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AP United States History 
Dr. Tyrrell 
June 2017 
 

Welcome to AP US History!  I look forward to taking you on an exciting journey through United 
States History.  Because we have an immense amount of material to cover, I expect you to read 
one chapter from Part 8 (Chapters 25-29) of the textbook, America’s History* over the summer.   

We are starting at the end in order to provide a nice focal point for the rest of the course.  In this 
way, we will know where we are headed when we begin.  I encourage you to first read the 
selection from the book, “Getting the Most Out of Reading History,” p. xliii-xlvi in the textbook.  
This should help you read the textbook in the most effective manner.   

You will be responsible for one writing assignment on that reading.  After reading the chapter, 
I would like for you to conduct an oral history with a family member on a topic from the reading, 
which covers the period from 1945-present.  (Please note that while I did not assign Part 9, you 
may find relevant information if the person you are interviewing is younger.)  While the reading 
points us to where we are headed in the course, this task helps you (and me!) to understand 
where you come from.  Here are possible questions to use during your interview:   

1. How have historical events affected your family and community?  For example:  
 

a. What were some of your experiences during WWII, the Civil Rights 
Movement, 9/11, etc? 

 b.  Did you or a close member of the family serve in a war? 

 c.  Did you or a close family member march in a protest? 

d.  Were you or another family member part of a mass migration or immigration 
movement? 

2.  Who did you vote for in past elections?  Why? 

3.  Compare your current employment to that of your parents.  Their parents? 

4.  Describe the place – urban neighborhood, small town, rural community, suburb – 
where you grew up.  What was it like?  How has it changed over the years?  What 
brought about these changes?  What did people do for a living?  What do they do now?     

5.  What cultural or religious traditions have been preserved in your family?  How? 

Once you have acquired the information from your interviewee, relate their story in detail in an 
essay.  Be sure to point out how your subject’s talking points intersect with the material 
that you read in the textbook.  This essay should be four pages in length (double-spaced, Times 
New Roman 12pt. font).  You will have an opportunity to share your research in class.  

The assignment will be due the first day of class.  Because this assignment is due prior to our 
discussions on the rules of essay writing for this class, grading for this assignment will be based 
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on the quality of your effort.  Your essay will be the first item in what will become a substantial 
writing portfolio that you will accumulate over the course of the year.   

In addition, there will be a test on the chapter that you picked from Part 8 the first week of 
school.   

If you have questions, feel free to email me: tyrrellm@countryday.net 

I look forward to meeting you and reading your oral histories in late August. 

Dr. Tyrrell 

 

 

*Please note that you are required to have James Henretta, America’s History, 8th Edition for the 
AP either in print form or online (or both if you would find that helpful).   
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