
12th Grade Summer Reading Expectations 

Summer reading will NOT be assessed by multiple choice tests this year.  Instead, it will 

be assessed in the following ways: 

1. Over the summer, you will produce two documents (one for the grade-level required 

book, one for your other chosen book), to be turned in to OneNote on the first day of 

school.  These documents will list quotes that stuck out to you from the text (5 if you are 

going into CP, 7 if you are going into Honors).  Each quote should be typed out in full, 

and accompanied by (a) the page number where you found it, (b) a brief description of 

the context of the quote, and (c) a sentence or two about why you chose this quote.  

These quotes might represent important moments of plot, character, or thematic 

development, might speak to you on a personal level, or might be written in an 

exceptionally artful or beautiful way.  Try to be as specific as you can (within your 1-2 

sentences) in describing why you found this quote remarkable 

2. You will take part in 2 small group discussions (in person or over Teams, depending on 

our situation in the fall).  The first of these will take place on the second day of class and 

will cover the grade-level required book, Parable of the Sower.  Your document of 

quotes should be a helpful way to refresh your memory and come to the 

conversation with talking points.  You will discuss with your peers, observed by your 

teacher.  You will receive a rubric in advance to ensure that expectations are clear.  The 

second discussion, on your chosen book, will occur on the third day of class*, and you 

will discuss with other students who chose the same book.  (*If there are any problems 

finding enough students who chose the same book, this discussion may be moved to 

allow students from different classes to work together.) 

3. If you will be going into Honors, you of course have an additional required book (Exit 

West), which your class will be discussing at the start of the school year, and which your 

first writing assignment will focus on.  You do NOT need to submit a quote document 

for the Honors book.  However, you may want to annotate or take notes as you read to 

make it easier for you to navigate the book in class and in this writing assignment. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to your teacher (For Honors, contact Mr. 

McGivern, Ms. Brown, or Dr. Bridge bridgec@countryday.net; for CP, Ms. Floyd.) 

 

12th grade, two books: 

Required:  

Parable of the Sower, Octavia Butler 
In an America suffering a slow economic and ecological collapse, the adults in Lauren’s gated community 

are clinging to the world as they knew it, but teenaged Lauren is planning for the future.  

 

Additionally, choose one of the following:  

Everything I never told you, Celeste Ng 

A girl goes missing, a boy who was one of the last to see her won't say what he knows, and a family unravels. 
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Oryx and Crake, Margaret Atwood 

In a near-future world the only human left on the planet scavenges and tends to his insect bites as he recalls 

in flashbacks how the world fell apart.  

*Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail, Cheryl Strayed 

Alone and inexperienced, the author hikes more than a thousand miles of the Pacific Crest Trail from the 

Mojave Desert to Washington State. 

 

*Honors Modern Literature Students:  In addition to these 2 selections, Exit West by Mohsin Hamid 

AP Literature Students:  In addition to these 2 selections, The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison.   

 


