time, months, school, family, professions, 
foods, leisure activities, weather and locations. 
Competence in simple questions and answers, 
descriptions, narration in the present, and 
simple explanations are objectives. This course 
must be taken in sequence with Spanish II.

Spanish II
This course is designed to build upon the 
basic skills acquired in Spanish I by reinforcing 
certain topics, introducing new themes, and 
requiring more advanced structures. All four 
skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) 
are incorporated, as well as culture. The course 
takes students beyond the text and exposes 
them to authentic language through video 
and audio recordings and the Internet. The 
course focuses on communicative areas, such 
as: sports, dining, travel, geography, residence, 
and transportation. Conversational skills will 
include asking and answering questions, 
detailed descriptions, and comparisons. 
Narrating in the present and past tenses, and 
expressing personal wishes and needs are 
objectives.

Honors Spanish II 
This course is designed to build upon the 
basic skills acquired in Spanish I by reinforcing 
certain topics, introducing new themes, and 
requiring more advanced structures. All four 
skills (speaking, listening, reading, and writing) 
are incorporated, as well as culture. The course 
takes students beyond the text and exposes 
them to authentic language through video 
and audio recordings and the Internet. The 
course focuses on communicative acts related 
to sports, dining, travel, geography, residence, 
and transportation. Competence in narrating 
in the present, past, and future tenses and 
the subjunctive mood is introduced. The 
accelerated pace and depth of this course 
require students to be independent in their 
learning. Independent reading of literary and 

non-literary texts is incorporated. Prerequisite: 
Department recommendation.

Spanish III
This course is designed to build upon 
the basic skills acquired in Spanish II by 
reinforcing certain topics, introducing new 
themes, and requiring more advanced 
structures. All four skills (speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing) are incorporated, as well 
as culture. The course takes students beyond 
the text and exposes them to authentic 
language through video and audio recordings 
and the Internet. The course is designed 
to build communicative competency in the 
areas of personal description, daily activities, 
care of the home, getting around town, 
leisure activities, environment, foods and 
meals, medical care, clothing, travel, and the 
professional world. Narrating in the present, 
past, and future tenses, and using commands 
are objectives. 

Pre-AP Spanish 
This course is designed to build upon the 
basic skills acquired in Spanish II Honors 
by reinforcing certain topics, introducing 
new themes, and requiring more advanced 
structures. All four skills (speaking, listening, 
reading, and writing) are incorporated, as well 
as culture. The course takes students beyond 
the text and exposes them to authentic 
language through video and audio recordings 
and the Internet. The course is designed 
to build communicative competency in the 
areas of personal description, daily activities, 
care of the home, getting around town, 
leisure activities, environment, foods and 
meals, medical care, clothing, travel, and the 
professional world. Competence in narrating 
in the present, past, and future tenses and 
in expressing personal desires, needs, and 
doubts are objectives. The accelerated pace 
and depth of this course requires students to 

be independent in their learning. Independent 
reading of literary and non-literary texts is 
incorporated. Prerequisites: Honors Spanish II 
and department recommendation.

Spanish Conversation *
Explore, investigate and engage in this 
intermediate level course that will broaden 
vocabulary and improve proficiency. Make a 
video to market our school. Prepare for a job 
interview. Create a trailer for you own reality 
television show. Participate in on-line chatting 
in Spanish. Connect with students and 
organizations in the Spanish-speaking world. 
These are some of the projects and activities 
students undertake in Spanish Conversation. 
This course is student-driven as students 
select themes to pursue, such as: Spanish 
cooking, cinema, professional life, world travel, 
history, current events, technology, and the 
environment. Students move beyond the 
structure of a textbook to authentic language 
through television and podcasts. An important 
goal is to expand the student’s view of the 
Spanish-speaking world and increase cultural 
awareness.
  
Spanish Composition * 
Explore, investigate and engage in this 
intermediate level course that will broaden 
vocabulary and improve proficiency. Create 
a brochure for our school. Design a poster 
for a college. Write a business letter and 
professional e-mail. Compose poetry. These 
are some of the projects and activities 
students undertake in Spanish Composition. 
This course is student-driven as students 
select themes to pursue, such as: Spanish 
media, world health, extreme sports, eco-
tourism and current events. Students move 
beyond the structure of a textbook to 
authentic language through advertisements, 
articles, short stories, excerpts from popular 
Spanish-language films and sometimes social 
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media. An important goal is to expand the 
student’s view of the Spanish-speaking world 
and increase cultural awareness.  

AP Spanish Language 
This is a college-level course that prepares 
students for the AP Spanish Language & 
Culture Exam in May. Students work at an 
advanced level on all four skills: speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. A wide 
repertoire of vocabulary and expressions are 
practiced through reading articles, novels 
or plays, listening to music, playing games, 
performing skits, and watching movies. 
Reading and comprehension of classic short 
stories, newspaper articles, internet resources 
and excerpts from Hispanophone literature 
are an integral part of the course. Students 
narrate past, present, and future events, make 
hypothetical statements in the present and 
past, express opinions, desires and doubts, 
explain and support opinions. Throughout 
the course, students are required to express 
themselves in Spanish. Prerequisites: Pre-AP 
Spanish and department approval.

AP Spanish Literature
This course is an intensive, college level course 
that prepares students for the AP Spanish 
Literature exam. The AP Spanish Literature 
curriculum is intended to be the equivalent 
of a third-year college Introduction to Latin 
American or Peninsular Literature course, 
covering selected works from the literatures 
of Spain and Spanish America. The required 
reading will be a list of specific works by a 
variety of authors from different historical 
periods. The focus of this course includes 
discussion of the major themes of literature 
with expository writing in Spanish. Summer 
reading is required. Results from the AP 
Language exam are taken into account when 
a student enrolls for the AP Literature course. 
Students with a score of three or above on the 

AP Language test have usually found success 
in the AP Literature course. Prerequisites: 
Spanish AP Language and department 
recommendation.

*French and Spanish Composition, as well 
as French and Spanish Conversation, are 
designed for the student who has successfully 
completed Level III of the language. These 
courses will be offered on an alternating basis. 

SCIENCE

FULL-YEAR COURSES:

Earth Science
Earth Science is a field and laboratory-based 
course integrating topics in basic chemistry, 
rocks, and minerals, as well as geology 
and meteorology. Students develop an 
understanding of the natural processes that 
shape the earth and the effects that these 
processes have on each other. Emphasis 
is placed on the fundamental physical and 
chemical principles that underlie these 
processes, and particularly on the flow of 
energy through earth’s dynamic systems. 
Specific topics may include plate tectonics, 
weather systems, watersheds, paleontology, 
and the geology of Greater Cincinnati.  

Honors Science: Biology/Chemistry
Honors Science is a challenging introductory-
level course. The major emphasis is the 
biochemical basis for life, which lays the 
groundwork for the theory of evolution by 
natural selection. The chemistry necessary for 
the understanding of biochemical topics is 
studied. Approximately one-half of the course 
is devoted to chemistry. Students who elect 
this course are pointed toward Advanced 
Placement Biology in the sophomore year 
and Advanced Placement Chemistry in the 

junior year. The course should be attempted 
only by very talented students willing to make 
a consistently strong effort. Prerequisite: 
Department recommendation.  

Biology
Introductory Biology is both descriptive 
and inquiry-oriented. A major theme of the 
course is evolution by natural selection. Topics 
in biochemistry, cell biology, reproduction, 
and genetics lay the groundwork for a deep 
investigation of Darwin’s Theory, followed 
by a study of plant and animal physiology. 
Laboratory work is a key component to 
both the understanding of the content and 
the nature of scientific inquiry. Taxonomy, 
anatomy, and physiology are treated as 
consequences of natural selection.  

AP Biology 10 
This advanced level course is a continuation 
of Honors Science. Designed to simulate 
an introductory college biology course, it is 
challenging and exposes students to concepts 
and experimental studies of a sophisticated 
nature. While a large amount of material is 
discussed in class, students remain responsible 
for learning a fair amount of the subject 
matter on their own, through text and outside 
reading. The pace of the course is rapid and 
the work is intense. Prerequisite: Department 
recommendation. 

General Chemistry 
This course is a college-preparatory chemistry 
course. Students learn major concepts and 
laboratory skills in the context of everyday 
chemical processes and by exploring current 
issues relating to chemical technology and 
society. While problem-solving is an important 
course component, it is not necessary for 
students to have a strong mathematics 
background to be successful. An emphasis is 
placed on lab activities and projects. 
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Chemistry 
This chemistry program is designed to 
introduce students to both the descriptive 
and quantitative aspects of chemistry. The 
course emphasizes problem-solving skills. 
When possible, new ideas are introduced 
through experiment or demonstration, with 
emphasis placed on the interpretation and 
analysis of data. Students develop laboratory 
skills and make use of computer technology 
in both the collection and analysis of data. 
The course teaches students to understand 
and apply chemical concepts, while gaining 
an understanding of chemistry’s relationship 
with current societal issues and everyday life. 
Prerequisite: Department recommendation.

AP Chemistry 
AP Chemistry is a demanding, fast-paced 
honors course that constitutes the third 
year of the Honors science sequence. It 
represents an expansion of the regular 
chemistry course, particularly focusing on 
topics recommended by the Advanced 
Placement Program. Examples of topics 
explored in greater depth are: kinetics, 
thermodynamics, equilibrium, oxidation-
reduction reactions, and introductory organic 
chemistry. Laboratory work involves the use 
of sophisticated equipment and techniques, 
including gravimetric analysis, calorimetry, 
spectrophotometry, and titrations, and often 
incorporates the use of computer probes 
and graphing software. Inquiry learning is 
emphasized throughout the course, both 
in the classroom and in the lab. Enrolled 
students must have completed three years 
of lab science or be currently in the Honors 
sequence. On rare occasions students may 
opt to take the course as a second year 
of chemistry. Prerequisite:  Department 
recommendation.  

Physics 
Physics provides a hands-on experience 
with the basic principles of physics, as well 
as rigorous practice in logical thinking skills. 
Students use sophisticated computer tools 
to gather and analyze data about simple 
physical phenomena. They use their results 
to develop various physical laws and to make 
predictions about additional phenomena. 
Students then confirm or refute their 
predictions by experiment. Topics include: 
mechanics, electricity and magnetism, optics, 
and sound. Additional emphasis is placed on 
the development of computer and laboratory 
skills.  
 
Honors Physics
Honors Physics is a college-level, calculus-
based introduction to physics. The focus 
of the course is classical mechanics, with 
additional work in electricity, magnetism, 
optics, and modern physics. The course 
combines a hands-on experience of basic 
physical phenomena with a traditional 
emphasis on derivations and problem sets. 
Students gain extensive experience in using 
computers to gather data, analyze data, and 
model physical systems. Students must be 
taking either AB or BC Calculus concurrently. 
Prerequisite: Department recommendation  
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Administration

Anthony T. T. Jaccaci Head of School Tufts University, MALD

Harvard University, B.A.

Jennifer C. Aquino Division Head LS Walden University, M.Ed.

Sacramento State University, B.A.

Theresa M. Hirschauer Division Head MS Brown University, B.S.

Stephanie S. Luebbers Division Head, English US Middlebury College, M.A.

Hamilton College, B.A.

Ashley Ward Assistant to the Head of 
School

Louisiana State University, B.S.

Tina M. Moulin Administrative Assistant LS

Jana Westhoven Administrative Assistant MS Eastern Kentucky University, B.S.

Andi B. Mapes Administrative Assistant US University of Alabama, B.A.

Faculty - Multiple Divisions

Kathryn R. Blum Physical Education LS, MS Xavier University, M.E.

University of Tennessee, B.S. Ed.

Brady T. Brandt Mathematics, Associate 
Athletic, Director, Youth 
Sports

LS, MS Ohio State University, B.S. Ed.

Steven O. Conner Physical Education LS, MS Miami University, B.S. Ed.

Jan L. French Science LS, MS University of Delaware, B.S.

Miami University, BTW

Brian K. Harsh French LS, MS Bowling Green State University, M.A.

Ohio Northern University, B.A.

Karen M. Muldrow Spanish LS, MS University of Texas, M.A.

University of Wisconsin, B.A.

Lois Poe Rust Fine Arts Dir, Theater LS, MS University of Cincinnati, M.A.

University of Cincinnati, B.A.

Michelle C. Salter Swimming Instructor LS, MS University of Cincinnati, B.S.

Christine Scheadler Learning Specialist LS, MS University of Cincinnati, M.Ed.

University of Cincinnati, B.S.

Linda M. Yokel Enrichment Programs, 
After School

LS, MS Miami University, B.S.
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Andrea E. Owens Technology and Media 
Services Coord

MS, US Arcadia University, M.Ed.

George Washington University, B.A.

Esther Kang Rose Vocal Music Teacher MS, US University of Cincinnati, CCM, M.M.

Temple University, B.M.

Stephanie Wietmarschen Vocal & Instrumental 
Music

MS, US Miami University, B.M.

Elena A. Belfor-Sigalov Piano All-
School

Lvov Conservatory, M.M.

Kiev College, B.M.

Christopher Milmoe Athletic Director All-
School

Plymouth State University, M.Ed.

East Carolina University, B.A.

Laraine L. Roessler School Nurse All-
School

Xavier University, M.Ed.  
Xavier University, M.S.N. 
College of Mt. St. Joseph, B.S. N.

Lower School

Kiley Atkins Collaborative Teacher LS Indiana University, B.S.

Kathleen A. Bagnoli Kingergarten LS Xavier University, M.Ed 

Denison University, B.A

Angela M. Barber-Joiner Kindergarten LS Xavier University, B.S.

Xavier University, M.A.

Jessica M. Beaudoin Early Childhood LS Kent State University, M.Ed.

Kent State University, B.S.

Lee Ann Bertsch Team Leader, Pre-K II LS Ohio University, B.S. Ed.

Xavier University, M.Ed.

Elizabeth L. Bevis Pre-K II LS Miami University, B.A.

Dr. Nikki L. Bishop- 
Kallmeyer

School Psychologist LS Loyola Univiversity, Chicago,  Ph.D.
University of Dayton, M.S. 
University of Dayton, Ed.S.
Bowling Green State University, B.A.

Kristeen J. Boaz Collaborative Teacher LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Northern Kentucky University, B.S. Ed.

Laura G. Bunnenberg Team Leader, Grade 3 LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

University of Maryland, B.S.

Elizabeth A. Carr Pre-K I LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Miami University, B.S. Ed.
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Vanessa Collett Montessori LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Miami University, B.S.

Amanda E. de Graaf Collaborative Teacher LS Trinity College, B.A.

Sloan McKinney Doepke Team Leader, Montessori LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

University of Louisville, B.A.

Ann T. Gardner Grade 2 LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Bowling Green State University, B.S.

Valerie B. Gerber Team Leader, Grade 4 LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Miami University, B.A.

Lauren P. Gilmore Art, Collaborative Teacher LS Ursuline College, M.A.

Ohio University, B.S.

Meghan R. Graves Grade 1 LS Miami University, B.S.

Allison R. Grimes Kindergarten LS Indiana Wesleyan University, M.Ed.

Miami University, B.S.

Ginger R. Halterman Kindergarten LS University of Washington, B.A.

Teresa M. Hess Pre-Primary Speech & 
Lang Pathologist

LS Truman State University, M.A.

Truman State University, B.S.

Emily R. Hetrick Pre-K I LS Eastern Kentucky University, B.S. Ed.

Miami University, M.A.

Chloe Hockley Early Childhood II LS Messiah College, B.S Ed.

Jennifer Hoffman Team Leader, Early  
Childhood

LS University of Cincinnati, B.S.

Jill Hurlburt Collaborative Teacher LS Xavier University, B.S.

Jennifer C. Krieger Kindergarten LS Ohio State University, M.Ed.

Ohio State University, B.S.

Joanna A. Leung-Brown Early Childhood LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Ohio State University, B.A.

Jane Mactaggart Grade 3 LS University of Central England, B.A.

Capella University, M.Ed.

Tara McMullen Early Childhood LS Concordia University, M.Ed.

Concordia University, B.A.

Elissa Michalski Collaborative Teacher LS University of Northern Colorado, M.A.

Colorado State University, B.A.

Bonnie Nesbitt Collaborative Teacher LS Birmingham-Southern College, B.S.
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Michelle Newman Grade 4 LS College of Mt. St. Joseph, B.A.

Rhonda Pennington Collaborative Assistant LS

Tresonne J. Peters Team Leader, Grade 2 LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Tulane University, B.A.

Joann Reaves Collaborative Teacher LS Old Dominion University, M.Ed.

Old Dominion University, B.A.

Kathleen C. Renner Vocal Music LS David Lipscomb University, B.A

Laura L. Rue Team Leader, Grade 1 LS Wright State University, M.Ed..

University of Missouri, B.S.

Katharine Scheer Outdoor Programs LS Northwestern University, B.A.

Priscilla Schoeny Grade 2 LS Miami University, B.S. Ed.

Rick Schoeny Grade 3 LS Ohio University, B.S. Ed.

Terri A. Sears Grade 4 LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

University of Evansville, B.A.

Rachel Senefeld-Naber Collaborative Teacher, 
After School

LS Indiana University, B.S.

Meredith R. Simmons Collaborative Teacher LS Xavier University, B.S.

Susan A. Smyth Pre-K II LS Xavier University, M.Ed.

James Madison University, B.S.

Wendy S. Taylor Collaborative Teacher LS University of Leeds, B.S. Ed.

Amy L. Thonnerieux Technology and Media 
Services

LS University of Maryland, M.L.S.

Miami University, B.A.

Connie Wagner Collaborative Teacher LS University of Cincinnati, EKG Cert.

Ann L. Wimmer Grade 1 LS Miami University, M.Ed.

University of Cincinnati, B.S. Ed.

Wright State University, B.S.

Middle School Faculty

Brady T. Brandt Mathematics, Associate 
Athletic Director, Youth 
Sports

MS Ohio State University, B.S. Ed.

Thomas C. Brannock, II Mathematics MS University of Cincinnati, B.S.

Elvira C. Carrillo Spanish MS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Javeriana University, Lic. in Ed.

University of Cincinnati, M.A.
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Rachel L. Corwin Team Leader, Grade 8, 
French

MS Chase College of Law, J.D.

Xavier University, M.Ed.

Xavier University, B.A.

Layton A. Gibson Mathematics, Social Stud-
ies

MS University of Cincinnati, B.S. Ed.

Joel G. Hager History MS Florida Atlantic University, M.A.

University of Wyoming, B.A.

Anna G. Hartle English MS University of Kentucky, M.S.L.S.

University of Cincinnati, M.A.

Miami University, B.A.

Kimberly Jewett School Psychologist MS University of Cincinnati, M.Ed.

Nathanial M. Johnston Science, Technology MS Bowling Green State University, B.S. Ed.

Julia R. Joyce ’99 Learning Specialist MS University of Cincinnati, B. S.

Beth A. Langenbahn Social Studies MS Ohio State University, B.A.

Suzanne Lewis Mathematics MS University of Cincinnati, M.Ed.

Miami University, B.S.

Mark E. Luebbers English MS Middlebury College, M.A.

University of New Hampshire, B.A.

Michelle Lusk After School MS Laurence Co., LPN Program

Ulysses J. Marin Art MS State University of New York

Oswego, B.S.

Georgina Masterson Spanish MS Wright State University, M.Ed.

Purdue University, B.A.

Andrea E. Owens Technology and Media 
Services Coord

MS Arcadia University, M.Ed.

George Washington University

Brittany C. Patterson ’04 Culture Studies, Photog-
raphy

MS University of Cincinnati, M.Ed.

Gardner-Webb University, B.S.

Molly Murray Petre Team Leader, Grade 5, 
English

MS Xavier University, M.Ed.

Xavier University, B.A.

Andrea Rogers Team Leader, Grade 7, 
Culture Studies

MS University of Wyoming, B.S.

Casey L. Schnieber Science, Dean of Students MS Ohio University, B.S.

University of Cincinnati, M.Ed.
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Kyle E. Scully ’08 Intern, Social Studies MS DePauw University, B.A.

Daniel W. Wood Science MS University of Florida, M.S.

University of Toledo, B.S.

Upper School Faculty

Jamie A. Back Mathematics US University of Cincinnati, B.S.

Xavier University, M.Ed.

Sarah B. Beyreis Academic Dean, Dir. Col-
lege Counseling

US Middlebury College, M.A.

Yale College, M.A.

Yale University, B.A.

Merle E. Black, III History Department Chair US University of Chicago, M.A.

Gettysburg College, B.A.

Lisa M. Bodollo Director of Drama US Central Washington University, M.A.

Bowling Green University, B.A.

Amy Brand Art US The University of the Arts, MFA

Vassar College, B.A.

Paula Williams Butler Science US University of Massachusetts, M.Ed.

Wellesley College, B.A.

Malena Castro Spanish US Xavier University, M.Ed.

Universidad del Mayab, B. S.

John P. Christiansen Mathematics, Dean of Stu-
dents, Grades 11 and 12

US Wesleyan University, M.A.

Grinnell College, B.A.

Laura J. Christiansen Science US Antioch New England, M.S.

Grinnell College, BA

Matthew W. Dahl Director of Scheduling, 
Science

US Wake Forest University, M.S.

Wake Forest University, B. S.

Yven Destin History US University of Pittsburgh, Ph.D.

University of Chicago, M.A.

Morehouse College, B.A.

Evan M. DiTullio Technical Theatre Director US Northern Kentucky University, B.A.

Patricia C. Dunn English Department Chair US Middlebury College, M.A.

Colgate University, B.A.
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Timothy P. Dunn Science Department Chair US Wesleyan University, M.A.

Williams College, B.A.

Jamal D. English English US West Chester Univ. of Pennsylvania, M.A.

West Chester Univ. of Pennsylvania, B.A.

Gregory A. Faulhaber Mathematics Department 
Chair

US Miami University, M.A.

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, B. S.

Deborah J. Floyd English, Dean of Service 
Learning

US Wright State University, M.A.

University of Massachusetts, B.A.

Peter A. Fossett ’80 History US Harvard Law School, J.D.

Colgate University, A.B.

Dr. Jonathan W. Franzosa Science US University of Texas, Ph.D.

Louisiana State University, B.S.

Yvonne R. Green Assistant to College Coun-
seling /Testing Coordina-
tor

US University of Cincinnati, M.A.

University of Cincinnati, B.S.

Alexandra C. Hawkins Executive Director, Break-
through Cincinnati

US Teachers College Columbia Univ, M.A.

Wellesley College, B.A.

Dr. Jeanette M. Hecker Modern Languages De-
partment Chair

US Northwestern University, Ph.D.

Northwestern University, M.A.

University of Illinois, B.A.

Audra L. Jenkins Science, Health US University of Michigan, M.A.

Michigan State University, B.S.

Dr. Jane E. Kairet French US University of Cincinnati, Ph.D.

University of Zagreb, M.A.

Filozofski University, B.A.

Carole A. Lichty-Smith Fine Arts Department 
Chair

US University of Cincinnati., M.A.

University of Cincinnati., M.F.A.

Wright State, B.F.A.

Dr. Jeremiah B. McCall History US Ohio State University, Ph.D.

Ohio State University, M.A.

University of New Hampshire, B.A.
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Charles F. McGivern, Jr. English, Assoc Dir College 
Counseling

US Temple University, M.Ed.  
La Salle University, B.A.

Brock A. Miller Science US Swarthmore College, B.A.

Christopher Milmoe Athletic Director US Plymouth State University, M.Ed.

East Carolina University, B.A.

Andrea E. Owens Technology and Media 
Services Coord

US Arcadia University, M.Ed.  
George Washington University, B.A.

Patrice P. Pennington Prog Director,  
Breakthrough Cincinnati

US University of Cincinnati, B.A.

Catherine M. Phillips Mathematics US Bowling Green State University, M.Ed.

Wright State University, B.S.

Robert Plummer Mathematics US University of Kansas, M.A.

Bowdoin College, A.B.

Patricia A. Robitaille Spanish US State University of NY- Brockport, M.S.

Colgate University, B.A.

Greg Ross Associate Athletic  
Director

US Bowling Green State University, B.S.

Dr. Kathy Scheidler School Psychologist US University of Cincinnati, Ph.D.  
University of Cincinnati, M.Ed.
DePauw University, B.A.

Angela L. J. Suarez Spanish US University of Calif. at Los Angeles, M.A.

Northern Kentucky University, B.A

Chantal Thornberry English, Dean of Students, 
Grades 9 and 10

US DePaul University, M.Ed.

Emory University, B.A.

Marcus L. Twyford Computer Science US University of Tennessee, B.S.

Dr. Marygrace Tyrrell History US Northwestern University, Ph. D.

Northwestern University, M.A.

Carrie Whelan Intervention Specialist US Wright State University, M.Ed. 
Xavier University, B.S.
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Admission

Jennifer L. Bedel Associate Director of  
Admission

ADM Miami University, M.Ed.

Xavier University, B.S.

Marcia K. Beischel Administrative Assistant ADM Northern Kentucky University, B.S.

Elizabeth C. Habig Assistant Director of  
Admission

ADM Xavier University, B.S.

Aaron B. Kellenberger Director of Enrollment 
Management

ADM Ohio University, M.Ed.

Ohio University, B.S.

Business Office

Anne M. Bonn Accounting Assistant, 
Student Billing

ADM

Jennifer G. Delaney Accounts Payable,  
Bookstore Manager

ADM Ohio University, B.A.

Sherilynn J. Lathrop Benefits Coordinator ADM Edgecliff College/ Xavier Univ., B.S.

Tameria A. Nelson Payroll Coordinator ADM

Katherine E. Paff Spirit Shop Manager ADM

Todd L. Witt Chief Financial Officer ADM Xavier University, M.B.A.

Ohio State University, B.S.

Development

Paula M. Brock Director of Annual Giving 
and Alumni Relations

ADM Xavier University, B.S.

Pamela S. Heizman Development Office Man-
ager

ADM

Ralph L. Javens Jr. Director of Communica-
tions

ADM Ohio State University, B.S.

Cindy Kranz Assistant Director of Com-
munications

ADM South Dakota State Univ., B.A.

Elizabeth K. Murphy Assistant Director of 
Annual Giving & Alumni 
Relations

ADM University of Colorado, B.S.

Christopher R. Woodside Director of Development ADM Northern Kentucky University, J.D.

University of Kentucky, B.A.

Emily L. Zunda Coord of Stewardship and 
Special Events

ADM
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Facilities

Jessie J. Alsip Maintenance/
Groundskeeper

ADM

Vondale J. Batchelor Housekeeping ADM

James C. Boling Maintenance/
Groundskeeper

ADM Xavier University, M.Ed.

Michael A. Busch Director of Facilities ADM

Aaron D. Loberg Maintenance/
Groundskeeper

ADM Ohio State University, A.B.

Reva G. Luken Housekeeping ADM

Donald H. Macrae Maintenance/
Groundskeeper

ADM

Edwin W. Wipper Maintenance ADM Kenyon College, A.B.

Technology

Robert J. Baker Director of Technology ADM Lock Haven University, B.S.

Nathanial M. Johnston Science, Technology ADM Bowling Green State Univ., B.S. Ed.

Nancy E. Osborne Assistant Administrator ADM University of Cincinnati, B.S. Ed.

Andrea E. Owens Technology and Media 
Services Coord

ADM Arcadia University, M.Ed.

George Washington University, B.A.

Dr. Jeffry A. Spain ’71 Network Administrator ADM University of Cincinnati, M.D.

Yale University, B.S.

Cincinnati Country Day School does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, creed, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, 
disability, age (40 or over), national origin, ancestry, or military 
service/veteran’s status in the administration of its educational 
programs and policies, admission decisions, tuition aid programs, 
employment practices and benefits, athletic, or other school 
administered programs.


