
 
 
 

 
Summer 2018 

Dear Students, 
Welcome to summer! 
We know you are looking forward to an enjoyable summer vacation 

filled with fun, family, and friends.  We also know that you will want to find 
time in your summer schedule to write, read daily, and practice your math 
facts! 
 We would like each student to keep a summer journal.  Your journal 
can be a purchased book, a handmade book, or even a word document that 
grows as the summer goes on.  Be creative!  Every student is required to 
write over the summer three times per week in their journal.  Think of 
writing as a fun way to record you summer adventures.  Feel free to 
personalize your writing journal with stickers, drawings, photos, and other 
mementos.   We are hoping to read at least 25 entries when you turn your 
journal in at the end of the summer.  You will need to bring your journal to 
school on the first day of fourth grade.    
 Research shows that we need to read over the summer to keep skills 
sharp.   Reading is required at least five times a week over the summer.  We 
have included a reading log that has been designed to record what you are 
reading each month over the summer.  There is also a place for you to record 
your monthly fact practice too! We’ve also included some math websites for 
additional practice.  They are entertaining ways to practice math, so enjoy! 
 We hope you have fun with your journal over the summer; it is 
something you will treasure for a very long time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Fourth Grade Team 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

4th Grade Summer Work 
2018 

 
 
 
 

 

LOWER SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 We know that you will want to find time in your summer schedule to read a 
few great books!  We have a plan for you to enjoy some “sweet” summer 
reading while getting ready for fourth grade. 

 

Successful Summer Reading  
 

Step One: 
 
In preparation for fourth grade, you will need to read either 

Chocolate Touch, by Patrick Skene Catling or Chocolate Fever, by Robert 
Kimmel Smith.  Feel free to take notes and/or use post-its to help you 
remember important details from the book.  Use whatever strategy works 
for you, remember this is summer reading! In addition, you will also need to 
select and read at least one book from the choice reading list below.   

When selecting books from the lists below, find ones that are 
interesting and comfortable for you to read.  Remember to use the strategy 
on how to select a “Just Right Book”.  If you really want to read a book that 
is too challenging to read on your own, read it with a parent and you can both 
enjoy the book!  The books listed are available for purchase at the Blue 
Manatee Bookstore. The books can also be found at the Public Library or on 
the internet.   
 
 
 
Required Summer Reading: (select one) 
Chocolate Touch, by Patrick Skene Catling 
John Midas loves chocolate. He loves it so much that he’ll eat it any hour of any day. 
He doesn’t care if he ruins his appetite. He thinks chocolate is better than any 
other food! But one day, after wandering into a candy store and buying a piece of 
their best chocolate, John finds out that there might just be such a thing as too 
much chocolate. 

or 
 
Chocolate Fever, by Robert Kimmel Smith 
Henry Green was a boy who loved chocolate.  He liked it bitter, sweet, dark, light, 
and daily; for breakfast, lunch, dinner, and snacks; in cakes, candy bars, milk, and 
every other form you could possibly imagine.  Henry probably loved chocolate more 
than any boy in the history of the world.  
One day–it started off like any other day–Henry found that strange things were 
happening to him… 



 
Choice Reading List: (select one) 
Because of Winn-Dixie, by Kate DiCamillo 
One summer day, Opal goes into a supermarket and comes out with a scraggly dog 
that she names Winn-Dixie. Because of Winn-Dixie, her preacher father finally 
tells her ten things about her absentee mother.  Opal makes lots of unusual friends 
in her quirky Florida town. Through her relationship with Winn-Dixie Opal grows to 
learn that friendship — and forgiveness — can sneak up on you like a sudden 
summer storm.  
 
Shiloh, by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
When Marty Preston comes across a young beagle in the hills behind his home, it's 
love at first sight — and also big trouble. It turns out the dog, which Marty names 
Shiloh, belongs to Judd Travers. So when Shiloh runs away from Judd to Marty, 
Marty just has to hide him and protect him from Judd. But Marty's secret becomes 
too big for him to keep to himself, and it exposes his entire family to Judd's anger. 
How far will Marty have to go to make Shiloh his? 
 
The Cricket in Times Square, by George Selden 
After Chester lands, in the Times Square subway station, he makes himself 
comfortable in a nearby newsstand. There, he has the good fortune to make three 
new friends: Mario, a little boy whose parents run the falling newsstand, Tucker, a 
fast-talking Broadway mouse, and Tucker's sidekick, Harry the Cat. The escapades 
of these four friends in bustling New York City makes for lively listening and 
humorous entertainment. And somehow, they manage to bring a taste of success to 
the nearly bankrupt newsstand.  
 

Successful Summer Reading 
 
Step Two: 

We will have some “sweet” book discussions about your required reading 
books when school begins. We have provided three fun ways for you to share 
your thoughts about the book you have read.  
 

• Invent a new disease 
• Create a poem about candy 
• Develop a story map  
 



You will need to complete one project and be ready to share it on the 
first day of school.  You must include in your project at least three story 
elements from your book.   

• Plot 
• Character(s) 
• Setting 
• A Pivotal/Important Scene 
• Personal Connections 
• Predictions 
• Symbolism 
• Point of View 

Please read all three options carefully before making your decision. 
Complete directions are attached for each project. We will be looking for 
knowledge of the book as well as neatness and creativity.  We have attached 
the project rubric that will be used to evaluate your project so you can 
refer to it as you plan and complete your project.  The completed project is 
due on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 22nd.  

 
We hope you will also enjoy reading your choice book of either: Because 

of Winn Dixie, The Cricket in Times Square, or Shiloh.  We will be discussing 
these books during the first week of school and have some fun activities 
planned to help us explore these great books together. 
 

If you have any questions about your assignments, please be sure to e-
mail one of the Fourth Grade teachers.  We will be happy to help. 
 

Mrs. Gerber: gerberv@countryday.net   
Mrs. Reddick: reddickc@countryday.net 

Ms. Sears: searst@countryday.net 
 

Have fun reading! 
We look forward to seeing your creative 

projects the first day of school! 
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Chocolate-itis 

 
  
 
 
Call the doctor- we’re inventing some new diseases!  Which “itis” are you 
consumed by?  Think of one of your favorite foods that you couldn’t live 
without.  You may have pizza-itis, Pepsi-itis, hot dog-itis, etc.  Write a story 
(a one page minimum) about how you contracted the disease, what its 
symptoms are and the eventual cure.  Remember to include important 
elements of a story (such as: character, setting, and plot) as you develop 
your own.  Your final draft may be typed or written in your best handwriting.      
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Ode to Candy 
 
An ode is a type of poem written in honor of something or someone.  It is made of 
more than one stanza.  Each stanza has four lines which can rhyme in different 
ways.  The last words of the first and third lines can rhyme or the last words of 
the second and fourth lines can rhyme.  An ode may even rhyme, both ways. 
 
Example: 
  Cocoa is brown,  

  Chocolate is sweet, 

 Buying candy in town, 

 Is the very best treat. 

 Sugar is added, 

 Milk is too, 

 Making chocolate sweet and creamy, 

 For me and for you. 

 If I could switch, 

 To a better treat, 

 It would be one, 

That’s not messy, but neat. 

 
 
Use your feelings about and experiences with candy to write your own ode to candy.  
On the lines below, list rhyming words that you might use in your poem.  Think of 
words that describe something about candy, how it tastes, what comes to mind 
when you think of candy, etc.  On a separate piece of paper, write an ode to candy 
using your list of ideas.  Add a decorative border. 
 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 

_____________________________  _______________________________ 



  
 
 

 Capture The Story On A Map 
 

A Story Map helps students identify the elements of the story and the 
theme or moral of the story. Some of the many elements of a story include 
the important characters (their appearance, personality traits, and 
motivations), the setting of the story (time and place), the problem faced by 
the characters, how the problem is approached, and the outcome.  For this 
assignment, use the map below as a model to design your own “story map” to 
explain these important story elements from either Chocolate Touch or 
Chocolate Fever.  Each element box must contain at least 3 complete 
sentences to describe it.  Make sure to label your map and provide your name 
and the book you read on your finished product.  Enjoy!  
 

                                      
  
 



 

Chocolate Project Rubric 

Name___________________           Project Type___________________ 

1. Presentation is two to five minutes in length 

1 

Presentation was way 
too short – around a 

minute.  Practice ahead 
next time!  

2 

Presentation was less 
than 2 minutes long. 

3 

Presentation was way 
longer than 5 minutes.  
Should have practiced 
it last night to check. 

4 

Presentation was   2 – 5 
minutes in length!  Just 

right!   

2.  Presentation including eye contact, clear tone, and appropriate volume 

1 

Presentation was awful.  
I mumbled and did not 

practice at home, at all.  

2 

Presentation was okay, 
not my best.  I was 

rushed and did not get 
a chance to practice; 
my voice was way too 

soft. 

3 

Presentation was very 
good.  I practiced at 

home but I got nervous 
and I did not look at my 

audience.   

4 

Presentation was 
excellent!  I practiced 
at home and it sounded 
great and my voice was 

clear and confident!  

3. Quality of work, including three elements 

- plot – character – setting – pivotal/important scene – connection – prediction – 
symbolism -  - point of view – (circle your three) 

1 

Oh no, it was due 
today?  I did not 

budget my time well 
and therefore not my 

best work.    

2 

Well, I was a little 
rushed.  I guess I 

shouldn’t have waited 
until the last minute… 

3 

Great project.  I had a 
few errors I could have 

corrected, not many!  
Great!   

4 

Wow!  I outdid myself.  
I spent a lot of time 
putting my ideas and 

project together and it 
paid off! 

Self-Evaluation: 
What did you like best about your presentation? 

What would you change for your next presentation? 



Summer Math Practice 
Record Sheet 

You need to practice your facts ten times each month to keep 
your skills sharp.  Cross off the number each time you 
practice. Then have your parent sign under each month. 

 
June Math Fact Practice 

 
1     2     3     4     5 
6     7     8     9     10 

 
Parent Signature ______________ 

 
 

July Math Fact Practice 
 

1     2     3     4     5 
6     7     8     9     10 

 
Parent Signature ______________ 

 
 

  August Math Fact Practice 
1     2     3     4     5 
6     7     8     9     10 

 
Parent Signature ______________ 

 
Great Math Websites: 
www.aplusmath.com 
www.coolmath.com 
www.funbrain.com 

www.mathplayground.com 
 

http://www.aplusmath.com/
http://www.coolmath.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/


 
4th Grade Summer Reading Log 

Student: _________________ 
 

Date Book Title Mins. Pgs. Parent Signature 
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
 
Students are expected to read 20+ minutes each night.  If you can only read 10 minutes one night, try to make up the 
difference by reading 30 minutes the next night.  Chapter books are preferred, but some students may enjoy reading 
magazines or even comic books some nights.  The goal is to finish books, but it is better to abandon a book that is not 
working for you and find an appropriate book.  Independent reading is a goal, but parents reading aloud to the 
student counts as reading time for a given night.  Weekend reading may occur at any time Friday-Sunday, at least 20 
minutes but feel free to do more! 

 


