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Good morning Mr. Jaccaci, fellow board members, our esteemed faculty and staff and most importantly 
our exceptional students.  I am excited to have the opportunity to speak to you this morning as we 
embark on Country Day’s 93rd year. 

My name is Jody Brant.  I am the current president of the Board of Trustees. I am also a member of the 
Country Day Class of 1987, and I am the father of Samantha who is a member of this year’s senior class 
and Nora who is a member of this year’s sophomore class. 

Over the summer, I spent a lot of time thinking about what topic I wanted to address today, and I kept 
coming back to the same subject.  I have been deeply troubled by the lack of civility I see in our society 
today.  

I want to offer three pieces of advice that relate to how we treat each other and that will help keep 
Country Day a great place to learn and to grow.     

1. My first piece of advice relates to something we think about every time a new school year begins 
or a new opportunity is presented.  We often talk about pushing ourselves to try new things and to 
reach new levels.  That could be trying a new sport or activity.  Participating in the musical for the 
first time.  Sitting with a new group at lunch. Dedicating yourself in a new way to your studies.  
These all require a certain amount of courage to step out of your comfort zone and to push 
yourself to new heights.   
 
You might ask what does this have to do with civility? When your friends and classmates exhibit 
the courage to try something new, you have a choice.  You can choose to be supportive and 
encourage them to keep moving forward or you can make it more difficult for them by being 
critical of them or angry with them for taking this risk.   
 
I urge you to be supportive.  By being supportive you help to create a culture at Country Day that 
accepts people for the choices they make; a culture that will make it easier for people to find the 
activities that can become lifelong passions; a culture that lets people grow to be the best they 
can be.        
 

2. My second piece of advice relates to decision making.  All of us will be faced with challenging 
decisions this year.  Some of those decisions might relate to social interactions with classmates, 
teachers, or parents.  Some of those decisions might relate to academics.  Some might deal with 
minor matters and some with much larger issues.    
 
As you try to figure out what to do in these situations, I urge you to take a minute and think about 
our character virtues before deciding how to act.  You can never go wrong when your decisions 
are guided by respect for others, responsibility for your actions, integrity, courage, and 
compassion.   



 
3. My third piece of advice is to take some time this year and get to know at least one of your 

classmates better.  Try to understand his or her point of view on a topic.  I urge you to do this for 
two reasons.   
 
First, your opportunity to get to know your classmates in this way will substantially change once 
you graduate (and seniors, graduation will come faster than you think it will).  When I see my 
former classmates, I always come away wishing I had spent a little more time getting to know a 
few more people better while we were still in school.  Take advantage of this now. 
 
Second, being able to understand another person’s view on an issue is incredibly important when 
it comes to getting things accomplished.  If you work on this skill now, it will allow you to 
accomplish great things in whatever area you choose to pursue.   
 
It took me a long time to learn this lesson.  I used to think that the most important thing in life was 
to be right.  With my Country Day education, I felt that I could analyze any issue and come up 
with the best answer to solve the underlying problem.  If someone didn’t agree with my solution, I 
was still convinced that I was right and I thought I was just not explaining my position well enough 
to the other person.   
 
Relatively recently I realized two important things: (1) there can be more than one way to solve a 
problem and (2) if I need someone else’s help to solve the problem (and you will almost always 
need someone else’s help to solve problems), I better understand his or her point of view on the 
issue.  Once I understood his or her point of view, I could craft a solution to the problem which we 
could both agree made sense.  The particular method we used to solve the problem was much 
less important than figuring out a way to work together. 
 
So as you move through this year at Country Day remember: be supportive of your classmates, 
think about our character virtues, and spend some time listening to each other.  
 
Thank you.   

 


